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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


At the last annual meeting of 
the Maryland Pharmaceutical 
Association, a paper bearing 
the title Pharmaceutical Jour- 
nals was read by Henry P. Hynson, of Baltimore, and was 
published in the Pharmaceutical Review for September. Mr. 
Hynson undertook a comparative study of five “of the more 
popular and conventional journals and one of a more scientific 
nature” with a view of determining the nature of their con- 
tents. Mr. Hynson’s survey of the periodical literature of 
pharmacy has left him disappointed, for he finds that the drug 
journals are not practical enough to suit him, because “ they 
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do not recount the actual doings and difficulties of the real 
practitioner of pharmacy.” He notes a difference in the prac- 
tical value of the matter contributed to medical periodicals as 
contrasted with that contributed to pharmaceutical journals. 
“One is quickly impressed,” he says, “ by the want of thorough- 
ness on the part of the pharmaceutical writer, and the pos- 
session of it by the contributor to other sciences.” What we 
have been most impressed with in Mr. Hynson’s paper is his 
own lack of the logical faculty which enables its possessor to 
apportion praise and blame properly. Surely the right deduc- 
tion, from observations such as he has made, is that the aver- 
age pharmacist is either not so skilled in the vse of the pen, or 
that he lacks the larger inclination and leisure for writing 
which belong to the medical practitioner. For he admits that 
pharmaceutical publishers are more liberal in their treatment 
of contributors than medical publishers, it being customary 
for the former to pay pharmaceutical writers for their work. 
This admission, of course, shifts the responsibility from the 
pharmaceutical publisher to the pharmaceutical public. 





One of the first fruits of the work trans- 
acted at the International Pharmacopeial 
Convention held in Brussels in 1902 is the 
adoption by the revisers of the French 
Codex (official Pharmacopeia) of the 
recommendation of the conference that all potent tinctures 
should be made to represent 10 per cent. of the crude drug. It 
would be difficult to name a preparation official in so many 
national pharmacopeias that shows so wide a variation in 
composition and strength as tincture of iodine. No two phar- 
macopeias give the same formula. While the United States 
Pharmacopeia prescribes a solution of 7 parts of iodine in 100 
parts of alcohol, the French standard calls for an approximate- 
ly 8 per cent. solution of iodine in 90 per cent. alcohol; the 
Swiss Pharmacopeia prescribes a 9 per cent. solution in 96 
per cent. alcohol, and the German “ Arzneibuch” a straight 10 
per cent. solution in alcohol. The British Pharmacopeia directs 
a solution of iodine and potassium iodide in a mixture of water 
and alcohol, which is little more than a modified Lugol solu- 
tion. From what has*be@n publisned regarding the changes 
adopted by the revisers of the United States Pharmacopeia, it 
is evident that France and the United States are to set an 
example to the rest of the civilized world by conforming to the 
standard for tinctures set by the conference. 

There will undoubtedly be interesting develop- 
ments at the N. A. R. D. convention in St. Louis 
next week in connection with the movement to 
maintain prices on proprietary medicines in this 
city. At that meeting will be announced the failure of the so- 
called Washington Promise Plan in Greater New York; in 
other words, the failure of the associated manufacturers to 
establish and enforce a minimum scale of prices on their goods 
in this city, as they promised to do at the conference with the 
officers of the N. A. R. D. in Washington, D. C., last winter. 
Furthermore, a new plan or arrangement for coping with the 
cut rate evil here and, perhaps, elsewhere, will be announced 
as having been practically adopted by at least one of the larger 
manufacturers, and accepted by the Executive Committee of the 
N. A. R. D. Whether other manufacturers by the time the 
convention meets will have fallen in line and approved this new 
plan, and if not, whether they will do so when they learn of 
what has happened, and whether the N. A. R. D. as a body will 
accept any new scheme in lieu of the original plan proposed 
by the manufacturers—these are matters which will only be 
determined at the convention itself. The whole situation has 
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become so complex and so many interests are directly involved 
that it is impossible to predict what the outcome will be. 


Prosperity With Us. 

We present in our news columns a review of the conditions 
of the drug trade of the United States in the form of com- 
munications from the leading spirits in the trade in all sections 
of the country, and it affords us pleasure to direct attention 
to the uniformly favorable reports received from every section. 

The advent of a Presidential campaign has always been 
looked upon with fear and trembling by the commercial world 
as being invariably associated with a period of commercial 
depression. The accounts with which we have been favored by 
our correspondents, each of whom is an authority on the condi- 
tions existing in his section, show that so far from there being 
any evidence of depression in trade the conditions this year are 
better than for a corresponding period for many years past, 
while they are so much better than the conditions existing dur- 
ing preceding Presidential elections as to form a most happy 
contrast. Not only are the present conditions favorable, but 
the general outlook for the fall and winter trade is of a most 
encouraging character, and the happy combination of stable mar- 
kets, large crops, high prices and sound business conditions, 
free from inflation, gives promise that we will have before us 
one of the most prosperous years known to the drug trade dur- 
ing the past decade. 

The shrinkage of prices in Wall Street, which began about 
a year ago and which was the cause of considerable uneasiness 
in commercial circles, has really been of distinct benefit to 
legitimate commerce, as it has resulted in placing the price 
of stocks on a more solid basis and one more nearly in accord 
with actual values. The inflation of the stock market, with 
the glittering prizes of fortune quickly made, had di- 
verted from legitimate channels of trade considerable amounts 
of capital. When the period of depression of stocks set in, and 
the public ceased to buy, this capital, after lying idle for a 
short time, sought more conservative and safer channels of 
investment, and the period of legitimate commercial activity 
upon which we are now entering is, therefore, to a certain 
extent at ieast, due to this very depression in speculative 
stocks. 

The most substantial basis, however, of our present pros- 
perity and hopeful outlook is the large size of the crops re- 
portecé from every section. In the South the cotton crop will 
be fully up to or greater than the average, while the prices will 
be higher than those received by the producer at any time in 
the last twenty years. ‘Lhe high prices brought by cotton last 
year did not benefit the producer to the same extent that they 
probably will this year, since the upward movement reached 
its climax some time after the crop had passed out of the hand 
of the producer, so that the middleman or speculator, and not 
the producer, profited most by the advance. The prices of 
cereals have also crept up to an unusually high plane, and here 
again the producer will get more than his usual share of the 
advanced prices. This favorable crop prospect, coming as it 
does after two years of good crops and fair to high prices, will 
place the agricultural community in a very favorable financial 
condition. The transportation of these crops will be a very 
important factor in swelling the receipts of the railroads, and 
the favorable results will in this way reach the stock market. 

On the whole, there is much cause for congratulation in the 
reports presented, and which encourages us to look forward to 
a season of unexampled prosperity, despite the distraction due 
to a political campaign. 
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They Do These Things Better in Cuba. 

We have heard much prating by would-be sociologists and 
psuedo philosophers concerning the inexorable laws of trade 
and the inutility of effort to artificially control prices. In the 
face of these disquisitions the National Association of Retail] 
Druggists persistently spreads its gospel of organization, with 
the result that the Juggernaut car of trade competition has, at 
least, been checked in its cruel course, to the financial salva- 
tion of some thousands of druggists in the United States. Te 
prove further that prices can be artificially controlled we need 
not go far afield, for we have in our young neighbor to the 
south, the Cuban Republic, a country, in which the evil of 
price cutting is wholly unknown in the drug business. To the 
pharmacist who has had to struggle with the 59-cent Peruna 
and 13-cent Carter’s Pills the conditions existing in Cuba will 
seem too good to be true. The entire drug trade of Cnba is 
organized into an association, the directors of which indicata 
the price at which an article is to be sold. The prices set are 
published in the form of a book, and the prices are rigidly ad- 
hered to all over the island. The following schedule is used 
as a basis for determining the retail price, the jobber’s price 
being given in Cuban gold and the retail price in Cuban silver: 


When jobbers’ The retail price of 
price per dozen is the single package 
(Cuban gold). (Cuban silver). 
ee ara haa soon ose Ma Go ence eee must be $0.15 
RE Ch aA Gs Semen ohn bcheswes span eee “4 -20 
LG ee em ee rors 4 .25 
RIES ck se tees isp Ship alowed Save oc eee i .30 
te sesh ages ons edeb ed Metvitaeeeea we e. -35 
ee dm bh b.08. bs Sips Se wee ek ens eae haee’s si 40 
2.75 £0 $B.GO. . cciccicce vesecevececocece * 45 
DU 4a kK 604 4h ou cts cobs ens< enhance ee ee ” .50 


Manufacturers of proprietary medicines who have not 
studied the conditions existing in Cuba have sometimes won- 
dered why their goods did not sell there. The answer to this 
problem could easily be learned by a little study of the local 
conditions. 

In the first place, while Cuba is a considerable consumer of 
proprietary medicines, having imported $316,000 worth in the 
fiscal year of 1902-1903, the training and sympathies of the 
people are in the d'rection of the French remedies, a fact 
shown by the very large preponderance of these remedies, 
$201.500 worth,of the imports of proprietary medicines in 1902 
having been of French origin, or, approximately, two-thirds of 
the whole. This predilection must be overcome by judicious 
advertising. 

In the second place, the majority of the inhabitants are not 
well to do and will not purchase high priced medicines, and 
since the retail prices are based upon Cuban silver values, 
which are about one-half the value of American gold, the price 
appears larger to the Cuban consumer than to the American. 

The manufacturer of proprietary medicines will find that he 
can deliver goods in Havana at the same cost for transporta- 
tion as he ean in the central portion of the United States, and 
it is, therefore, to the interest of our manufacturers to name 
such a price to the Cuban jobber as will enable that jobber to 
make 15 per cent. profit and still allow the retaiJer to sell at 
about the price at which goods are sold in the United States. 
Efforts to introduce high priced proprietaries have been uni- 
formly unsuccessful, showing that the public will not purchase 
them. Manufacturers cannot count on the gratuitous advertis- 
ing which they reap from the dry goods cut rate in the United 
States; but, on the other hand, since the retailer gets his full 
price, he is not tempted to undertake substitution, as he is 
through the cut rate evil in this country. 
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[Written for the American Druggist.] 

A SUGGESTION TOWARD REALIZING THE FULL EDUCA- 
TIONAL VALUE OF THE PHARMACEUTICAL JOURNAL. 
By Jos. F. HOstTELLey, 

Collingdale, Pa. 

There is no educational value in the pharmaceutical journal 
that is not read. There is something learned from the one 
casually looked over. But there is a modern institution of 
learning, a school of up to date pharmacy in the drug journal 
that is intelligently and carefully perused. The reason the 
average druggist does not adequately appreciate the educational 
significance of the pharmaceutical journal is because he does 
not treat it properly, he does not find the meat of it because he 
does not use the proper means to extract it. He will take up 
the daily newspaper or a popular periodical at a time when 
he may elevate his feet and muse over the contents, but the 
pharmaceutical journal—it must be hastily gone through when 
the daily routine of work is pressing him and customers are 
in and out. 

It is no small wonder, with the little intelligent regard 
many druggists give to the pharmaceutical journal, that it 
passes from its mailing inclosure to a back shelf without con- 
tributing more than a small quota of its true influence to the 
material advancement of the recipient. The text book or the 
college professor would avail little in the making of a phar- 
macist if accorded the modicum of attention conceded the phar- 
maceutical journal by many an otherwise judicious druggist. 
And in some respects the drug journal is more than the text 
book or the college professor. It is not, like the text book on 
the average library shelf, from one to five years behind the 
latest advancements in pharmacy and allied studies, and, un- 
like the esteemed professor, limiting his teachings largely to the 
scientific side of pharmacy, it may consistently go beyond him 
and record the most advanced ideas on pharmacy as a busi- 
ness. Many scientific subjects are most ably treated in the 
pharmaceutical journal by college professors themselves, each 
subject by its own professor, and treated to a greater length 
and with more influence on the trained mind than in their lec- 
tures or their text books. When we say that the pharmaceuti- 
cal journal is more than the college professor or the text book, 
we wish to be understood to mean, not that it may supplant 
either, but that it is a supplement to both that neither can 
supply. 

Druggists universally grant an educational value to the 
pharmaceutical journal, but very few druggists allow it to 
properly and fully exert its educational influence. And that is 
why we are about to suggest a practical means whereby it may 
be permitted to do justice to itself and to do much more for the 
druggist. 

In every store there is at least one evening in the month 
when from one to two hours could conveniently be given to the 
reading and discussion of the drug journal by the members 
of the store force, assembled together, by mutual agreement, on 
a prearranged evening, possibly after the closing of the store 
for the night, especially if the early closing movement be ob- 
served, or on a stormy evening, when patronage is slack or 
practically nil. The proceedings on these occasions would be 
in the hands of the druggist himself or one of the clerks, se- 
lected reader of the evening by some previously arranged plan 
by which each attache of the store takes his turn in the chair. 
The programme for each evening is to embrace the reading of 
such papers as appeal most pertinently and emphatically to the 
reader of the month, who is supposed to give more than or- 
dinary attention to the contents of current numbers of: such 
drug journals as come into the store, and to be in a position 
to knowingly paraphrase their important features, together 
with discussions by all present at the meeting on the subjects 
advanced. The real practical utility of certain time and labor- 
saving devices is talked over, formulas are extoled or criticised, 
various improvements and modifications being suggested, re- 
sulting in determinations by some to make practical investiga- 
tions and experiments; the members of the meeting talk them- 
selves into familiarity with the newer remedies of the pharma- 
ceutical house, with the possibilities of more profitable buying 
in markets as yet untried, with advertising to the profession 
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and to the laity that promises profitable returns, with drug 
legislation, with the proceedings of the pharmaceutical associa- 
tions and their advantages to pharmacy, and with many other 
equally as influential subjects. 

As each member of this little journal-reading association 
takes his turn as reader of the month, he is enthused with a 
desire to fill his chair nobly, intelligently and instructively, and 
to do this he knows he must thoroughly acquaint himself with 
the contents of the journals as they appear, and devote some 
attention at odd times toways and means to realize the advanced 
pharmacy toward which pharmaceutical journals are aiming. 
He reads the drug journal carefully, he studies it, he analyzes it. 
And the next month, when, in the order agreed upon, a con- 
feree and coadjutor becomes reader, he continues his perusal 
of the journals, his observations and his experiments to be in 
possession of such information and facts as will enable him to 
converse knowingly upon the topics advanced at the regular 
discussion meeting of the month. 

A druggist friend or two from neighboring stores might be 
invited to join in the readings and to take their turns as read- 
ers, giving a varied personality to the meetings, and affording 
the principals the opportunity of profiting by the ideas and 
suggestions that experience in other stores might prompt. 

There is an educational possibility in this concerted and sys- 
tematic effort to keep familiar with the progress of the phar- 
maceutical journal which cannot be overestimated. In unity 
of effort and of purpose and in systematic work there is 
strength, in united action and orderly movement there is power. 
In this communion of interests the individual teaches himself 
and his coadjutors, and collectively they teach each other. 


IMPROVED PROCESS FOR SOLUTION OF MAGNESIUM 
CITRATE.’ 
By EMILE Brunor, PHAR.D., 


New York, N. Y. 

In view of the present revision of the United States Pharma- 
copeia, the writer would suggest a new method for preparing 
the solution of magnesium citrate so as to make it more palat- 
able and stable. 

As it is now, its most marked defect is the precipitation, 
which occurs very often after the lapse of a few days. Ac- 
cording to one authority this is caused by the presence of cal- 
cium salts in the magnesium carbonate used in the manufacture 
of the solution. 

Another writer suggests that the solution be sterilized to 
prevent the growth of fungi, which are said to be the cause 
of this sediment. 

Still another claims that if the bottles are not hermetically 
sealed some of the salts wfll be thrown out of solution. 

While these theories are plausible, they do not simplify a 
process which is still 20 years behind the times. 

The writer has often observed that when the sugar, acid and 
the magnesium carbonate were mixed with hot water, so as to 
save time, the cold filtrate shows the presence of quite a large 
amount of grape sugar, which is probably formed by the in- 
version of the cane sugar employed. This is possible owing to 
the ‘action of the citric acid on the sugar in the presence of 
heat. 

The action of potassium bicarbonate has never been ques- 
tioned, probably because it has never disappointed in carbonat- 
ing; yet the tendency to use too much of it occurs, in which 
case it either creates a double decomposition or causes the bot- 
tles to burst. 

The improvement suggested consists in preparing a con- 
centrated solution of magnesium citrate, adding the simple 


syrup and filling the bottles with cabonated water. The fol- 
lowing formula has given the best satisfaction: 
Re Magnesium carbonate................-. 15 Gm. 
CPN HIN oc oes cose careccawsusiiesee ss 27 Gm. 
CGE TOM sss 6 o.ciscbGe Mecca cuaudsianede 1 gtt. 
Pn a | Ce OP eer eee cee 60 Ce. 
BLOt WOR, Gee eines si6 0.0.8 .di0 cin wwe ien'earelg 90 Ce. 
Carhonnted Water, OG. Bic <.ccccivs veces 360 Ce. 


1 Read at the fifty-second annual meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association, held at Kansas City, Mo., September, 1904. 
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Dissolve the citric acid and magnesium carbonate in enough 
hot water to make 90 Cc.; the oil of lemon is dropped on the 
magnesium carbonate before it is added to the citric acid solu- 
tion, and when the reaction is completed, filter. 

This concentrated solution of citrate of magnesia will keep 
for a month or more if it is kept on ice and in completely filled 
sterile bottles. 

To make a bottle of solution use 90 Cc. of the concentrate, 
add 60 Ce. simple syrup, then add a sufficient quantity of car- 
bonated water, or so-called soda water, to make 360 Cc. 

It is imperative that the carbonated water be very cold 
when poured into the bottles, as it is then fully charged and 
retains its pungency longer. The writer fills his bottles from 
the tap or draft of the soda fountain, that being the most con- 
venient way. It will be noted that by dispensing with the 
potassium bicarbonate a saving of 3 Gm. of citric acid is ef- 
fected, which also makes the product more palatable. 

A finer flavor can be imparted to the solution by using the 
freshly grated lemon peel. 

As a novelty in aperient waters, the concentrated solution 
can be flavored with freshly grated orange peel and sold as a 
laxative or orangeade, or a small sized siphon can be filled with 
either flavor in the following manner: The air is exhausted in 
the siphon; a moderate vacuum is needed, such as can be pro- 
duced by the mouth, and the concentrated solution mixed with 
the syrup is introduced by dipping the spout in the solution 
and opening the valve. The siphon is then filled with carbonic 
water in the usual manner. 

It would be desirable to have this method introduced in the 
U. 8. P. as an alternate process to be used by those pharmacists 
who possess a soda fountain. 


WAX IN SUPPOSITORIES. ' 
By Wisur L. ScovI“tye, 
Boston, Mass. 

Suppositories made with cacao butter as a vehicle, and con- 
taining more than 10 per cent. of a ‘volatile oil, or of chloral, 
usually need to be stiffened by the additiuu of wax in some 
form in order to dispense them at short notice. The small 
proportion of stearin in cacao butter makes it very susceptible 
to softening agents, and when such are incorporated the butter 
sets very slowly. 

In pharmaceutical literature wax is frequently recom- 
mended, but seldom is a discrimination made as to the variety 
of wax to be chosen. Since there is a wide difference in the 
melting points of the waxes, and the melting point of the sup- 
pository is its most important quality, this is a matter of much 
importance. It was with a view to ascertaining definitely the 
relative values of bees-wax and spermaceti in suppositories 
that the following experiments were undertaken. Paraffin 
wax, which is sometimes recommended, is too variable for re- 
liable data, except for the particular specimen which might be 
selected. The following suppositories were made by the usual 
(hot) method, and at the same time tubes for taking melting 
points were prepared from the same mixtures: 


G 2. 3. 4. 5. 
Chloral liydrate..... 400 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 
Cacao butter........ 15.20 14.30 1430 13.30 13.30 
PCN oi cniccnesn sbes, | SO. saute SO Saas 
White wax........ es 0.90 1.90 
Each mixture was for 12 rectal suppositories, containing 5 


grains of chloral each and weighing 24.7 grains each. Num- 
bers 2 and 3 contained 5 per cent. of spermaceti or wax, and 
numbers 4 and 5 contained 10 per cent. 

Number 1 was chilled in a mixture of ice and salt during 
half an hour at a temperature of about 15 degrees C (5 de- 
grees F.), when the suppositories were firm enough to be re- 
moved from the molds, and they retained their shape under 
normal room conditions thereafter. This plan of using a mix- 
ture of ice and salt instead of ice alone will frequently do away 
with the necessity of using wax in suppositories. 





*xRead at the fifty-second annual meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association, held at Kansas City, Mo., September, 1904. 
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The cacao butter employed melted at 30.7 degrees C., the 
spermaceti at 42.6 degrees C. and the white wax at 60.6 de 
grees C. after 24 hours—4. e., the waxes and fat were allowed 
to set in the melting tubes for 24 hours in a cold place before 
the melting points were taken. 

The melting points of the suppositories were as follows, in 
Centigrade degrees: 


24 3d 4th ‘7th 10th 

day. day. day. day. day. 

Plain cacao butter........ 28.2 28.0 28.0 28.7 29.8 
5 per cent. spermaceti... 27.1 29.6 29.2 283 248 
5 per cent. white wax.... 28.3 31.3 33.8 30.5 32.4 
10 per cent. spermaceti... 27.0 27.0 27.0 28.1 29.0 
10 per cent. white wax... 43.8 44.0 41.0 41.5 42.7 


The remarkable fact is shown here that mixtures of sper- 
maceti and cacao butter with chloral melt at a lower tempera- 
ture than cacao butter and chloral alone, and this, with the 
seeming discrepancies between the melting points of the sup- 
positories containing spermaceti, led to a testing of the effect 
of chloral on spermaceti. Suppositories and tubes were pre- 
pared consisting of equal parts of chloral hydrate and sper- 
maceti melted together. After 24 hours these melted at 33.7 
degrees C. Since chloral melts at 58 degrees C., and the sper- 
maceti at 42.6 degrees C., it is evident that these in combination 
tend to liquefy each other. But the suppositories were firm, 
congealed readily, and were easily removed from the molds. 

A corresponding mixture of 50 per cent. of phenol and 50 
per cent. of spermaceti melted at 28.6 degrees C. after 24 hours, 
showing that phenol (m. p. 35 degrees C. or above) acts in a 
similar way. Wax does not share this liquefying tendency 
with choral and phenol, at least not to so marked a degree. 

As a type of the oils which may be used in suppositories, 
oil of eucalyptus was selected. Suppositories and tubes were 
made as before, containing 10 per cent. of oil of eucalyptus, 10 
per cent. of spermaceti or white wax, and 10 per cent. of cacao 


butter. After 24 hours these showed the following melting 
points: 
Degrees C. 
10 per cent. apermacetl. ....6..ssccisse 30.2 and 30.2 
en ee ery 47.8 and 48.0 


Other suppositories were then made, containing 25 per cent. 
of oil of eucalyptus, 40 per cent. of spermaceti or wax, and 35 
per cent. of cacao butter. After 24 hours these melted as fol- 


lows: 
Degrees C. 
40 per cent. spermaceti.............000. 87.0 37.0 
4D per Cont, WRC WEAK 66 .oc cc occas ews sacs 56.2 56.5 


There is no special liquefying action of the oil on either the 
spermaceti or the wax shown here more than is usually. ob- 
served in the Mixing of liquid and hard fats. But the lower 
melting point of spermaceti makes it much safer to use, and 
apparently quite as effective as a hardening agent, when such 
is needed. 

Even 10 per cent. of white wax, in either case, makes a sup- 
pository which requires several degrees of heat above that of 
the human body to melt it, while 40 per cent. of spermaceti 
just passes the limit in the case of the oil. And 40 per cent. 
of spermaceti is, without doubt, much more than is needed in 
the oil suppository to make it firm. 

It has been stated that a mixture of 20 parts of spermaceti 
and 80 parts of cacao butter melts at about the temperature of 
the body. Probably variations in commercial cacao butter 
would modify this statement some, but it would appear that 
when chloral, phenols or volatile oils are present, as much as 
20 per cent. of spermaceti might be used with safety. On the 
other hand, more than 5 per cent. of wax would be questionable 
in any case. And there is no marked difference observable in 
the relative hardening power of the two. 

From these experiments I draw the following conclusions: 

1. Suppositories containing as much as 25 per cent., at least, 
of chloral can be made with cacao butter only as a vehicle by 
either the hot or cold process. When made by the hot process 
the molds must be chilled in a mixture of ice and salt to admit 
of prompt dispensing. 
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2. Spermaceti can be used in equal proportions with chloral, 
phenols or volatile oils, and the suppositories can be depended 
upon to melt at the temperature of the body. With chloral 
and phenol, one-quarter to one-half as much spermaceti as of 
the chloral or phenol used is sufficient to admit of prompt and 
safe dispensing. With volatile oils an equal weight of sper- 
maceti may be used safely. 

8. White wax raises the melting points of softer fats and 
oils much more than does an equal quantity of spermaceti. If 
used at all, it must be employed only in small proportions (less 
than 10 per cent. in all cases), and with caution. It sets more 
slowly than spermaceti, and thus is of no advantage over that 
body for prompt dispensing. 

4, In all cases where wax is needed in suppositories, sper- 
maceti is to be preferred, and in moderate amounts is safe. 


THE CHARACTER OF COMMERCIAL ALOIN.’ 
By L. D. HAVENHILL, 
Lawrence, Kan. 

The accompanying table gives the results obtained by ex- 
amination of 21 market samples variously labeled as aloin, 
aloinium, aloin from aloe vera, aloin C. P., ete., at different 
prices in lots of 25 pounds or more. They were sent out in 
cartons, paper packages and bottles, some of the latter bear- 
ing labels directing that the bottles be kept tightly corked. 
The figures in column No. 5 are relative only, the higher num- 
bers denoting the degree of turbidity, as indicated by the resin 
test proposed by C. A. Serre (1). In applying this test 65 
Mg. of aloin were shaken with 20 Ce. of water at 15 degrees 
C. for one minute, and the turbidity observed as soon as the 
air bubbles had separated. The foam produced by shaking 
Nos. 9, 14, 16, 17 and 18 required an unusually long time to 
subside, which would seem to indicate the presence of some 
peculiar principle. The comparative results for emodin in 
column No. 6 were obtained colorometrically by a modifica- 
tion of the Borntraeger test for oxymethylanthraquinones (2). 
The lower numbers represent the minimum amount of 
coloration, the higher, the maximum amount. The figures in 
the column headed “ Moisture” indicate the percentage loss 
when 2.5 G. of the sample were heated to constant weight in 
an oven at a temperature of 100 to 105 degrees C. The percent- 
ages of ash were obtained by incinerating 2.5 G. of sample re- 
ceived in a porcelain crucible at a low red heat. 

The samples differed somewhat in color, and, according to 
degree, I would arrange them in the following order, begin- 
ning with the palest yellow and ending with a greenish yel- 
low, with the brighter yellows between—viz. : 9—5—21—13—12 
—7—6— 16—15—4—1—11—_ 320 —_8—_14_ 21719. They 
were all neutral to litmus paper, and responded alike to the 
tests for so-called barbaloin. 

Some surprise may be felt at the omission of the customary 
table of melting points, but after repeated trials I am of the 
opinion that, while in some special cases they may prove of 
value, in general but little dependence can be placed upon them. 
The rate of heating, the size of the capillary tube and the 
method of dehydrating all have a decided influence on the re- 
sult, to say nothing of the difficulty in deciding when the tran- 
sition point really occurs, 

Attempts at the direct assay of aloin have not been suffi- 
ciently satisfactory to warrant including any results in the 
table. A microscopical examination showed all the samples to 
be composed of the same yellow crystals and amorphous ma- 
terial. If the samples were of pure barbaloin of the composi- 
tion C2H2OcH20, as proposed by E. Ledger (3), they should 
contain 14.75 per cent. of moisture, and the fact that they were 
found to contain considerably less might account for the pres- 
ence of the amorphous material. It was noted that the sam- 
ples with highest percentage of crystalline particles yield the 
most moisture. There is, however, a chance that this amor- 
phous material may prove upon further investigation to be 
largely composed of the amorphous water soluble material 








‘From the report of the Committee on the Drug Market of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, presented at Kansas City, Sep- 
tember 8, 1904. 
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found by Tschirch and Pederson in Barbadoes aloes (4). All 
the samples possess a slight odor of aloes, and in my opinion 
meet the U. S. P. requirements, save in one particular—they 
do not volatilize without leaving a residue. 


TABLE OF RESULTS OF EXAMINATION OF ALOIN. 


Price. Welght. Container. Resin.Emodin.Moisture. Ash. 
G Per a Per ct. 


Sample1. $0.38 20.00 Paper package 4 1 8 0.392 
2. 40 4 5 7.56 0.972 

3. 34 2 4 6.66 0.352 

4, .60 28.69 Amber glass 3 2 6.06 0.356 

§. ee 29.12 White glass 3 2 5.83 0.300 

6. 88 28.90 Carton 4 3 7.91 0.436 

(2). % 40 28.91 Carton 1 6 7.47 0.380 
(2) 8. .40 2 5 7.39 0.360 
9% 1.00 0 1 6.99 0.300 

10. .40 4 5 5.81 0.580 

nN a’ 29.43 Amber glass 4 5 6.12 0.264 

32, 38 82.30 Amber glass 1 2 6.92 0.380 

is. ee 29.12 Amber glass 1 1 6.18 0.360 

14, 4h 28.45 White glass 2 1 4.56 0.240 

15. 40 28.236 Amber glass 4 a 5.72 0.400 

(2) 16. -40 2 2 7.06 0.544 
(2) 37. “se 28.20* Carton 2 2 7.36 0.560 
18. 36 28.72 Carton 2 4 7.08 0.818 

19. .36 29.45 Amber glass 4 5 6.12 0.808 

20. 45 30.49 Amber glass 5 5 §.22 0.428 

21 40 28.50 White glass 0 1 6.27 0.380 


* Package had leaked. 

While this table may not be as complete as is desired, it 
contains, in my opinion, all that can be offered in the light of 
the present conflicting literature and the lack of reliable chemi- 
cal methods for determining the relative therapeutic value of 
different lots. 


(1) Druggists’ Circular. 1895, 39, page 8. 

(2) Zeit. anal. Chem., 1880, page 165. 

(3) Journ. Pharm. Chim., 1902 (6), t. 16, page 519. 
(4) Arch. Pharm., 1898, 236, pages 200-212. 


The Use of Formaldehyde Solution for Preserving Urine. 
—A number of writers have discussed of late the advisability 
of using formaldehyde solutions for the preservation of urine. 
In 1902 Jaffe strongly objected to the use of this antiseptic in 
preserving urine, and in a recent article Stryzowsk (Therap. 
Monatshefite, 1904, No. 5) summarizes the results of his ex- 
periments and concludes that formaldehyde is in most in- 
stances unsuited for the preservation of urine for the purposes 
of analysis. The addition of formaldehyde interferes with a 
large number of important reactions of the urine, including 
those for indican, diacetic acid, pentoses, ete. On the other 
hand, it may be employed when some of the quantitative tests 
are to be performed. 


Deterioration in Preparations of Valerian.—According to 
Kochmann (Deutsche Medicinische Wochenschrift, 1904, No. 2) 
fresh valerian root does not contain the oil of valerian, but this 
oil is formed while the root is drying, under the influence of 
oxydases. While the fresh oil is yellowish or light brown in 
color and of a mildly acid reaction, the.old oil is dark brown 
in color and is markedly acid. These changes depend upon the 
fact that the active constituents of the oil—the levo-bornyles- 
ters of acetic, butyric and valerianic acids—are split up under 
the influence of the air or of water into levo-borneol and the 
volatile fatty acids. This transformation was made use of by 
the author in order to determine the changes which take place 
in various preparations of valerian. 

He examined the oil of valerian, the tincture, the ethereal 
tincture, Kneipp’s tincture of valerian, infusions of valerian 
root, etc.—in all, 18 preparations. Of these, 14 were acid in 
reaction, 2 were neutral and 2 were alkaline. If 5 Ce. of any 
of the preparations named above, or of their solutions, were 
neutralized with a decinormal solution of soda and were ex- 
posed to the air and light in an open vessel for two days it 
was found that the tinctures had not undergone any change 
as to the amount of acid. The oil of valerian, and still more 
markedly, the infusions which gave a neutral or alkaline reac- 
tion before the exposure, increased the acidity, while the 
dialysed solution remained unchanged. The greatest change 
under the conditions described was observed in the bornylester 
of isovalerianic acid, especially when water was added. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals. 
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Emocascara is a fluid extract of cascara sagrada, in which 
the emodin is presented in the form of a salt, thus making 
the preparation more palatable, more active and less objection- 
able in its action than other preparations of cascara. This 
preparation, which is also termed emodated fluid extract, is 
designed so as to procure the greatest possible activity for the 
emodin present in the drug. It is made and marketed by 
Hegeman & Co., New York. 

Extract of Palmetto.—Kohnstein (Chemiker Zeitung, 1904, 
R, 214) has analyzed the extract of palmetto, and finds that it 
contains a substance which he calls a semi-tannin—i. e., a prod- 
uct which contains a large amount of tannic acid, but has only 
slight tanning properties. The extract of palmetto, as we 
know, is obtained from the roots of a palm indigenous to 
Georgia and Florida (Sabal serrulata). These root stocks are 
1.5 meters long and from 10 Cm. in diameter. They are pressed 
in old-fashioned sugar cane presses and the juice is immediate- 
ly evaporated in vacuo. 

The bundles of root-vessels-fibers are employed in the manu- 
facture of brushes ; the wood is used as fuel, and the ash, which 
contains a large amount of silicon and phosphorus, serves as 
manure, while the leaves are put into mattresses, and the fruit 
and the oil pressed therefrom form valuable medicaments. 

The Detection of Iron in Copper Salts.—Crouzel (Réper- 
toire de Pharmacie, August 10, 1904) describes a new method 
of detecting the presence of iron in copper sulphate, which has 
of late been used quite extensively for the purpose of destroy- 
ing mildew, etc., upon plants. Iron sulphate has been found 
quite as often as an adulterant of this copper salt, and this is 
easily explained by the fact that the price of iron salt is about 
six times lower than that of copper sulphute. It is very im- 
portant, therefore, to possess a rapid and convenient process 
for detecting the presence of iron in copper salts. Such a pro- 
cedure, in fact, should be so simple that it may be executed by 
those not familar with analytical chemistry. 

The author suggests the following method: The copper 
sulphate to be examined is dissolved in 10 parts of water and 
a solution of sodium hyposulphite of the same strength is pre- 
pared. Equal parts of the two solutions are placed in a test- 
tube and the combination is well shaken. After two hours, ap- 
proximately, a light green precipitate is produced if the copper 
sulphate is pure. At the end of twenty-four hours the precipi- 
tate becomes lemon yellow and the walls of the tube are lined 
with yellow crystals composed of double hyposulphite of cop- 
per and sodium. This copper salt is known under the name 
of Lentz’s salt. If the copper sulphate is adulterated with iron 
the precipitate is partly composed of a deposit of an ochre 
color, which is quite distinct from .ne lemon yellow of Lentz’s 
salt. This precipitate is due to the presence of a hasic ferric 
sulphide. The reaction, which the author discovered by chance, 
is very sensitive, and is both simple and rapid, requiring no 
special knowledge of chemistry. 

Methods of Preparing Emulsions of Creosotal.—Haefelin 
gives a series of practical points concerning the preparation of 
emulsions of creosotal without the use of a mortar, but by 
simply mixing in a bottle (Pharmaceutische Zeitung, 1904, page 
191). He employs for 1 Gm. of cerosotal about 1 Gm. of gum 
acacia and 1 Gm. of tincture of quillaja. 

An emulsion containing 3 Gm. of creosotal, 80 Gm. of oil 
emulsion and 40 Gm. of syrup of liquorice was prepared in the 
following manner by the author: 

Into a bottle were placed 12 Gm. of mucilage, containing 4 
Gm. of gum acacia, 8 Gm. of oil of almonds, 3 Gm. of creosotal 
and 3 Gm. of tincture of quillaja. The whole was shaken 


vigorously until an emulsion was formed, then the syrup added 
and finally the remainder of the water. 

Another prescription contained from 3 to 5 Gm. of creosotal, 
60 Gm. of emulsion of almonds and 40 Gm. of brandy and syrup 


of liquorice. This was prepared by shaking 12 Gm. of muci- 
lage with 3 Gm. of creosotal and the same amount of tincture 
of quillaja, and adding the milk of almonds, the syrup and the 
brandy. 

In this way the unpleasant addition of tragacanth or of 
glycerin, both of which irritate the stomach, was avoided. The 
editor of the Pharmaceutische Centrathalle (1904, No. 14, page 
263) in commenting upon the method reminds us that tincture 
of quillaja is not entirely harmless, on account of its contents 
of saponin. 


The Preparation of Suppositories with Copraol.—Copraol 
is a substance which is intended to take the place of cacao 
butter and is manufactured by Paul M. Bramigk of Dresden. 
It is noteworthy on account of the shrinking which the sup- 
positories undergo on cooling and which-enables them to be- 
come readily loosened from the mold. Copraol is also remark- 
able for the fact that it can absorb up to 50 per cent. of watery 
fluid and that it solidifies very quickly, even in summer heat, 
so that the use of ice is almost unnecessary. For the prescrip- 
tion counter copraol is kept in bottles containing from 150 to 
200 Ce., which may be placed in hot water in order to melt 
their contents when required. Smaller bottles, containing 
about 60 Gm., may be kept ready, with mixtures of copraol and 
morphine, belladonna extract, ichthyol, glycerin, etc. In pre- 
paring suppositories the mixture is shaken for a few minutes 
under hot water and is poured into molds, made either of paper 
or metal. It is only necessary to use ice or ether for cooling 
the suppositories when there is a great deal of fluid mixed 
with the mass. Any substance soluble in water may be mixed 
with copraol by shaking with the melted product. The only 
exception is tannin, which adheres to the sides of the vessel in 
dense masses in the presence of water. Substances which are 
soluble in water with difficulty or are insoluble may be shaken 
with the oil after triturating them with finely shaven copraol 
in the proportion of one to ten. With the aid of copraol sup- 
positories may be prepared very rapidly (in 10 or 20 minutes), 
and this without soiling the hands and without any trouble 
about dividing the medicament. (Pharmaceutische Central- 
halle, 1904, No. 13.) 


A New Reaction for Boric Acid.—Cassal and Gorraus 
(quoted in Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, July 28, 1904) de- 
scribe a new method of detecting boric acid which is especially 
useful in examining milk and other food products. If solutions 
of boric acid are evaporated with curcumin and oxalic acid a 
vivid magenta color results, which is quite different from the 
ordinary curcumin reaction, persists for ten to eleven hours 
and is exceedingly sensitive. The coloring matter is soluble in 
alcohol and ether, but is destroyed by water. Alkalis cause it 
to turn blue. Caustic alkalis and alkaline salts in large quan- 
tities destroy the reaction. 

In order to test milk a sample of 15 or 20 Gm. is strongly 
alkalized with baryta water and is dried at 105 degrees C. The 
residue is acidified with hydrochloric acid and is extracted with 
hot water, the extracts are filtered, the filter is incinerated and 
the ash is again extracted. The combined extracts are dis- 
solved in water up to 100 Cc.; of this 10 Ce. are mixed with 
from 10 to 15 Gm. of sand and are dried. The residue is again 
acidified with hydrochloric acid and with 2 Cc. of a saturated 
solution of oxalic acid, together with 2 Ce. of an alcohol solu- 
tion of curcuma. The mixture is placed in a porcelain dish 
and covered with a funnel, the point of which bears an absorp- 
tion apparatus containing baryta water. The mass is dried by 
passing air through it over a paraffin bath. Then it is mixed 
with 10 Cc. of a curcuma solution, dried and extracted with 
methyl alcohol. The fluid in the absorption apparatus is poured 
into the dish and treated in the same way. The solution of 
coloring-matter is then diluted with alcohol till it shows the 
same color as a sample of known boric acid content. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





f 


Improved Syrup of Hydriodic Acid——W. S. T.—If the 
directions of the Pharmacopeeia are followed carefully, no diffi- 
culty should be experienced in making a permanent syrup. 
However, the trouble complained of by you has been reported be- 
fore, the darkening of the syrup being caused either by cara- 
melization of the sugar, or by actinic glass in faulty contain- 
ers. A certain way out of the difficulty has been proposed by 
W. C. Kirchgessner, in the substitution of glycerin for syrup, 
but, of course, this does not make a pharmacopeial product, and 
its advantages over a properly made syrup are somewhat ques- 
tionable. The following formula will make a 2 per cent. gly- 
cerole of hydriodic acid: 

Potassium iodide. ...208.0 Gm. or 4000 grains 
Potassium hypophosphite. 16.0Gm.or 304 grains 


Tartaric 2010. 0.565. 192.0 Gm. or 3696 grains 
WEN GO sce. tesa ack 240 Ce. or 10 fl. ozs. 


Diluted alcohol. 
Glycerin, 50 per cent. , q. s. 

Dissolve the potassium salts in the water. Dissolve the 
acid in 400 Ce. or 1 pint diluted alcohol. Mix the two solu- 
tions and pack in ice for three hours, shaking bottle occasion- 
ally. Filter. Of the filtrate, 2 fluid ounces added to 14 fluid 
ounces 50 per cent. glycerin will make a 2 per cent. glycerole. 

Biogen and Hopogan.—L. D. P.—Biogen is the trade name 
adopted by the Biogen Company, of New York, for a medicinal 
peroxide of magnesia (magnesium dioxide, MgO,). The sub- 
stance marketed in. Europe under the name Hopogan was orig- 
inally made by the manufacturers of Biogen; Kirchoff and 
Neirath, of Berlin, being the selling agents in Germany for the 
Biogen Company. The latter firm’s contract for the supply of 
Biogen to their then European agents was annulled by mu- 
tual agreement some two years ago, but Hopogan is still be- 
ing sold, and the clinical data and indorseemnts of medical 
authorities belonging to the original Biogen are evidently in 
continuous use. The whole subject of the genesis and nature 
of medicinal dioxides was reviewed by Dr. Friederich Elias, the 
originator of Biogen, in the New York Medical Journal and 
Philadelphia Medical Journal. for December 19, 1903. Dr. 
Elias is a stockholder in the Biogen Company, of New York, 
and is the technical director of that firm’s laboratories. The 
product of the American Company is stated to have a higher 
percentage composition of MgO, than the foreign imitation, but 
of this we have no accurate knowledge. The percentage of 
oxygen in magnesium dioxide is, however, easily determined, 
for potassium permanganate and magnesium dioxide react 
upon each other by the liberation of oxygen and mutual reduc- 
tion upon the addition of dilute sulphuric acid. If 1-100 of 
the molecular weight of magensium dioxide in grammes, based 
upon hydrogen as a unit, equaling 0.28 Gm., be weighed out 
and added to water in a test tube and acidulated with di- 
luted sulphuric acid, the number of Cc. of centinormal vol- 
umetric solution of potassium permanganate used will show 
the quantity of oxygen present in the sample under examina- 
tion. 

Green Color for Violet Ammonia.—O. B.—Green dyes, suit- 
able for tinting solutions of ammonia, can be obtained already 
prepared from perfumers’ supply houses, such as the Evergreen 
Chemical Company, 130 Fulton street, or Fritzsche Brothers, 
37 Barclay street, New York. A satisfactory green tint can be 
obtained by combining blue and yellow in proper proportions. 
If 180 grains of true Spanish saffron are infused in 8 ounces 
of distilled water and solution of indigo carmine added until the 
right tint is reached, nothing better can be devised. The solution 
of indigo carmine is best made as follows: Powder 30 grains of 
indigo in a mortar and desiccate or dry thoroughly over a 
water bath. To the perfectly dry powder add drop by drop 
four times its weight (2 drachms) of fuming sulphuric acid. 
Cover the swoilen mass and set the capsule aside for 24 hours. 
At the end of this time add 3 fluid ounces of distilled water, a 


little at a time, stirring constantly, and then transfer the whole 
to a tall, narrow beaker, or similar vessel, and let stand for 
four days, with occasional stirring. At the end of this time neu- 
tralize exactly with sodium carbonate, being careful to avoid 
any excess of the alkali. Filter the neutralized solution and 
evaporate to dryness in a water bath. The resultant powder is 
sodium sulphindigotate, commonly known as indigo carmine. 

Basis for a Cough Drop.—C. writes: “ Would you kindly 
inform me what basis to use for a cough drop in which anise 
oil is used?” 

Sugar is, of course, the basis for nearly all cough drops. 
There are a number of technical processes employed by confec- 
tioners, and known principally of them for the manufacture 
of candy bases, and it will be found best usually to contract 
with a confectioner for the manufacture of medicated drops 
or lozenges. The following hint is taken from ‘“ Pharmaceu- 
tical Formulas”: Dissolve the sugar in half its weight of 
water (about 144 gallon of water to 8 pounds of sugar being a 
common proportion) by heating on an open fire, and boil until 
there is a scum, which remove. Now add the medicaments 
(excepting the volatile ingredients), carefully and gradually, 
cover the pan and heat to a temperature of 250 to 255 degrees 
F. This is what confectioners call the degree of “ ball.” The 
slab should by this time be ready to receive the boiling, hav- 
ing been well washed, dried and rubbed very lightly with olive 
oil. Pour the boiling upon it to a depth of % to 4 inch and 
allow to cool, meantime incorporating the volatile ingredients. 
When cold score the surface to the required size and break up. 
It is important not to exceed the temperature 255 degrees F., 
otherwise the boiling will go into the amorphous condition and 
become sticky. 

A typical formula for a candy cough drop is the following: 


GUMMUTAIOR! SUMAP s 5-5 ic i oe See eic ik s00d lbs. 10 
PR NESS isc Sea ex ete wees a Ibs. 5 
BISEPRCD TGUONICE Ss. vin. ss awn viewer asin dedi Ib. 1 
ig i. Ly fl. oz. 4 
TEOMA NOUN 6 i66.45.5.5.04.04 006400 59.6 0 006 oz. 1 
Powdered ipecac root............0. eee 0z. Y% 
st. RE a Oe eee eile eC e ese) uh fl. oz. 1 
CI MONO ii ski Aa Nee ARR ES fl. oz. % 
ASEM: COD CRON 565 ain cnsie: shyennind e500 Baie ae OZ. 

1 A er rly Peer te pints 4 


Melt the sugars in the water and bring to a boil. Add the 
cream of tartar, and continue.¢o boil to the degree of “ crack ;” 
incorporate the liquorice and continue the boiling for five min- 
utes more, then pour out on a stone slab and work the remain- 
ing ingredients into the mass, finally running the mass through 
a machine mold cutting it into “ drops.” 

Boiling sugar to the degree of “crack ¥ is not a task to be 
lightly undertaken by the tyro, as it means continuous boiling at 
a temperature of 310 to 315 degrees I. until the sugar be- 
comes amorphous; and when a portion is tested by pouring on a 
cold marble slab the candy is hard, brittle and transparent. 
To attain this degree of heat the pot must be covered; if it be- 
comes too hot the cover must be removed or slid partly off, and 
it must be constantly watched lest it boil over. By his manipu- 
lation of the fire and the shifting of the pot cover the expert 
candy maker keeps just the right degree of heat without the 
aid of a thermometer with the dexterity born of long practice. 

Works on Pharmaceutical History.—M. A. L. writes: 
“Would you please refer me through Queries and Answers to 
any book or books in English dealing with the history of phar- 
macy in general and the history of American pharmacy?” 

The only work in English on pharmaceutical history in 
general that occurs to us at the moment is Peters’ “ Pictorial 
History of Ancient Pharmacy,” in the translation of Dr. Wil- 
liam Netter, which is published by G. P. Engelhard, 358 Dear- 
born street, Chicago, at $2. A review of the history of phar- 
macy in the United States is contained in the address of Dr. 
Fred. Hoffmann, formerly of New York and now of Charlotten- 
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burg, Berlin, as read at the jubilee meeting of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, in Philadelphia, and published in 
the Proceedings of the association for 1902. 

Maretine, a New Antepyretic.—Barjanski (Apotheker 
Zeitung, 1904, p. 484) describes, under the name of maretine, a 
preparation which is said to bean antifebrin without any toxic 
properties, and has been used chiefly in the fever of consump- 
tion. It is a methylacetanilid, in which the acetyl group has 
been replaced by the combination NH-CO-NH,. 


Correspondence. 


The Meaning of the §& Sign. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—Apropos of your article on the B sign in the AMERI- 
cAN Druccist for September 5, it will probably interest you 
to know that this point has been pretty thoroughly discussed 
before, and you will find that “ Xrayser” wrote about some- 
thing on which he was not posted. If you have back files of 
the Chemist and Druggist of London I refer you to the issues of 
May 30, 1891; June 6, 1891, and July 25, 1891. If you have no 
such back files, permit me to call your attention to my work on 
the “ Prescription,” third edition, page 200, where you will find 
essentially the matter referred to in connection with the Chem- 
ist and Druggist, but with the controversial (and their) side 
left out. O. A. WALL. 

Sr. Lovis September 16, 1904. 


Drug Clerks Are Wanted in California. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—In the AMERICAN Druceist for August 8 we find on 
page 100 an article headed “Too Many Drug Clerks in Cali- 
fornia.” 

We note that your information comes from the San Fran- 
cisco Drug Clerks’ Association; in other words, Labor Union 
No. 142, which is the Drug Clerks’ Union, affiliated with the 
Labor Council of this city, to whose advantage it is to keep 
out of our State all competent help of any kind. 

For your information I will say that there is not a particle 
of truth in the statements made by this association. We can 
give you the names of prominent retail druggists in all the 
large cities who desire clerks at once, and, further, will say 
that there is no time but what we can use a dozen competent, 
experienced drug men, and we are anxious to secure the serv- 
ices of that many at the present time, and any clerk who de- 
sires a position if he presents himself to Mr. Cosden of the 
W. B. Riker Company, of New York, or to Mr. Campbell of the 
Economical Drug Company, of Chicago, and presents his cre- 
dentials and proves that he is a satisfactory man, they will en- 
gage him for us. 

We know now where positions are open for 25 good men at 
salaries ranging from $75 to $100 a month and over. 

The drug business in California at present is in a very 
healthy condition and the only handicap the retail druggists 
have is the miserably incompetent help that is obtainable, and 
this is practicaliy caused by the actions and influence of the 
Drug Clerks’ Labor Union. Yours very truly, 

R. E, MILcer. 

San Francisco, Car., August 29, 1904. 


More Sesquipedalia. 
To the Editor: 

Sim,—Speaking of long names, the chemical woods are full 
of them. Here are samples from the current number of the 
Journal of the Chemical Society : 

Bis-p-chloro-o-nitro benzylidene-p-phenylene-diamine. 

8-Hydroxy-f-4-chloro-2-nitrophenylmethyl ketone. 

1-Pheny]-4-p-chloro-o-nitrobenzylidene-3-methy]-pyrazolone. 
A. B. Lyons. 
Derroit, Micu., August 29, 1904. 
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A Text Book or MATERIA Mepica. Including Laboratory Exer- 
cises in the Histological and Chemical Examination of 
Drugs. For Pharmaceutical and Medical Schools and for 
Home Study. By Robert A. Hatcher, Ph. G.,-M. D., In- 
structor in Pharmacology, Cornell University Medical 
School, New York; formerly Professor of Materia Medica 
and Vegetable Histology, Cleveland School of Pharmacy, 
ete., and Torald Sollmann, M. D., Associate Professor of 
Pharmacology and Materia Medica in the Medical Depart- 
ment of Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. Pp. 

‘ 411. Illustrated. Philadelphia, New York, London. W. B. 

Saunders & Co., 1904. [Flexible leather, $2.00.] 

One of the authors of this volume has always been a con- 
sistent advocate of the laboratory method of studying organic 
materia medica, and the present volume is largely taken up 
with an exposition of the methods of studying the cell structure 
of plants by microscopical and chemical means. This is by 
far the most valuable portion of the work, what precedes it 
being made up largely of extracts from the Pharmacopeia. We 
are sorry to observe that the authors are afflicted with the 
-ic habit, which leads them to the use of such cacophonies as 
chemic, histologic, etc. The fad of dropping the final e from 
the terminations -ide and -ine is also followed by the authors. 
In other respects the book is calculated to serve an admirable 
purpose in leading to systematic methods of studying the 
morphology and histology of plants. It is convenient in size 
and easy to handle, being a small octavo in flexible covers. 


A Text Book oF ALKALOIDAL THERAPEUTICS. Being a condensed 
Resumé of All Available Literature on the Subject of the 
Active Principles, Added to the Personal Experience of the 
Authors. By W. F. Waugh, M. D., and W. C. Abbott, M. D., 
with the collaboration of E. M. Epstein, M. D., Chicago. The 
Clinic Publishing Company, 1904. Pp. 405. [Price, $5.00.] 
The appearance of this volume bears testimony to the con- 

stantly increasing number of physicians who are followers of 
the alkaloidal idea and aim to substitute the active principles 
of drugs for the less exact galenical preparations. The subject 
of alkaloidal therapeutics has heretofore received scant atten- 
tion in medical literature, but if Drs. Waugh, Abbott and Ep- 
stein have their way a literature will soon be collected of rich 
and helpful volume, well calculated to convert therapeutic pes- 
simists to a full belief in the virtues of drug medication. In 
the volume before us about 150 different remedies are discussed 
and among these are all the important alkaloids and also the 
concentrations, resinoids and other preparations which may be 
conveniently included under the general title of active princi- 
ples. The source and constitution of the different remedies are 
described with great thoroughness, while the conditions of the 
system in which their use is indicated are described and the 
action of the remedies fully detailed. The practical character 
of the volume is enhanced by the insertion of interleaved blank 
pages for the convenience of physicians who desire to record 
their own experiences. The book would make a valuable addi- 
tion to the pharmacist’s library, as it contains a large amount 
of needed information regarding the source and constitution of 
the drugs which are used by physicians of the eclectic school. 

APPLETONS’ MeEpicaL Dictionary. An Illustrated Dictionary 
of Medicine and Allied Subjects, in Which Are Given the 
Derivation, Accentuation and Definition of Terms Used 
Throughout the Entire Field of Medical Science. Edited by 
Frank P. Foster, M. D., Editor The New York Medical 
Journal and Philadelphia Medical Journal, of “‘ A Reference 
Book of Practical Therapeutics,” and of Foster’s Iilustrated 
Encyclopedic Medical Dictionary. New York and London. 
D. Appleton & Co., 1904. [Price, half leather, $10.00; with 
thumb index, $11.00.] 

Recently, in discussing with a friend the possible value of a 
medical dictionary to pharmacists the question was raised 
as to whether the pharmacist had any real need for a dic- 
tionary for either medical or pharmaceutical terms; and the 
point seemed at first to be well taken; for surely, the pharma- 
cist who keeps well abreast with the progress of science has 
small need for works of reference such as dictionaries, which 
are supposed to define the meanings of medical and pharma- 
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ceutical terms as used by medical and pharmaceutical writers 
and understood of physicians and pharmacists. When, how- 
ever, we come to consider the enormous output of medical and 
pharmaceutical literature that is constantly being urged upon 
the attention of students and practitioners and the many new 
terms that are constantly coming into use, the need of a dic- 
tionary such as the one before us will be readily apparent. 

As the dean of the medical editors of this country, Dr. Frank 
P. Foster holds an honored place, and his confréres in the medi- 
cal profession are quick to recognize and honor his accom- 
plished scholarship, which makes him easily first among medi- 
cal lexicographers. His Encyclopedic Dictionary, in four vol- 
umes, which the present work replaces to some extent, was a 
great undertaking, worthily executed, and despite its increas- 
ing age is still the standard work of its kind. This new one vol- 
ume edition, entitled Appletons’ Medical Dictionary, is a work 
which we can unhesitatingly recommend to pharmacists, for its 
treatment of pharmaceutical terms is at once thorough, exact 
and in accordance with the latest pharmacopeial nomenclature. 

To one who has suffered from the vagaries of faddists aspir- 
ing to be lexicographers it is truly refreshing to note in this 
work that the editor has not been led away by such new fads 
in orthography as dispensing with the final e in the termina- 
tions -ine and -ide, the suppression of diphthongs, or the substi- 
tution of the termination -ic for -ical, notwithstanding the great 
temptation to which he has been subjected by young writers, as 
well as by recent dictionary makers old enough to know better. 

Dr. Foster has yielded to a modern tendency to the extent 
of indicating alkaloidal substances of proprietary origin, which 
the makers spell without the final e, by adding the e and inclos- 
ing it within parenthesis marks, the German proprietary syn- 
thetic compound of morphine being spelled in this way, i. e., 
heroin(e). Other forms which have been sufficiently used and 
recognized to warrant a place in a dictionary of medical and 
pharmaceutical terms are not excluded, even though they 
might once have been properly described as fads in spelling. 
Considerable space has been given to definitions of new rem- 
edies and the products of medicinal plants such as alkaloids, 
barks, gums and oils are treated in their proper vocabulary 
order. 

In Appletons’ Medical Dictionary we have found the defini- 
tions unusually full and accurate for a work of its kind and 
have already utilized it to advantage in editorial work, one 
of our recent answers to a query being based upon information 
contained in it regarding one of the various staining fluids used 
in bacteriological work, the composition of which is concisely 
stated under the term Stain. Considering the bulkiness of the 
volume, the publishers have executed their work well, the book 
being clearly printed in readable type on good paper and bound 
in a substantial and durable manner. 





Arsylin and Protylin.—Schaerdes (Pharmaceutische Cen- 
tralhalle, September 1, 1904) contributes new data to our knowl- 
edge of the new compounds known as protylin and arsylin. 
Protylin is closely related to the nucleins, on account of its 
phosphorus content, but it is much more easily absorbed than 
the nuclein and possesses a very marked nutritive power. Al- 
though the same may be said of lecithin, yet comparative tests 
prove that much more decisive effects may be obtained by the 
feeding of animals with protylin. 

A great advantage, also, is the fact that combinations of 
iodine, bromine, iron, etc., may be readily prepared with these 
phosphorus-proteid compounds. At the suggestion of Kocher of 
Berne a compound of protylin with arsenic has been prepared, 
and this new compound is highly valued on account of its great 
tonic properties and its nutritive qualities. The arsenic com- 
pound is called arsylin and contains 0.1 per cent. of arsenic 
and 2.6 per cent. phosphorus. It is yellowish-white, odorless 
and of a mild acid taste. It is easily absorbed and digested. 
The dose is 1 Gm., which contains 0.001 Gm. of arsenic, and 
the daily amount to be given is from 3 to 4 Gm. It is used 
wherever arsenic is indicated, especially in chronic malaria, de- 
bility, ete. 
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By W. A. DAWSON 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for increas- 
ing trade, advertising experiences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 


vertising matter. Specimens of current advertising will he 
reproduced, with suggestive analysis and criticism, and queries 

relative to advertising matters will be answered. To aboid 
ez address communications to the Department of ony. |} 
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AURA CALIDA. 


Doth a wise man utter vain knowledge and fill his belly 
with the east wind? Shall he weary himself with unprofit- 
able talk and utter that which can do no good? 

The more one studies advertising the more one wonders at 
the vagaries of advertisers—their queer concepts of the nature 
and aims of it. The roundabout ways by which they approach 
it and the devious and eccentric manner in which they pursve 
it is astonishing; while the foolish and reckless way in which the 
average advertiser squanders money on it is oftentimes dis- 
couraging. 

All this is the result of sheer ignorance of the subject; of 
what advertising is; of what it will do, and of how and why it 
does it. 

Advertising is but a plain, simple business proposition; as 
simple a matter as keeping your books, or filing your bills, or 
keeping track of your cash, or keeping up the stock. 

If ignorant of even the rudiments of bookkeeping, your busi- 
ness accounts would be in mighty bad shape, wouldn’t they? 
And though thoroughly versed in the theory and practice of 
bookkeeping, if you used no system in your work, your books 
would still be in bad shape, would they not? 

It is just the same with your advertising, and just as much 
a detail of your business. 

You do not need to know so much of the theory and practice 
of accounting as a chartered accountant, but you should know 
enough of it to enable you to keep the books of your business in 
“a proper and workmanlike manner.” 

Nor do you need so great a knowledge of advertising as the 
director of advertising in 4 big department store; but you do 
need a clear comprehension of the basic principles of the art 
and a sufficient knowledge of its workings to use it for the bet- 
terment of your business, 

Bookkeeping is not doing fine engrossing, nor doing ledger 
heads in fancy lettering, nor trying thé “ effect” of all sorts of 
colored inks, nor making funny sketches on the corner of a 
page, nor putting curious twists on a customer’s name or an 
entered item: it’s a purely business matter; an important de- 
tail of your business, to be done soberly, thoughtfully, syste- 
matically and with painstaking care to have it perfectly correct 
in form and detail. 

Likewise, advertising does not consist of doing stunts with 
type, ink and paper. It is simply a method of soliciting trade— 
a written message sent broadcast among people of a locality, or 
of a class, whose patronage you desire; and, also, to those who 
are already your customers and may be induced to buy more. 

Now, here is a plain business proposition, a purely business 
problem, to be solved in a business way. There is nothing queer 
about it, there’s nothing funny about it, there’s nothing compli- 
cated about it—it’s just business. 

“A pharmacist wishes to reach certain people with a busi- 
ness talk, or a series of talks.” 

“What is the best means of getting his message to these 
people? ” 

“What shall he say and in what form shall he say it?” 

That is his whole advertising problem. 
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There is nothing abstruse about this, nothing esoteric, nor 
complicated. 

It is easily solved with the aid of some little knowledge of 
advertising, of business methods with system and common 
sense. 

Advertising is not magic, whose mysteries are only known 
to certain adepts yclept “experts” who have but to write an 
incantation, bid you perform certain ceremonies, then lay back 
and watch the crowds rush in and fairly force their money 
on you. 

Advertising won't do you any permanent good unless you 
have something better than the ordinary to offer. It won’t 
build up a big business for a “small” man, nor a fine trade for 
a shiftless storekeeper, nor solid trade for a tricky tradesman. 

But if you are a fairly good business man, know your busi- 
ness well, and like it well enough to do things a little better 
than the average, to keep a little bit ahead of your competitors, 
stock a little bit better grade of goods than seems necessary, 
take a little more pains with customers than they deserve or 
than their trade seems really worth, make your promises a little 
bit less than their fulfillment; why, then, you will find in ad- 
vertising a power that will enable you to distance your com- 
petitors with the speed of a red devil wagon running away 
from a wheelbarrow. 

“INKITIS.” 
Peculiar Effect of P. I. upon Adders. 

The greatest thing in the world is ink: greatest of man- 
created things. Insignificant it seems as it flows from pen and 
press in millions, billions, trillions uncountable of tiny streams ; 
but it is the vehicle of human energy, the energizing force of 
the modern world and the director of that energy ; the fertilizer 
of mind, making it possible for ten thousand minds to work for 
the advancement of all, where but one worked before. 

There seems to have been no investigation made nor any 
hypothesis constructed that accounts for some of the peculiar 
alienating effects that printers’ ink has upon the human mind. 
The commonest is the curious auto-intoxication that is often 
observed following upon the thought suggestion that comes to 
the mind when the patient sits down to write some simple ad- 
vertising statement to be reproduced in printers’ ink. The 
mere thought of the latter causes complete mental metamor- 
phosis. The mind of the man whose talk is “ all business” be- 
comes as that of the schoolboy who takes his pen in hand to 
write his first composition. The quiet, sedate and dignified 
man begins to prance and caper and work off hoary-headed 
jokes in clumsy imitation of the veriest clown. He whose 
speech was so clear and straight to the point writes as one in 
a state of much muddle, but very dignified inebriety, and then 
closes without getting within hailing distance of the point; and 
so on, ad infinitum, the controlling idea seeming to be the 
thought that they must turn their minds inside out while writ- 
ing advertising matter, that such writing must be something as 
different as possible from their usual style of expression, that 
they must completely disguise their personality. 

It is thought that the author of “ Mr. Hekyll and Dr. Jyde 
had in mind this well-known fact when he wrote that hackneyed 
melodramatic comedy and only changed the original version at 
the solicitation of his stage manager, who convinced him that 
there must be some visible cause for the change, that no au- 
dience would regard seriously either a smell or an hypnotic 
suggestion, “ because they couldn’t see ’em.” As a compromise 
Jyde was made to swallow the ink relabeled “ elixir.” 


Non-Dividend Paying Advertising. 


Having delivered our opinions in the case, we now offer in 
evidence thereof a certain document marked 


” 


“ EXHIBIT A.” 
This is a booklet of eight white pages measuring about 5x 7 
inches, with a lurid cover that we will call purple. We shall 


call it “ Jones’s Purple Book,” because we “ ain’t goin’ to name 
no names, n’r hurt no one’s feelin’s.” 

It is obvious that Jones is proud of this little brochure, now 
that the deed is done, but we see in it the fine “ Italian” hand 
and imprint of a certain “———— 


Press ’— we'll wager the words 
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“ Art Printers,” or the equivalent thereof, can be found on their 
stationery; we think it assumes that the latter were acces- 
sories before the fact. 

The front cover of the booklet reads: 
JONES’ 
PURPLE BOOK 
August, 1904. 
Published every little while 
by the 
Jno. J. Jones Pharmacy, Jonesville. 


Vol. I. No. 1. 


On each side of this matter is a stock ornament of a “ cat- 
tail,” growing in a flower pot, reaching nearly from bottom to 
top of page; the same bulrush, without the pot, appears on the 
outer margin of each inside page. The back and both inside 
pages of the purple cover are unsullied by ink. 

Page 1 contains an “ Introduction’’; pages 2 and 3 “ The 
Care of the Hair” and an old joke; at page 6 the afflatus flat- 
tened out and a “Cut Prices” list was run in as a “filler”; 
page 7 still flatter, three stale jokes are pried out of “ Judge” 
to save the “make-up.” A half-page soda ad. on page 8 was 
spaced out to fill the page and the Purple Book went to press, 
Jones, no doubt, heaving a sigh of relief over the ending of 
his herculean labors. 

Of course, there’s nothing to prevent Jones blowing in his 
money on an eight-page booklet, or sixteen pages, and fill them 
with hot air or leave ’em blank, as he likes, either for his per- 
sonal amusement or the delectation of his friends and admirers; 
but, really, he shouldn’t speak of it as advertising: it’s sinful! 

Advertising is printed salesman’s talk, business talk that 
will sell goods or lead up to selling them. I’ll bet that the 
traveling salesmen that Jones likes best and buys most goods 
from are not those who talk drivel instead of business; not the 
tellers of stale jokes, not the jolliers, nor the smart alecks, nor 
the hot air engines—but the plain talking, clear thinking fel- 
lows who know their goods, their prices, the state of general 
trade and markets, and are “all business;” the kind that you 
can sit down and talk with for an hour or two and be so deeply 
interested that it seems but a few minutes, and who won’t say 
a word outside of trade matters in all that time; the kind who 
tell you things you want to know, things that you are glad to 
know, things that are helpful to you in your business—in buy- 
ing, selling, or saving. 

Yet Jones and his ilk when he talks to HIS customers takes 
an ounce of information and dilutes it with ten gallons of 
“ guff,” making about as palatable a mess as whale oil and 
sulphur. One of the ingredients of this concoction is the time- 
worn tale of the green Irishman who saw the two fire engines 
go by spouting fire in the night and yells: “They’re movin’ 
Hades ; two loads just gone by ;’’ and he vulgarly speaks of the 
housewife as “the boss lady” of the home. 

Advertising that is intended for clean American homes can- 
not be too carefully edited. 

The cause of this sort of stuff is a wrong conception of 
what advertising is. Jones wrongly assumes that people are 
not interested in drugs and will not read shop talk; that he 
must attract their attention and keep them good natured with 
prance and grimace, witty exaggeration and cute sayings. He 
is the one man in all the world who does not know what dreary 
drivel the reader finds it. When a man hasn’t anything to say 
or don’t know what to say, why publish an eight-page booklet 
to say it in? 

We give a few selections, showing how Jones says it: 

INTRODUCTION, 


On this my first appearance, allow me to introduce myself and 
make tiny graceful bow to the ever indulgent public. 

Do net cast me aside, I beg, without a hearing. Within my pages 
you will find much to interest the most disinterested person, and should 
you peruse my contents and find naught to commend ete 

* ” * + * 

File me away, then, and when you need information as to drugs. 
toilet articles, housel:eld necessities or anything which should be car- 
ried or known in a first-class, up-to-date drug store you will find me a 
willing guide and an infallible informer as to where, how and when to 
_— cure and take in hand the difficulty with which your soul is per- 
viexed. 

p + * * * * 

Who is there in this vale of tears, and who, on account of their 
continued residence in the aforesaid valley of lachrymose moisture. 
uses drugs and medicines. 
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The Trade Outlook. 


STATEMENTS BY LEADING WHOLESALE DRUG FIRMS SHOW 
PROSPEROUS TRADE CONDITIONS. 

In response to inquiries by mail the AMERICAN DRUGGIST has been favored by the 
leading wholesale druggists, by retailers doing a wholesale business, and by drug and 
chemical manufacturers with statements relative to the present condition of trade and 
the outlook for the fall and winter seasons. Replies have been received from nearly every 
section of the country, and their.volume furnishes a pleasing indication of the interest 
which the inquiries have aroused. The almost complete unanimity of expression regarding 
the improvement in business conditions is striking. The dominant note is one of satis- 
faction with present conditions and the future outlook. Prosperity reigns North, South, 
East and West, and never before in a Presidential election year has trade been less affected 
by the progress of a political campaign. In the West and Southwest particularly a general 
improvement in business has developed within the past few months, and commercial con- 
ditions are most encouraging. Crops in most sections of the country have beer more 
abundant than in previous years, and with wheat and other grains commanding higher 
prices, the farming community are living in an era of prosperity. An epitome of the 
reports made to us might read: The condition of business was never better; crops are 
abundant, orders are numerous, and the outlook is for a much increased volume of trade 


MATZ & COHEN, NEW YORK. 


In our opinion the prospects 
for a resumption of business 
activity in the near future are 
very promising. The pre-elec- 
tion lull experienced at present 
in every part of the country is, 
in our judgment, but tempo- 
rary, and when, with whatever 
result, the contest is over, and 
with it the termination of a 
great part of the labor troubles, 
which happen to flourish on the 
eve of a national election, we 
cannot but again witness the 
wheels of Uncle Sam’s machin- 
ery running to their utmost ca- 
pacity, with an increased and 
uninterrupted activity, for some 
years at least, in every branch 
of industry and commerce. 


GERITY BROTHERS, ELMIRA, N, Y. 


We can report fair trade, 
with some signs of improve- 
ment, as farmers’ summer work 





in all departments of business. 


The reports which follow are, it will be perceived, from the leaders in the trade, and 
a careful perusal of them is commended to every reader who would make himself ac- 
quainted with actual trade conditions or who seeks data to make a forecast of the future 


prospect. 


The Eastern States. 

’ LEHN & FINK, NEW YORK. 

The trade outlook for the coming season in decidedly promis- 
ing. The usual summer lethargy has disappeared and a 
healthy business condition now prevails. The present firm 
market on many staples, etc., must be taken as an evidence 
that the demand for goods will be at least as active as in 
former seasons; in fact, an increase in volume of business is 
confidently looked for. 

MERCK & CO., NEW YORK. 


The condition of trade in general in the recent past has 
been highly satisfactory and it continues so at the present time. 
We ascribe this condition to the general stability of things eco- 
nomical, industrial and financial. The outlook for the continu- 
ance of steady purpose and stable policy in federal affairs prom- 
ises the continuance of favorable trade conditions. Trade in 
isolated branches will have its periods of depression, even un- 
der normal conditions; but widespread depression only results 
from general disturbances, due to violent changes requiring a 
readjustment of trade affairs to the altered conditions. As 
there seems at present to be no danger of radical changes in 
broad policies of the Government we can look forward hope- 
fully to the future continuance of material prosperity. 


FAIRCHILD BROS. & FOSTER, NEW YORK- 


Our business has been most satisfactory this year, par- 
ticularly during the last few months. Our orders are well dis- 
tributed all over the country, and our collections are at least 
as good as usual. Feeling sure of at least rair crops, we look 
forward to a busy fall and winter, and we believe that there 
will be less disturbance in the general business of this country 
than usually prevails during the Presidential campaign. 


EIMER & AMEND, NEW YORK. 


Trade is improving and we are looking for a further in- 
crease. Advancing prices, due to scarcity of drugs, herbs, etc., 
at primary sources, tend to make buyers uncertain as to supply- 
ing their future wants, and as such purchases show actual 
need, we think such conditions indicative of the true situation. 
On the whole we are very well satisfied and believe that the 
future will justify our most sanguine expectations. 


GEORGE LUEDERS & CO., NEW YORK. 


We believe in a good business before us, particularly for 
the reason that high prices are obtained by the farmers for 
their products. A very large amount of money, figuring into 
hundreds of millions, have come to this country in payment of 
the much higher prices obtained for cotton and wheat, and we 
certainly feel that this will have an influence on the general 
business. Notwithstanding. this being election year, and more 
particularly the many strikes which we have had to put up 
with in different parts of the country, the trade has been very 
good in all directions and with all the different industries with 
which we are dealing. 


draws to a close; they have 
had fair crops. Customers look 
for good fall business consider- 
ing it is Presidential year. 


THEODORE MERRITT’S SONS, NEW- 
BURGH, N. Y. 
Vrospects for a good fal] and winter business in our section 
seems good. The summer season has proved better than any 
of the previous years on account of the boarding districts hav- 
ing completed a most prosperous season. 


M’MONAGLE & ROGERS, MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


Those closest in touch with the retail drug trade report only 
iu fair volume of business, without any signs of prospective 
betterment. The continued tendency toward loss of trade 
through department stores and other competitors, who seem 
able to handle certain lines in larger volume and at lower price 
than the retail druggist is able to, the shrinkage of prescription 
business and other causes mean a lesser volume of business and 
smaller profits, while the expenses of conducting the retail drug 
business are constantly increasing. As a profession, phar- 
macy is surely taking a higher plane; as a commercial calling, 
it is not growing in desirability. ‘ Survival of the fittest” 
seems the most that can be hoped for from the future. 


ALBANY CHEMICAL COMPANY, ALBANY, N. Y. 


Answering your inquiry as to present condition of business 
and prospect for the future, will say that we find business sat- 
isfactory, notwithstanding the impending Presidential election. 
With good crops and the election over, we anticipate a very 
good business to the close of the year. 

CHARLES HUBBARD, SON & CO., SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

We are glad to state that business in this locality is fully 
up to the average, and prospects seem flattering for the com- 
ing months. The usual unfavorable conditions incident to the 
Presidential year seem not to obtain, and the general feeling 
is one of confidence in the future. While there is a constant 
reduction of profit, collections are very satisfactory as a whole 
and the losses down to a minimum, 

THE WELCH GRAPE JUICE COMPANY, WESTFIELD, N. Y. 

While, no doubt, there has been a depression in business, by 
special effort we have had the usual increase in our sales. 
The remarkably cool summer has made it hard for all soft 
drinks. We see nothing discouraging in the future. 

THE GLEASON GRAPE JUICE COMPANY, FREDONIA, N. Y. 

The demand for our products has been greater the past sea- 
son than at any time heretofore. We believe, however, that 
this in our case is due largely to the pure food agitation, in con- 
nection with the fact that our goods are sold on a money guar- 
antee of purity. The past season has been very cold and un- 
favorable for fruit juices, and we do not believe, as a rule, 
that the trade on fruit juices has been more than fair. We 
anticipate, however, a very good season next year, and if the 
weather is favorable we anticipate a larger sale of our products 
than any one year heretofore, 


THE SAMUEL FELT COMPANY, WATERTOWN, N. Y. 


Our trade was never better; in fact, is on the increase and 
has been for the past year. We see no reason why it should 
not continue to increase, as all business in this section is good 
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Cc. B. SMITH & CO., NEWARK, N. J. 


Trade in and around Newark was ahead of last year to 
June 1. During June and July it seemed to fall off some. 
Since August 1 it has gradually been picking up again, and this 
month will be, with August, a good one, The August and Sep- 
tember months generally show the trend of business for the last 
three of the year, and the outlook is very encouraging indeed. 


THE BURLINGAME & DARBYS COMPANY, NORTH ADAMS, MASS. 


While we are suffering from a temporary depression, due to 
industrial dullness, we are hopeful that with the new cotton 


crop there will be an improvement in our textile industries — 


that will brighten up general trade. 
BURLINGTON DRUG COMPANY, BURLINGTON, VT. 


We are pleased to state that the trade conditions in Vermont 
at present seem to be very satisfactory. While we have some 
large manufacturing industries in the State, we depend mostly 
for the support of trade upon the farmers. Vermont has been 
favored this year by having had early in the season an abun- 
dant amount of maple sugar, and the farmers have been par- 
ticularly favored in raising all products for different markets. 
Collections compare favorably with former years, and we feel 
that the outlook for business is good. 


SMITH, KLINE & FRENCH COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA. 


Our impression is that with the exception of the slight 
slump in the volume of business during the months of May, 
June and July, the year 1904 will be quite equal in sales to 
that of last year, which, perhaps, was high water mark during 
the present era of prosperity. We regard the present condition 
of the drug trade as quite satisfactory, and the general business 
of the country, considering that we are passing through the 
Presidential year, as more than usually prosperous. 


H. K. MULFORD COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA. 


It affords us pleasure to state that the summer has been an 
exceedingly active one and the fall promises to be a record 
breaker. Local conditions have considerable influence on these 
conditions, but taking the country as a whole, the outlook is 
very encouraging. While the labor question has had consid- 
erable effect on business in the cities where these troubles have 
been mostly confined, the general condition of business through- 
out the country is in very satisfactory condition. 


SHOEMAKER & BUSCH, PHILADELPHIA. 


In my opinion general trade conditions are decidedly better 
to-day than they were one year ago. This is the case not only 
with the wholesale drug trade, but likewise with business gen- 
erally. The excellent crops of last year were no doubt the 
main cause of the comparative degree of prosperity which has 
existed since, and while the crop prospects on the whole are 
not as favorable this year, prices will average much higher, and 
this will, no doubt, accomplish the same result. It is always 
well for every business man to be cautious and conservative, 
but at present I do not know of any particular cause for alarm 
in the near future for either the wholesale or retail druggist. 


DR. GEO. BOSS & CO., LEBANON, PA. 


We are not among the leading wholesale druggists in the 
United States, but are small jobbers and retailers, having a 
limited trade only, so that any expression from us as to the 
conditions and prospects of trade would be valueless. We will 
state, however, that during the month of August trade was 
very much off, but since September 1 there has been consider- 
able increase, and prospects seem much brighter. The publi- 
cation of letters and editorial analysis of the conditions of 
trade, such as you contemplate, will, no doubt, be very valuable. 


J. T. BRADY, HONESDALE, PA. 


In the limited territory which we cover trade conditions 
have been fairly satisfactory ; collections, as a whole, are fairly 
good; crop conditions very good, and therefore the outlook for 
fall and winter trade good. 


MOYER BROS., BLOOMSBURG, PA. 


The drug trade in this vicinity, covering about nine counties 
within a radius of 50 miles of this city, has been unusually good 


this year, about 20 per cent. in excess of last year; 
collections fairly good; cash discounts more frequently 
taken; buyers careful; nothing speculative; buying 


only for immediate needs; staples always preferred. We see 
no reason why the fall and winter trade should not exceed 
that of last year. Crops unusually good, with prices largely 
in excess of last year. Farmers lenders, rather than borrow- 
ers. All manufacturing industries running full time and pay- 


ing big wages. Mechanics employed full time, and ordinary 
laborers scarce. 
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The Middle States. 
THE WALDING, KINNAN & MARVIN COMPANY, TOLEDO, OHIO. 


We think the general situation for the fall drug business is 
fair. During the summer months there has been something 
of a falling off in business, and collections have not been as 
good as a year ago. Business seems to be looking up now, and 
collections are better. 


THE KAUFFMAN-LATTIMER COMPANY, COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


The first five months of 1904 we enjoyed the largest business 
in the wholesale drug line that we have ever had in our 24 
years’ experience. June and July fell considerably below the 
average, but August was again heavy, being quite a large in- 
crease over last year in August. The prospects shown so far 
in September are for unusual trade, and we are looking for a 
heavy business the balance of this year. The crops through 
this section have been abundant, and we have the promise of 
as good an average year as we have ever had. 


PARKE, DAVIS & CO., DETROIT. 


The inclosed copy of a short article on page 5229 of the 
World’s Work for September hits off admirably my own idea 
of present and prospective conditions in the business world. 
While for many years we have recorded each month an in- 
crease in our business as compared with our total sales during 
the corresponding month of the previous year, we found it less 
easy to effect such an increase during June and July, and our 
gains were somewhat below the normal monthly average. 
August, however, exhibited a vast improvement over June and 
July. The tone of the drug market was audibly better and 
stronger. I consider fine the present outlook for September 
and the remaining months of 1904, and I am convinced that as 
soon as the President is elected the country will take a “ fresh 
start” and show all the signs, desirable and undesirable, of a 
boom year. Of course the drug business is an uncommonly 
stable, equable business. It is less depressed by panics and 
less stimulated by general prosperity than perhaps any other. 

If people are sick they must have medicine. If they are 
“ flush” they won’t buy drugs simply because they have plenty 
of money. Medicines are no luxuries. At the same time 
fluctuations in general trade conditions undoubtedly affect the 
drug business, though more slowly and less conspicuously than 
trade in general merchandise. 


THE MICHIGAN DRUG COMPANY, DETROIT. 


The present state of trade is most excellent, and up to writ- 
ing sales have been very gratifying. We can see no reason 
why the outlook for the coming season, both this fall and next 
spring, should not be good. Although crops in this section are 
not equal to the crops in the West, yet the better prices ob- 
tained in many cases bring them up to the usual average. We 
hear no complaints in the interior of Michigan, where our drug 
trade practically lies; in fact, in personal conversation, the 
trade report prospects good, and believe there is no reason why 
fall trade should not be up to or better than the average, not- 
withstanding the Presidential year. In our perfume and spe- 
cialty departments, which extend all over the United States, 
we show a most gratifying increase, approximately between 
40 and 50 per cent. As perfumes are a luxury, we consider the 
showing a most extraordinary one, especially in the face of the 
coming Presidential campaign. 

FREDERICK STEARNS & CO., DETROIT. 

If the reports of our travelers may be taken as an index, the 
year’s business as a whole should average up with the best. From 
some sections there has come complaint, such as the blighting 
effects of the boll weevil in ‘Texas; but this is a local condition, 
and our experience to date would indicate that a Presidential 
year has not affected drug interests materially. The outlook 
is much brighter now than predictions earlier in the season 
seemed to warrant, and the bugaboo of a political campaign's 
influencing the year’s business has at least been dissipated. 
The history of the drug business is either “feast or famine,” 
and while the public health has much to do with the measure 
of it either way, yet because Wall Street has a case of chills 
and fever it does not follow that the country at large is suffer- 
ing from malaria. We feel that we have reason to congratu- 
late ourselves on the results so far, and the future looks en- 
couraging for a continuance of good business. 

PECK BROTHERS, GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 

The general conditions of trade in our vicinity are good. 
Our farmers are in excellent condition and are probably more 
nearly out of debt this year than ever before. Our business 
and our leading industry, furniture, is not quite up to the vol- 
ume of former years, particularly in the higher priced goods, 
but the general conditions are good and the outlook for the fall 
and winter season is excellent. 
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DANIEL STEWART COMPANY, INDIANAPOLIS. 


In our opinion the outlook for business is better than it was 
12 months ago. During the early part of 1904 retail dealers 
bought very conservatively, and their sales were not up to the 
standard. This in turn affected the jobbing trade, but during 
the past few months a much better feeling has prevailed. With 
a good corn crop practically assured, all other crops (except 
wheat) excellent, live stock prices good, and the manufacturing 
industries throughout this territory in much better condition 
than last season, there is every indication that the coming 
year will be a prosperous one. 


WARD BROS. DRUG COMPANY, INDIANAPOLIS. 


The outlook for trade in this section is at present quite 
satisfactory, having materially improved during the last 30 
days. The drought during the summer months having been re- 
lieved by abundant rains early in August, the farmers are as- 
sured of abundant crops and the outlook so far as we can see 
is fully as favorable as last year at this time. 


CHARLES LEICH & CO., EVANSVILLE, IND. 


We find that in this section there is a very fair increase 
in business over last year. Our business is altogether in an 
agricultural territory, which has probably not been affected by 
the depression during the past year in manufacturing lines. 
The farming community is more prosperous than ever before, 
and we find that the demand is steadily toward a higher quality 
of goods in the druggists’ sundry and holiday lines. We con- 
sider the prospects for the fall and winter seasons very promis- 
ing. There may be a few spots where crops were somewhat 
damaged, but, on the whole, see no reason for complaint. Col- 
lections are fully up to the average. 


E. H. BINDLEY & CO., TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


The present outlook of trade is very favorable. Our busi- 
ness for this year up to the present time has been satisfactory. 
Crops in our locality are fair, and should the weather remain 
favorable. our corn crop will almost be up to the average. We 
do not look upon the future with distrust and expect an average 
trade for the coming season. 


The South, 
MEYER BROTHERS DRUG COMPANY, SAINT LOUIS, MO. 


The general business in the drug line was not up to the 
usual standard for June and July, but in the middle of August 
we noticed a change for the better, and there has been a steady 
increase in business up to the present writing. In fact every 
day since September 1 has shown an increase in the business 
over the corresponding period of 1903, and we believe that 
should no unforeseen events occur the volume of trade for 1904 
will exceed 1903 in our line of business and territory. 


M’CORMICK & CO., BALTIMORE. 


Baltimore, despite the destruction wrought by the great fire 
of last February, is still in business. The present season has 
brought more buyers to Baltimore than ever before. The mil- 
lions of dollars being spent in rebuilding operations and munici- 
pal improvements stimulates all lines of business; improved 
railroad facilities to the South and West is an important factor. 
The example of enterprise shown by Baltimore has earned the 
admiration of intelligent buyers, who realize that Baltimore is 
in possession of natural facilities which enables our merchants 
to give the best goods for the money. Everything points to in- 
creased business from North, South and West. 


POWERS-TAYLOR DRUG COMPANY, RICHMOND, VA. 


We are more than gratified to state that business has been 
on a much larger scale this year than any year in the history of 
the concern. The general outlook is bright. The South is in 
a flourishing condition and payments have been very satisfac- 
tory. Presidential election years are generally considered off 
years, so far as business is concerned, but it has not been the 
ease this year. We do not think the increase in business has 
been confined entirely to jobbing drug business, but has been 
general in other lines. 


JAS. WOOD & SON, MAYSVILLE, KY. 


Trade is very good and the outlook is fine, as crops have 
been good in this section. 


ROBINSON-PETTET COMPANY, LOUISVILLE, KY. 


We take pleasure in stating that the wholesale drug business 
has been excellent this year. The falling off in business which 
we naturally look for in Presidential years is not yet apparent. 
Conditions in the territory in which we do business are pros- 
perous, and crop expectations are such as will, in our opinion, 
insure a prosperous fall and winter trade. 
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CHAPMAN, WHITE, LYONS COMPANY, KNOXVILLE, TENN. 


Trade in this section of the South ‘has in the last few 
months felt slightly the effect of the business depression in 
other parts of the country. However, the prospects are excel- 
lent for good crops. All the laborers are busy, and no uneasi- 
ness is felt as to the outcome of the Presidential election. The 
merchants believe there will be no depression of any kind, and 
are buying more freely. On the whole, the prospects are good 
for an increased volume of business this fall. 


LILLYBECK DRUG COMPANY, MEMPHIS, TENN. 


We never knew a time when the conditions for doing busi- 
ness have been better. As you are probably aware, we have 
to depend a great deal on the crops in this part of the country, 
and from what we learn the crops, as a whole, have been bet- 
ter this year than they have been in a long time. Prices on cot- 
ton are also high, and we feel that there will be a great deal 
of business done in this section this fall. Business is good now, 
and the only drawback in this section is the fact that collec- 
tions are very poor during the summer months, and that we 
have to wait for same until cotton begins to come to market. 
From reports that we have had we understand that conditions 
are equally as good all over the South. 


GOLDSBORO DRUG COMPANY, GOLDSBORO, N. C. 


Trade conditions in this section of North Carolina are fully 
equal to last year, and the prospects for future months are 
good. All things considered, so far as we can see, the condi- 
tion of trade at this time is entirely satisfactory. 


THE L. RICHARDSON DRUG COMPANY, GREENSBORO, N. C. 


The wholesale drug business in North Carolina seems to 
be growing steadily, and trade for the present year has been 
one of much larger volume than the previous years. The in- 
creased manufacturing industries of the State and the uni- 
versally good crops over the entire State would point to a still 
larger trade for the remainder of the year. There is, however, 
much competition and cutting of prices by jobbers outside of 
the State, who are anxious to hold their old trade, but freight 
is against them and in favor of the local jobbers. When these 
carry the stock and make the prices the same, they are pre- 
ferred by the majority of our North Carolina retailers, and we 
have no complaint as to the volume of business. 


W. H. KING DRUG COMPANY, RALEIGH, N. C. 


With reference to the state of trade in this section, we wisb 
to say that this year has so far been a record breaker for us 
In view of the general prosperity in the Southern States, we 
think this is doubtless true of other jobbers in this part of the 
country. In the territory covered by us there is a satisfaction 
with present conditions and a quiet confidence in the future 
that is, indeed, highly pleasing. 


THE MURRAY DRUG COMPANY, COLUMBIA, 8. C. 


The condition of business in our part of the country was 
never better. We have good crops and plenty of business, and 
we look forward to one of the best years we have had. 


CRUTCHFIELD-TOLLESON COMPANY, SPARTANBURG, 8S. C. 


We think the outlook for business in the South Atlantic 
States for the coming fall season is very good. While the cot- 
ton crop is not going to be as large as was at first expected, we 
think that with the present prices business throughout the 
South Atlantic States ought to be very good indeed this fall. 


CHARLESTON DRUG MFG. COMPANY, CHARLESTON, 8. C. 


It affords us pleasure to state that our business has been 
good for the past 90 days, and prospects are bright for a healthy 
condition of affairs this fall, both in regard to good business, as 
well as collections. Our business this year will considerably 
exceed the amount of business we did during the previous 12 
months. 


CURRY-ARRINGTON COMPANY, ROME, GA. 


We are pleased to state that business is satisfactory. Crops 
in our territory are better than usual. We look for increased 
sales this fall. 


AUGUSTA DRUG COMPANY, AUGUSTA, GA. 


Trade conditions in our territory are good. We have had 
so far the best trade in some years, and we think the outlook 
is good. We do not think the cotton crop will be as large as 
some people think, but the market is good, and we think every- 
thing looks favorable for a good fall business, 


MAYO & WEAVER, COLUMBUS, MISS. 


The outlook for this immediate section is very flattering. 
Several jobbing houses in other lines have met with most favor- 
able reception, and we feel confident that the splendid cash in 





nD ee 


n° sebiee her sreteurpins Teas 








oa eageropaaer sip 





234 


crease during the year will culminate in a record breaking sea- 
son. Cotton has been sadly cut off, but our section is almost 
self supporting, and cotton has become a surplus crop. 


QUIN-SHARPE DRUG COMPANY, VICKSBURG, MISS. 


The trade in this section has been very quiet up to Septem- 
ber 1, but we find an increase from that date which is very en- 
couraging. The outlook in this section is very good for the 
coming season, and while the cotton crop has deteriorated to 
some extent, yet the price of same is good and we feel will 
add very materially to business. 


Cc. J. LINCOLN COMPANY, LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 


Your inquiry as to the present state of trade and the out- 
look for the future for the coming season has been received. 
We would advise that business has been generally good all sum- 
mer, with very satisfactory collections, and the trade generally 
report a satisfactory increase over the corresponding months 
of last year. Our cotton crop for this season will probably be 
as large as last season, perhaps a little shorter. The bottom 
crops are not good, owing to an overflow, but the hills are bet- 
ter than other years. Prospects for fall and spring trade are 
very good, owing to satisfactory prices assurea on the growing 
crop. Corn, potatoes and fruit have shown a big yield and we 
look for a largely increased business. 


HOUSTON DRUG COMPANY, HOUSTON, TEXAS. 


Trade conditions in this section are generally very satis- 
factory. The farmers, as a rule, are out of debt, and many of 
them have good bank accounts. We have made abundant crops 
of corn two years in succession, and although our cotton crop 
has been seriously curtailed by the boll weevi] and other dis- 
asters, we realized a good price for what was made, and the 
outlook for the future is very promising, we think. 


THE WaADSWORTH-CAMERON COMPANY, FT. WORTH, TEXAS. 


Fall bustness has opened early, with more promise than 
usual. The cotton crop, which is the principal source of money 
for this section, is below the average, but is bringing a fair 
price for the season, and we think collections will be good. 
Everything indicates a considerable degree of prosperity and 
cheerfulness among the drug trade. 


The West. 
FULLER & FULLER COMPANY, CHICAGO. 


It is noticeable that there is less interruption to the regular 
course of business this year than any Presidential year for 
several decades. Undoubtedly the very successful management 
of our diplomatic relations by the eminent Secretary of State 
has done much to strengthen the present administration with 
the thoughtful people of our country. This has a more im- 
portant bearing on conditions of trade than at first is appre- 
hended, but will be readily unfolded as one analyzes the situa- 
tion, and is, therefore, an important element in producing these 
conditions. An undertone of growing confidence on the part of 
merchants generally has been very noticeable during the past 
month, and a feeling is gradually developing which is con- 
servatively optimistic. The volume of trade shows a notable 
increase, collections are good, and we see no good reason why 
the fall and winter should not experience a satisfactory con- 
dition in all legitimate business interests. 


ALDO SOMMER’S DRUG COMPANY, QUINCY, ILL. 


We are pleased to say that while the wholesale drug trade 
has not been as good during the past eight months as during 
the same period in 1903, we find a vast improvement for the 
first half of September, and believe the prospect excellent for a 
good trade the balance of the year. Country stocks have been 
reduced and with a good corn crop assured and prices for all 
country products high, we believe the prospects for the next 
year exceptionally good. 


NOYES BROS. & CUTLER, ST. PAUL. MINN. 


Trade, which has been dull during the summer, especially in 
July and August, is very rapidly increasing, and is fully up to 
the average of last year at this time. As a rule collections are 
good throughout the Northwest and the general condition of 
trade is very satisfactory. If the high price of wheat is main- 
tained, the promise for the immediate future of the Northwest 
is very bright. There is some unprincipled cutting of prices 


and terms, but we are inclined to think that the Northwest in 
this respect is in better condition than some other parts of 
the country. We think that the greatest danger to the whole- 
sale trade at present is that some burdensome and unnecessary 
restrictions on sales of proprietary goods may be demanded of 
manufacturers and wholesalers, which are neither in their in- 
terests, nor, indeed, in those of the retail druggists. 
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T. H. SPENCE DRUG COMPANY, LA CROSSE, WIS. 


Trade conditions in territory contiguous to us are fairly 
good. We are sufferers from unbusinesslike efforts of com- 
petition to get business—viz., free boxing and cartage, local 
checks in payment for goods, return of containers at price 
charged for them, giving specia] discounts in consideration of 
business, taking up surplus stock of patents at full price in 
exchange for other goods, extended credits without interest, 
etc. Until wholesale druggists begin to do business with these 
features eliminated we do not look for improved conditions. 
General trade complain as to volume of business, and it will 
fall short of last year. 


YAHR & LANGE DRUG COMPANY, MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


Trade during the month of September thus far, and during 
the month of August, has been fully up to the average of the 
corresponding months of last year. We noticed a falling off 
in July and June as compared with the same months of 1903. 
As a whole we believe that the outlook for a healthy business 
during the balance of the year is encouraging. The retail 
trade in this section of the country is in good condition, those 
of our customers in the smaller towns not being hampered to 
any extent by cut prices or department store competition. 


W. H. TORBERT, DUBUQUE, IOWA. 


We are looking for an unusually satisfactory fall trade. 
Crops in the Middle West are all gathered except corn, and the 
slight frost we have had I think was a benefit rather than an 
injury, except to the corn on very low ground. I think we are 
assured of a corn crop in Iowa of 80 per cent. if frost should 
come to-morrow. The Presidential year seems to be inter- 
fering with trade less than any other Presidential year I have 
ever known. The labor difficulties in the West, except in Col- 
orado, are disappearing, and I think the genera] tone is one of 
confidence. 


HARLE-HASS DRUG COMPANY, COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA. 


Permit us to state that in our opinion the drug situation has 
never been in a better condition than it is at the present mo- 
ment. Our trade shows a marked improvement in all direc- 
tions over previous years, and while competition is keen and 
collections not up to the standard of former years, the prospect 
we consider is encouraging, for good collections will show up 
in a satisfactory manner in the fall. As a whole the general 
situation is good. 

CHURCHILL DRUG COMPANY, BURLINGTON, IOWA. 


Trade has been somewhat quiet during the last few weeks, 
but has shown marked improvement recently, and prospects 
are favorable for large business during the fall and winter 
months. Reports indicate that Iowa will raise about 300,000,- 
000 bushels of corn this year, which, at an average price of 
35 cents per bushel, will place $105,000,000 in the pockets of 
the Iowa farmers, and the jobbers and retail merchants in Iowa 
will no doubt receive their share, so that under the circum- 
stances we think Iowa will manage to pull through a hard 
winter. We have had one or two slight frosts through this 
section, but we are advised that they were beneficia] to the 
corn crop. 


OLNEY & M’DAID, CLINTON, IOWA. 


Iowa has harvested good crops of the smaller grains, and 
indications point to a banner corn crop, with good prices for 
all kinds of produce. Reports from our customers in various 
sections indicate that the recent frosts were not severe enough 
to do any appreciable damage, and a large percentage of the 
corn crop is beyond danger from frost. While collections have 
been somewhat slow, with the moving of crops money will be 
plentiful, and as the retail druggists’ stocks are, as a rule, con- 
siderably depleted at present, we look forward to a very satis- 
factory trade during the coming season. 


BALLARD DRUG & DENTAL COMPANY, DAVENPORT, IOWA. 


Trade in Eastern Iowa has been fairly good. Good crops in 
this locality are now an assured fact and prices for farm prod- 
ucts are above the average. A good trade is anticipated. 


HORNICK, HESS & MORE, SIOUX CITY, IOWA. 


After two years of a failure of our main staple, corn, due 
to frost, in 1902 and 1903, we suffered in consequence a very 
material depression in business. Our present condition is 
more hopeful, as up to this date we have had no frost within 
our trade territory, and present weather reports indicate con- 
tinued fair weather, at least to September 18, This will prob- 
ably insure 80 per cent. of a corn crop. The small grains are 
of abundant yield and high grade. We consider the present 
outlook to be very far ahead of the preceding two years. 
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THE C. E. POTTS DRUG COMPANY, WICHITA, KAN. 


In our tributary territory crop conditions this year have 
been above the average for past ten years, as shown by the 
report of the State Secretary of Agriculture. Consequently, 
with the present high prices prevailing for cotton, wheat and 
other grains, also meats, trade is in very good shape, with the 
prospect of a continuation of these favorable conditions for 
some considerable time to come. 


FAXON, HORTON & GALLAGHER, KANSAS CITY, MO. 


The outlook for fall and winter business in this section of 
the country is good. Local conditions are favorable. The July 
floods curtailed to a considerable extent the yield of wheat and 
corn, but the extraordinary prices that now prevail—and which 
are likely to continue through the season—will fully make up 
for the loss in production. The approaching election is not 
likely to seriously affect the market or disturb to any extent 
the present flow of trade. President Roosevelt now seems cer- 
tain to be his own successor, and the people have confidence 
that the strong and safe administration of affairs which has 
characterized the Government for the past seven years will be 
continued. Yes, the future looks all right! 


RICHARDSON DRUG COMPANY, OMAHA, NEB. 


There is nothing the matter with business in this section of 
the great West. Throughout the territory reached by Omaha 
wholesalers there is more activity on the part of consumers 
than ever before. The people are well equipped financially and 
abundantly able to buy the necessaries and luxuries of life. 
July and August were comparatively dull, but in September 
business opened up with a rush and prospects are good for a 
big fall trade. The crops in Nebraska this year are immense; 
greater than ever before in the history of the State. Prices 
are good. The farming community are getting rich. Mort- 
gages on Nebraska farms have melted away as if by magic. 
Everybody seems to be prosperous. The election this fall will 
not disturb existing conditions. 

E. E. BRUCE & CO., OMAHA, NEB. 


Business in this section is practically on a parity with that 
of 1903, which was one of the best years that wholesalers in 
this part of the country ever enjoyed. The corn crop is prac- 
tically made, the present warm weather insuring its maturity. 
According to reports it is one of the largest ever raised. Coming 
on top of several good crop years and with good prices, there is 
every reason to expect an increased business during the coming 
year. i 

CHRISTIANSON DRUG CO., FARGO, N. DAK. 


The outlook in this vicinity is about normal. About a month 
ago, when the rust on wheat was first noticed to some extent, an 
uneasy and pessimistic feeling came over the people, but since 
they have threshed some of the wheat and find that it runs 
from 7 to 15 bushels to the acre, they feel considerably easier. 
The crop grows poorly, but the price helps out. Trade up to 
this time has been up to the average, and while just now it is 
quiet, merchants are looking for a good fall trade. Collections 
have not begun to come in yet, as the farmers are not done fall 
work. Further west and north in this State the crops were 
good, and this will materially help the jobbing trade in this 
city. 

‘ GEORGE FREISHEIMER, MISSOLU, MONT. 

The general outlook for Western Montana is for a condition 
of assured prosperity. Crops of all kinds have exceeded ex- 
pectations, prices are high, mines are running full tilt. The 
opening of the Flathead Reservation assured within two years 
will greatly benefit this particular part of Montana, as its re- 
sources of minerals, lumber and agriculture are vast. The 
opening of a reservation of this size will make a sudden and 
large demand for all kinds of goods. This country in the past 
has been looked upon as a purely: mining country, but recent 
demonstrations have proven that its future lies in its agricul- 
tural resources. 

OKLAHOMA DRUG COMPANY, OKLAHOMA CITY, 0. T. 


Business has been light for several months, but with a good 
corn crop assured and a fair yield of cotton and good prices for 
each of these staples, we predict a good, sound business for 
several months to come. 


PETER VAN SCHAACK & SONS, CHICAGO, ILL 


A similarity exists in the Chicago drug trade to the Presi- 
dential campaign, in that. both are booming, which is a con- 
dition quite contradictory to all precedents. Ordinarily, a 
national election year has been regarded and anticipated as an 
“off year,” but prosperity and growing trade seem to continue 
hand in hand, and we look for no parting to the end of the 
year. While local labor conditions have had their monetary 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 235 


effect, the appreciation of this great drug mart is manifested 
more positively every day by large and open orders from close 
buyers from outside territory. 


L. W. LEITHEAD DRUG COMPANY, DULUTH, MINN. 


Conservative estimates of the general business situation, as 
a whole, in our territory (Northwestern Minnesota, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, North and South Dakota and Montana), based on 
reliable information through our customers and traveling men, 
encourage us to expect a renewed business activity and a 
healthy commercial progress during the fall and winter. The 
latest thrashing returns indicate conlusively that the yield has 
been considerably underestimated. The present state of trade 
compares favorably with the past two years, and with no finan- 
cial disturbances, no failures among the Western merchants, so 
well known for their integrity and uprightness of character, we 
can look forward to a most prosperousyear and a healthy money 
market. The wholesalers of Duluth, the “ Star of the West,” 
are all preparing for a substantial increase in business on con- 
servative methods. 

The Pacific Coast. 
SPOXANE DRUG COMPANY, SPOKANE, WASH. 


The conditions for the drug business in our section, em- 
bracing eastern and central Washington, northern Idaho and 
northern and eastern Oregon, are very good for a successful fall 
and winter trade. This is a large wheat growing section; a 
good crop has been gathered and the price is higher than for 
several years past. Whereas, the drug trade is well repre- 
sented, every town having its full quota of stores, there are 
no cut rate druggists in our section, and the druggists accord- 
ingly get full price for goods. We can see no reason why the 
fall and winter trade should not be as healthy as any of the 
past seasons. 

WOODARD, CLARKE & CO., PORTLAND, ORE. 

Replying to your inquiry as to present trade conditions and 
future prospects as applied to the drug trade, we would state 
that local conditions, and by local conditions we mean the 
Northwestern States—Oregon, Washington and Idaho—offer at 
the present time the most favorable trade prospects. Our own 
State of Oregon contains within its borders vast areas of un- 
settled land which are only now receiving their share of East- 
ern emigration. Idaho and Washington in the same degree 
present similar conditions, the three States mentioned offering 
at the present time practically the only unexploited territory in 
the United States. New towns are springing up, new business 
is constantly being secured and in the jobbing trade it is un- 
necessary to rob one’s competitor of business already won in 
order to increase trade. Coupled with these conditions we have 
abundant crops at remunerative prices. Wheat, hops, wool, 
lumber and salmon, the great staples of this section, are at 
present bringing better prices than for many years, with the 
result that the jobbing trade, as well as the other lines, are in 
better condition, we believe, than in the Eastern States or less 
favored sections. Prospects are most favorable and we believe 
that our views as above stated do not in any sense overestimate 
the situation to-day. 


REDINGTON & COMPANY, SAN FRANCISCO. 


The wholesale drug trade of San Francisco, Cal., has shared 
largely in the prosperity and growth of the Pacific coast during 
the past five years. There has been a succession of good crops, 
the population has increased largely, and, as a whole, the trade 
is in a thriving state. The volume of business continues to in- 
crease, and although this year being the Presidential year is 
generally considered an off one, to the contrary trade shows an 
improvement even as compared with the banner year 1903. 
Trade at the present time is brisk and prospects are bright for 
satisfactory conditions during the fall and winter months, and 
altogether, from the conditions as they exist, the forecast is 
gratifying. 

WESTERN WHOLESALE DRUG COMPANY, LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


General trade in Southern California has been a little quiet 
during the past three months, which we attribute to the fact 
that a great many people have gone from this section to the 
World’s Fair, as well as a large number of Arizona and New 
Mexico people who usually come to Los Angeles and vicinity 
for their summers to avoid the heat in the interior. We did 
not receive as much ra‘n last winter as usual, which also af- 
fected our farming sections to some extent. These, together 
with a Presidential year, we believe, fully accounts for the 
slight depression at the present time. As to the outlook for the 
coming season, it has never been brighter in the history of Cal‘ 
fornia, and we believe that with the election of Rooseveit, and 
the large crop of tourists which the railroad companies assure 
us are already booked for California this winter, the future 
looks particularly bright. 
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PROGRAMME FOR THE N. A. R. D. MEETING. 


Outline of the Order of Business at the Sixth Annual Convention, 
to Be Held in Hotel Epworth, St. Louis, Mo., October 30-14, 1904. 


Monpay, OcTosBer 10. 
9.30 a.m. 
Meeting of the Executive Committee. 
7.30 p.m. First Sitting: 

Call to order by President B. BE. Pritchard. 

Address of welcome on behalf of the City of St. Louis 
by His Honor Mayor Rolio M. Wells. 

Response by one of the delegates. 

Address of welcome on behalf of the druggists of Mis- 
souri by Mr. Ed. O’Rear, president of the Missouri Phar- 
maceutical Association. 

Address of welcome on behalf of the druggists of St. 
Louis by Mr. F. V. Johnson, president of the St. Louis 
Retail Druggists’ Association. 

Two-minute responses by a delegate from each State. 

Welcoming delegates from American Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

Welcoming delegates from National Wholesale Drug- 
gists’ Association. 

Welcoming delegates from the Proprietary Association 
of America. 

Appointment of assistant secretaries, 

Appointment of Committee on Credentials. 

Presentation of credentials by delegates. 

Motions, resolu‘'ons and notices. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11. 


9.80 a.m. Second Sitting: 

Minutes of the previous session. 

Address of the President. 

Report of the Executive Committee. 

Report of the Committee on Credentials. 

Recess of 15 minutes to allow the delegates from the 
various States to select (a) a member of the Committee 
on Resolutions; (b) a member of the Committee on Nomi- 
nations; (c) a member of the Special Committee on 
Finance; (d) Chairman of the State’s delegation. 

Announcement of the foregoing committees. 

Report of the Secretary. 

Motions, resoluuions and notices. 

Unfinished business. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12. 
9.30 a.m. Third Sitting: 

Minutes of the previous session. 

Supplemental report of the Secretary: Organization 
Work. 

Supplementary report of the Secretary: N. A. R. D. 
notes. 

Report of the Treasurer. 

Preliminary report of the Committee on Form of Organ- 
ization. 

Report of Committee on National Legislation. 

Report of Committee on Commercial and Fraternal Re- 
lations. 

Report of Auditing Committee. 

Report of Committee on Pharmacy Laws. 

Report of Transportation Committee. 

Motions, resolutions and notices. 

Unfinished business. 

7.30 p.m. 
Open session of Committee on Finance. 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13. 
9.30 a.m. Fourth Session: 

Minutes of the previous session. 

Report of Committee on Finance. 

Final Report of Committee on Form of Organization. 

Miscellaneous business. 

Preliminary report of the Committee on Resolutions. 

Motions, resolutions and notices. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13. 
7.80 p.m. 
Open session of the Committee on Resolutions. 
Fripay, OcToser 14. 


9.80 a.m. Fifth Session in Hall of Congresses, Louisiana IPur- 

chase Exposition. 

Minutes of previous session. 

Final report of Committee on Resolutions. 

Miscellaneous business. 

Report of Committee on Nominations. 

Unfinished business. 

Election of officers. 

Installation of officers. 

Address by a representative of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

Address by a representative of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association. 

Address by a representative of the Proprietary Asso- 
ciation of America. 

Address by a representative of the N. A. R. D. 

Selection by new Executive Committee of a chairman. 

Adjournment. 

ENTERTAIN MENTS. 


The Committee on Entertainment of the St. Louis Druggists’ 
Association has arranged the following programme of enter- 
tainment: 

TUESDAY. 
Afternoon: 

Trolley ride and visit to .he Anheuser-Busch brewery, the 

largest in the world. 
Evening: 

The Boer War exhibit. 

FRIDAY. 
Afternoon: 

The convention party will be taken on a tour of the phar- 
maceutical and other exhibits of special interest to druggists. 
Evening: 

Other features of interest in and about the Fair will be en- 
joyed. 

Delegates, alternate delegates and visitors are asked to place 
their names on the association’s register as soon as convenient 
after reaching St. Louis. 

Those accompanied by ladies will confer a favor by handing 
the names and St. Louis addresses of those ladies to whomever 
has charge of the register. 

In order to give those who attend the convention a good 
opportunity to visit the Exposition, no regular sessions will be 
held during the afternoons or evenings. To make this arrange- 
ment possible the ‘sessions will be called promptly at 9.30 every 
morning. 


The Picturesque Road to St. Louis. 

For those who intend attending the annual convention of 
the National Association of Retail Druggists at St. Louis this 
month, and who are not bound to any special route, that of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway Company offers advantages of a 
kind not obtainable on any other road. Regular travelers will 
all testify to the comfort of traveling over the Chesapeake & 
Ohio, the roadbed of which is of a more solid and enduring 
kind than any other. The chief claim upon the attention of 
travelers is, however, the beautifully varied scenery which 
the road traverses. It has been appropriately named “The 
Rhine, the Alps and the Battlefield Line,” for it passes through 
a territory rich in historical and natural attractions. In addi- 
tion to the marvelous scenic interest of the entire line, its 
associations of Colonial and Civil War history are unsurpassed, 
carrying a constant appeal to the traveler who is in any way 
versed in the history of the great events of the Civil War. The - 
train leaving New York over the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway 
at 4.55 p.m. reaches St. Louis at 7.20 a.m. on the second day, 
so that persons taking this train on Saturday evening will ar- 
rive at St. Louis on Monday morning in ample time for the first 
session of the convention. 
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WHAT THE N. A. R. D. HAS ACCOMPLISHED. 


An Enumeration of the Benefits Which Have Resulted from the 
Efforts of the National Organization, as Set Forth in “N, A. 
R. D. Notes.” 


The National Association of Retail Druggists deserves credit 
for numerous reforms which have been at least partially ac- 
complished. These are enumerated in “ N. A. R. D. Notes * for 
September 24, as follows: 


Organization—It has taught the trade the value of organi- 
zation and the power that results from concerted action. 

State Pharmaceutical Association.—It is largely responsible 
for the increased appreciation of the value of State pharma- 
ceutical associations. 

Threatened Outbreaks.—Threatened outbreaks, which might 
have resulted very disastrously, have been averted in many 
organized localities, because the N. A. R. D. had a level headed 
local worker on the ground, whose business it was to imme- 
diately nip the disturbance in the bud. 

War Taxres.—The N. A. R. D. secured the repeal of the war 
tax on 50 or more staple products at least a year before it 
would have been done in the ordinary course of legislation, 
thereby saving the drug trade of the country hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. 

Price Schedules.—In hundreds of cities, towns and rural 
districts the N. A. R. D. has been the agency which has effected 
the adoption of price schedules, creating uniformity in prices, 
which has resulted in a feeling of respect for the retail trade 
on the part of the laity not heretofore felt. It is estimated 
that $90,000,000 in profits have been saved to the druggist in 
the last six years by this means alone. 

Alcohol Tax.—It is endeavoring with splendid prospects of 
success to reduce the tax on alcohol from $2.06 to $1.31 per 
wine gallon. If you use an average of a pint of alcohol a day 
for manufacturing purposes the saving to you every year will 
be $34.31. The bill is expected to pass the first session of the 
next Congress. 

Wholesalers.—Wholesalers who were encroaching on the 
rights of the retailers, have been induced to restrict themselves 
to their legitimate sphere. Without the assistance of the N. A. 
R. D. the local associations would have been powerless to effect 
this desirable reform. 

$2.00, $4.00 and $8.00.—Its advocacy of limiting the price of 
proprietaries to $2, $4 and $8 a dozen caused a number of 
manufacturers to reduce their prices to conform to this sched- 
ule, and others were deterred from charging more. Some have 
tried to obtain prices above these figures, but have abandoned 
the project when the N. A. R. D. pressure began to be felt. 

Salesman’s Card.—It has instituted the salesman’s card sys- 
tem, which has taught many manufacturers that their true 
friends are the legitimate druggists, and as a consequence the 
cut-throat trade is not now openly solicited by decent manu- 
facturers and jobbers like it was five and a half years ago. 
Hundreds of proprietors and wholesalers have given up this 
trade altogether. 

“ Pharmocist.”—It has induced the members of several hun- 
dred associations of druggists to adopt a common price mark 
on prescriptions, the word “ pharmocist.” This has worked a 
saving of more than $5,000,000 annually. 

Price Cutting.—The price cutting evil has been wholly ex- 
terminated in many communities; in others conditions have 
been immeasurably bettered, and on some lines of proprietaries 
full prices have been established “ from ocean to ocean.” 

Trading Stamps.—Upon every possible occasion it has 
exerted its influence against the practice of issuing “ trading 
stamps” and similar devices, and in many quarters has in- 
duced retailers to abandon this custom, which is price demorali- 
zation in the bud. The influence of the'N. A. R. D. brought to 
bear on some dealers whom the efforts of the local organization 
was unable to reach has often turned defeat into success and 
eloquently attested the utility and worth of a great national 
body. 

Out-Price Advertising—In many communities cut-price ad- 
vertising has been done away with. The evil effects of such 
advertising are far reaching. The leading manufacturers are 
now co-operating with the N. A. R. D. in the direction indi- 
eated, and results are now multiplying in number and im- 
portance. 

Jobbers.—Jobbers who chose to ignore the reasonable wishes 
of the retail trade have learned to their sorrow that when 
proof of their faithlessness is furnished the N. A. R. D. they 
have an organized army to deal with instead of a mercantile 
rabble. The violators of commercial honor and good faith have 
without exception mended their ways and are now entirely 
content to be good. 


Lists of Friends.—It has established lists of loyal manu- 
facturers and an honor roll of jobbers, which enables the re- 
tailer to learn who his friends are in these branches of the 
trade without difficulty and delay. 

Blood Tazes.—It has so inclined Congress to the view that 
foreigners should have no rights in this country that are not 
accorded to Americans in their country that a bill has been 
favorably reported by the House Patent Committee which will, 
when passed, make new burdens in the shape of “ blood taxes ” 
an impossibility in the future. 

Price Protection.—It has so awakened the proprietary man- 
facturers to a sense of their responsibilities in the matter of 
maintaining retail prices on their respective preparations, and 
the consequent loss through “ substitution” and bad bills, of 
failure to accord this protection, that they are now doing more 
hard work in this direction and spending more money for the 
accomplishment of their good purposes than they ever did be- 
fore. They realize that it is “up to them” to close all the 
gaps that have not yielded to the remedial influences hereto- 
fore exerted through the tripartite plan. 

Selling to Physicians.—It has brought to bear the pressure 
required to induce a number of pharmaceutical manufacturers 
to desist from direct selling to physicians. Those firms who 
disregard the reasonable wishes of the druggists in this matter 
are forfeiting the esteem and good will of the retail drug trade 
which might otherwise be theirs. 

A Successful Plan.—It has inaugurated the Direct Contract 
and Serial Numbering plan, increasing the profits on every 
bottle of Miles’ goods you sell from 5 cents to 35 cents and 
establishing full prices on them from ocean to ocean. Hentz’ 
Bitters Company have also taken up this plan, and it is only a 
question of time when all manufacturers will be compelled to 
admit that it affords the only practical and businesslike way 
of protecting retail prices. 

Resolution “C.”—It has promulgated and made effective 
Resolution “ C,” which has brought manufacturers of pharma- 
ceuticals, surgical dressings, etc., into closer and more helpful 
relationship with the N. A. R. D. programme of trade better- 
ment. More than this, it has induced many of these firms to do 
more than Resolution “C” stipulates—they are now cutting 
— the cutter in all cases as soon as his name appears on the 
ist. 


FAILURE OF THE WASHINGTON PROMISE PLAN. 


Essential Features of the Plan Outlined and Obstacles to Its Suc 
cess Pointed Out—Trading Stamps Greatest Stumbling Block. 





That the Washington Promise Plan had practically been 
abandoned here, or at least that there was no hope of its en- 
forcement, as exclusively announced in the preceding issue of 
the AMERICAN DrucGIsT, came as a surprise to the trade gen- 
erally. Ever since active work was begun to put the plan in 
effect here encouraging reports had been given out from time to 
time as to its progress, and druggists had come to hope that 
some remedy would soon be provided for the unsatisfactory 
price conditions; they can now only hope for some favorable 
action at the N. A. R. D. meeting. Chairman V. Mott Pierce, of 
the Washington Promise Committee, has issued a statement 
giving a list of cities and towns where members of that com- 
inittee have brought about better conditions in prices, but 


NEW YORK CITY IS NOT IN THE LIST. 


In the same statement he says that the committee is not 
yet ready to make a final report of its work to the N. A. R. D. 
Next week’s convention, nevertheless, will hear a good deal 
about what has and has not been done; it will also learn par- 
ticularly of the situation in this center. A brief review, there- 
fore, of what has been accomplished and some of the obstacles 
encountered here may prove of interest. 


THE ESSENTIAL FEATURES OF THE WASHINGTON PLAN 


were the enforcement by the manufacturers as individuals of 
a minimum price schedule on their goods and the absolute 
elimination of trading stamps. Representatives of the manu- 
facturers in charge of the preliminary work here took up the 
minimum price schedule first. After numerous conferences 
every one of the large department store handlers of proprietary 
medicines agreed to observe a minimum scale. The aggressive 
cutters, who are in an association by themselves, agreed to en- 











en 











238 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


force such a minimum schedule; all of the leading department 
stores agreed; in fact, one of the largest department stores was 
the first to express a willingness to co-operate actively in the 
movement. So much for the minimum price feature. But the 
trading stamp feature proved to be 
THE GREAT STUMBLING BLOCK 

and was, in fact, the main cause of abandoning the plan. 
Some of the department stores had not been giving trading 
stamps; others had, and not only that, some stores were allow- 
ing customers to exchange the stamps for merchandise in any 
part of the store. The trading stamp stores refused to discon- 
tinue this feature of their business. It had become a settled 
policy—a part of their business—and they felt they couldn’t 
afford to abandon it. However, they did agree to make this 
concession: they would discontinue the practice of exchanging 
trading stamps for goods in any department and confine the 
redemption of such stamps to one department exclusively. One 
of the largest department stores, in fact, actually did change 
its policy to this extent, and suffered a falling off of hun- 
dreds of dollars a day in the business of one department alone. 
Notwithstanding this concession, firms which did not give trad- 
ing stamps were not disposed to allow their competitors to 
issue stamps, contending that if a minimum scale was to be 
enforced it would have to be a minimum; in fact, otherwise 
the firm giving trading stamps would have an unfair advan- 
tage over the one which did not issue them. 


MANIFESTATIONS OF IMPATIENCE. 


That was substantially ithe situation when it became known 
that certain N. A. R. D. interests were becoming impatient, and 
instead of giving the manufacturers a little more time to work 
out the problem were beginning to clamor for full prices. Rep- 
resentatives of the Washington Promise Committee who had 
been working on the plan here probably could not have ac- 
cepted any plan from the department stores which carried with 
it a trading stamp feature, for the manufacturers were com- 
mitted to the elimination of that feature. At the same time 
the hopelessness of establishing full prices was realized. and 
steps were accordingly taken to do what appeared to be the 
next best thing—namely. to raise the minimum price schedule 
which had been contemplated and try to get the larger stores 
to agree to observe it, leaving out the question of trading stamps 
altogether, or at least leaving that matter to be adjusted 
among the department stores themselves. 

TO ADOPT A MINIMUM SCALE OF 83 CENTS. 

One prominent manufacturing concern is understood to have 
made this proposition to the Executive Committee of the N. A. 
R. D., and it was indorsed, it is said, by that committee. The 
minimum scale suggested is on the basis of 83 cents, and the 
plan, if enforced, is to involve a contract and serial numbering 
system. It now remains to be seen what action other manu- 
facturers—members of the Washington Committee—will take. 
It is also uncertain whether all or any considerable number of 
the large department stores and leading handlers of patent 
medicines here will agree to such a plan. If they do not agree, 
it looks as if it will be a case of every one for himself—manu- 
facturers as well as retailers. 


Specimen Copies Wanted. 

H. M. Chumaceiro, a member of the pharmaceutical firm of 
Senior & Co., Curacao, Dutch West Indies, is desirous of ob- 
taining specimen copies of all pharmaceutical periodicals pub- 
lished throughout the world, and asks the AMERICAN DrvucGIsT 
to make his wish known, saying: 

“As the AMERICAN Drucoist has a great circulation and 
visits all parts of the globe, I hereby take the liberty to request 
you, in the most friendly way, to manifest my wish or desire 
in the editorial part of the AMERICAN DrucaIstT, requesting the 
other papers at the same time to reproduce the announcement, 
in order to see my wish fulfilled. My address is, H. M. Chuma- 
ceiro, pharmacist, care of Senior & Co., Botica Excelsior, Cura- 
cao, D. W. I.” 
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RINGING PROTESTS BY OHIO DRUGGISTS. 





The Ohio Valley Druggists’ Association Declares Its Attitude on 
the Relations of the National Association with Manufacturers 
~-Firm for the Serial Numbering and Contract Plan. 


To the Editor: 


Str,—Inclosed please find a set of resolutions expressing the 
nuanimous sentiment of the Board of Control of the Ohio Valley 
Druggists’ Association. The board directs me to ask you to 
give these resolutions space in the next issue of your ‘valued 
journal. Thanking you for such consideration as you may see 
fit to grant us, I am Respectfully yours, 

FRANK H. FREERICKS. 


The Ohio Valley Druggists’ Assoc‘ation, Cincinnati. Ohio, 
September 23, 1904. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 20 BY THE BOARD OF CONTRO}. OF 
THE OHIO VALLEY DRUGGISTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


WHerEAS, The continued life of the O. V. D. A. is dependent 
upon the action of the National Association of Retail Druggists 
at its St. Louis Convention, be it, by the Board of Control of the 
Ohio Valley Druggists’ Association in meeting assembled, 

Resolved, That we regard with serious apprehension and 
misgiving an effort made by some retail druggists and pharma- 
ceutical journais to permit an escape from the natural conse- 
quences of an absolute and manifest failure by the Washington 
Promise Committee and the danger therein to the general 
adoption of the Contract and Serial Numbering Plan. 

Resolved, That manufacturers of proprietary medicines owe 
but one especial duty to the retai] trade of this country. The 
security offered by and the success of the Contract and Number- 
ing Plan make it their sole duty to operate under that plan to 
entitle them to the lasting gratitude of the retai) trade. 

Resolved, That we regard it as outside the bounds of self- 
respect and not in keeping with the honor and integrity of our 
national association and that of legitimate retail druggists gen- 
erally to solicit or accept donations from manufacturers of 
proprietary medicines for the purposes of the National Associa- 
tion of Retail Druggists. 

We believe the acceptance of such contributions in the past 
to have greatly weakened the moral strength of the National 
Association of Retail Druggists and to have been a serious 
hindrance to independent and fruitful action by that body. 

We believe that, even now, a consideration of the offer and 
acceptance of such contributions. in some form, places in 
jeopardy all chance of securing the adoption of the Contract 
and Numbering Plan. 

We admit that, owing to a total disregard of their plain 
duty by many, many retail druggists, our national association 
and its self-sacrificing officers have been forced to countenance, 
submit to and even solicit such contributions; but at the same 
time we assert that a more independent policy, not influenced 
hy friendly contributions, would have tended toward greater 
appreciation of said plain duty by retail druggists, and would 
have secured an earlier realization of real benefit. 

We acknowledge with sincere gratitude the aid thus extend- 
ed in the past by proprietors, and accept as granted that such 
aid has been given with truly charitable intent, but we deny 
most positively any obligation on the part of proprietors to 
maintain an organization of retail druggists. 

Resolved, That we regard as desirable a continued and 
strengthened friendly relationship with manufacturing and job- 
bing interests; but, convinced as we are that needed results 
can only be achieved by the general adoption of the Contract 
and Numbering Plan, we deem it imperative that such friendly 
relationship depend solely on the adoption of said plan. 

We submit that as re-establishment of prices can be secured 
by the Contract Plan, and as we are in justice entitled to such 
re-establishment, no manufacturer can be regarded as friendly 
to our interests who refuses to operate under that plan, where 
all others have failed. 

We regard as a sign of contemptible cowardice a prayer for 
continued friendly relationship with the other branches, even 
though these branches refuse to grant what we are entitled to. 
Such action we believe to be humiliating in the extreme and a 
manifestation of such weakness as to destroy in a large measure 
the association’s usefulness. tending toward its disintegration. 

Resolved, That our delegates to the national convention at 
St. Louis be instructed to use every honorable means to make 
plain the seriousness of our position to their fellow delegates 
in meeting. 
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The Palm Garden, St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, Meeting Place of the N. W. D. A.. 


THE WHOLESALERS’ MEETING. 


Plans for the Convention of the N. W. D. A.—Announcement of 
by the Committee on Passenger Rates and Rouwte—Hotel 
Accommodations, Etc. 





The thirtieth annual meeting of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association will convene at New Orleans on Mon- 
day, November 14. Thomas P. Cook, 114 William street, New 
York, chairman of the Committee on Passenger Rates and 
Routes, announces that the usual concession of one and one- 
third fare for the round trip has been made from all points 
east of the Rocky Mountains. .Tickets may be purchased not 
earlier than Thursday, November 10, and not later than 
Wednesday, November 16.. Return tickets will be good for 
three days after the adjournment of the convention. not count- 
ing Sunday. Full fare must be paid for the trip to New Or- 
leans. In purchasing tickets a separate certificate must be 
obtained from the ticket agent for each ticket purchased. These 
certificates must be turned over to the secretary of the asso- 
ciation, together with a fee of 25 cents, not later than Tuesday 
morning, November 15. Members desiring to visit the St. Louis 
Exposition may purchase special rate World’s Fair round trip 
tickets to St. Louis, and, on arriving there, purchase tickets 
on the certificate plan from St. Louis to New Orleans. 

THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL SPECIAL, 

A specia] convention train will leave on the Illinois Central 
Railroad at 6.20 p.m. on Saturday, November 12, from Chi- 
cago, connecting cars leaving St. Louis at 8.40 p.m. on the same 
day and arriving at New Orleans at 8.30 p.m. on November 14. 
Through connecting service may be had on this train from 
Cincinnati and Detroit. Stop-over privileges will be given for 
the Exposition either coming or going. Members from the 
East visiting the Exposition are invited to join the party leav- 
ing St. Louis on the evening of Saturday, November 12, at 8.40, 
as this train will connect at Memphis with the train from 
Cincinnati and Chicago bearing the members from those sec- 
tions. All who desire to take this train from St. Louis should 
write for sleeper reservations to Romaine Pierson, 221 Ran- 
dolph street, Chicago, Ill., who will also look after the sleeping 
car accommodations from Chicago and vicinity. The following 
are the members of the Committee on Passenger Rates and 
Routes, from whom further details regarding the plans of the 
committee may be obtained: 


THE COMMITTEE ON PASSENGER RATES AND ROUTES. 


Charles F. Cutler, Boston, Mass.; Henry D. Faxon, Kansas 
City, Mo.; E. J. Schall, St. Louis, Mo.; Fred W. Sultan, St. 


Louis, Mo.; L. L. Pope, Cleveland, Ohio; L. B. Bridahan, Den- 
ver, Col.; John W. Durr, Jr., Montgomery, Ala.; F. G. Beck- 
man, Indianapolis, Ind.; Lucien E. Lyons, New Orleans, La. ; 
S. C. Dobbs, Atlanta, Ga.; E. H. Buehler, Chicago, Ill.; Ro- 
maine Pierson, Chicago, Ill.; Fred. 8. Kellogg, San Francisco, 
Cal.; Winthrop G. Noyes, St. Paul, Minn.; Albert Kronkrosky, 
San Antonio, Tex. ; Thomas P. Cook, chairman, New York, N. Y. 


THE ST. CHARLES HOTEL. 


The Committee on Arrangements and Entertainments has 
arranged for accommodations at the St. Charles Hotel, which 
is. the_leading. hotel,.not-only in New Orleans, but in the South, 
and one which is known all over the world for the elegance of 
its appointments and the excellence of its cuisine. The hotel 
has made a rate of $2 per day for a single room for one per- 
son, $3 for a double room for two persons without bath, $3 
for single room for one person with bath, and $4.50 for a double 
room for two persons with bath, these prices being on the 
European plan. 

We present herewith an illustration of one of the features 
of this hotel, the Palm Garden, which is unique and most at- 
tractive. This garden has been the scene of many of the most 
delightful social functions*held anywhere in the South, and 
the hotel is so arranged as to be admirably suited for conven- 
tion purposes. New Orleans contains much of historic and 
romantic interest which will make the meeting an occasion of 
much pleasure to the visitors, while the hospitality is such as 
to insure a constant round of delightful*social events. 

The old French market, another of the city’s features, has 
figured in the history and the romance of the city for more 
than a century, and the restaurant of Mme. Begue, opposite 
the market, is something absolutely unique. Here every visitor 
wishes to take breakfast once at least and learn how delicious 
pigs’ feet, calves’ liver and other homely viands may be made 
to taste under the hands of an accomplished mistress of the art. 


Manufacturing Chemists’ Registration Bureau. 


The following titles have been registered in the Manufac- 
turing Chemists’ Registration Bureau since August 1, 1904: 


IITs i's. Sao b Sethe Kees Parke, Davis & Co. 
CHMOD sire sa neks Wm. S. Merrill Chemical Company. 
SPCR ERT CORT Te Cre ee Eli Lilly & Co. 
PEGE IONS ois sioeic ducts eee wsnguscen Sharp & Dohme. 
PUMERMOURT IN 6/66 oe occcc.eee a William R. Warner & Co. 
(ty |) FERRIS ADAP es marae William R. Warner & Co. 


Uramine has been dropped from the list of Eli Lilly & Co. 


Soc oerneN ara -sur 
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Copyright photo by Harry Coutant. New York. 


SOME MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY. 


President Nichols occupies the center, with Prof. Sir W. Ramsay on his !eft and Dr. R. Messel on his right. 
Immediately behind Mr. Nichols stands Prof. W. Ostwald, who is flanked on either side by Prof. Ira 


at the extreme left of the picture. 
Remsen and Dr. Lewkowitsch. 


IMPRESSIONS OF VISITING CHEMISTS. 





Analytical Minds Brought to Bear Upon the Manners and Cus~ 
toms of the Metropolis. 


The one hundred European chemists who were the guests of 
the American sections of the Society of Chemical Industry in 
a tour of the United States last month, spent an entire week in 
New York, and one by-product, so to speak, of their sojourn 
among us, was a number of excellent newspaper stories gath- 
ered by city reporters, who are always on the alert for “ copy” 
dealing with the foreigners’ impressions of American manners 
and customs. The scribe of the New York Herald, in the 
course of a long article observes that there are many things 
which are accepted here as matters of course which to the 
visitors from foreign lands are sources of astonishment. The 
new sensations begin the moment the strangers leave the 
steamer, and not until they are well out of sight of the city 
do they recover from the shock of discovery. 

STREETS AND RAPID TRANSIT. 

Every foreigner who comes here is impressed first of all 
with the bad condition of the streets. 

“TI saw a most astonishing sight,” said a member of the 
society. “A cobble stone right in the middle of Broadway and 
nobody picked it up. Who takes care of your streets here I 
should really like to know.” 

It is expected that every sightseer from another clime shall 
enthuse over the remarkable transit facilities of New York. 


Dr. Fred. B. Power, of London, is 


“It’s all a joke, this rapid transit,” said C. G. Cresswell, 
secretary of the society. 

“T waited and waited, I asked the man at the station, and 
he said that he was blessed if he knew. Strange, too, for here 
was a railroAd running right along the Hudson the whole 
length of the city. I remained, though, until I got a train. I 
was the only passenger, and they put me off in a freight yard, 
and I could not find a cab until I got to Herald square.” 

He had had an experience with the “ Dolly Varden trains.” 

“ Water communication here is pretty bad,” commented a 
visiting Austrian. “I started to go from Claremont to the Bat- 
tery by boat, for I supposed that there would be no trouble at 
all. You can imagine my surprise when I found that there 
were absolutely no means of reaching various points on the 
shores of Manhattan Island by steamer.” 


FIND STUDIES IN RESTAURANTS. 


To New Yorkers the restaurants of the city seem absolute- 
ly perfect, but many of the foreigners find them and their 
patrons the subjects of curious study. 

“ Astounding,” said an Englishman, “simply astounding 
is the waste that we see in the restaurants of this city. Ex- 
pensive food is sent away practically untasted. Catering here 
is not a fine art, at least as I see it in the public restaurants, 
for the American piles half a dozen things on his plate, all of 
different flavors, eats a little, and then the waiter goes away 
with the repast, of which not half has been consumed. It 
amazes me that any people should eat so. Wonderful, isn’t it? 
I’ll make a note of that.” 














AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


DEAR OLD CONEY ISLAND. 
™ One of the most interesting features of American life, upon 
my soul,” said an English chemist to a New Yorker who had 
just asked him how he was impressed by a visit to Luna Park, 
“is your Coney Island. The illumination is wonderful and 
the sights and sounds are bewildering; but, tell me, why does 
anybody go there? I see no rational amusement to be derived. 
I tried to dine there, and, will you believe it, the waiter ac- 
tually threw the dishes on the table. I could scarcely believe 
my eyes. Pitched them right down so that the cruets rattled 
and the sugar bowl hopped, and just then the hurdy-gurdies 
began to play, the bells to ring and a small and ridiculous loco- 
motive went screaming down the esplanade. You will pardon 
me, but I see nothing in the way of recreation to be obtained 
from a trip to Coney Island. I have made a note of it.” 
He had, indeed, noted on the margin of his guide book, 
“Waiters throw dishes on table.” 


SIR WILLIAM RAMSAY. 


Sir William Ramsay, however, was quite serious and very 
earnest in delivering himself of the few words he found time to 
say for print. He was the object of so much attention wherever 
he went that anything like formal interviewing was next to im- 
possible. Tall, with a chronic stoop, and slim, his black beard 
thickly streaked with gray, there was nothing in Sir William’s 
physical aspect to set him apart from the 200 odd men, chem- 
ists and geographers, many of them of uncommon proportions 
as to height and build, amid whom he moved in Houston Hall. 
He smoked cigarettes incessantly, moved about gracefully, 
displayed skill in carrying on conversation on a half a dozen 
subjects with as many different persons at one time, and 
spoke in a low, rich voice that was always a monotone, yet gave 
perfect expression to meaningful accents and inflections. 

A hurried “ Yes! Yes! Yes!” ever so slightly staccato, at 
once expressed his interest and urged the speaker on when 
engaged on ground with which Sir William was perfectly fa- 
miliar. The Ledger representative asked if the meeting in 
New York or his observations since arriving had revealed any 
new and important American -contribution to chemistry or 
physics. 

“ Nothing,” he replied, “ nothing that was new to me. This 
as to matter; as to manner, there are many differences be- 
tween your way and our way.” 

“The future of radium, Sir William? Do you look upon 
the discovery of the mineral as important from the general 
viewpoint?” 

“With a grain’s costing $1,500, and no present indications 
that it is abundant enough to warrant a lowering of the rate, I 
do not think it will figure largely in industrial commerce, if 
that is what you mean by the ‘ general viewpoint.’ Were we to 
find radium in a quantity that would make the cost reasonable, 
we could make wonderful use of it—wonderful. At present it 
is so scarce and so dear that its use, for the cure of disease, is 
the only popular use. 


ATTITUDE OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TOWARD SCIENCE. 


“And here, if you will permit me,” he went on, “I would 
point out an American shortcoming—the attitude of the peo- 
ple here toward science in general and chemists and chem- 
istry in particular. There is a general disposition here to look 
upon workers in chemistry and physics as mere craftsmen, who 
simply happened to take up that line of work in preference, suy, 
to becoming carpenters, or carters, or salesmen, or shopkeep- 
ers. 

M’CLELLAN AND BALFOUR. 


“The other night the Mayor of your greatest city could 
not find time to attend our banquet, although invited by our 
New York section. Yet, a few days ago, Mr. Balfour, Premier 
of the British Empire, went to Cambridge University and ad- 
dressed, in their own language, the members of the British 
Association. Of course, the Mayor of a city is not the Premier 
of a vast empire; but, if my argument cites extremes, do not 
mistake my idea of ratio—that the former might do in the way 
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of a formal duty of respect to learning what the Premier did 
because of a recognition that chemistry and physies represent 
that scientia scientiarum which inspires all effort to realize the 
secret essence of nature.” 


DRUGGISTS PROTEST AGAINST CARBOLIC ORDINANCE. 


A Delegation from Local Associations Visits Health Commissioner 
Darlington, but Fails to Move Him to Rescind the Ordinance, 


Strong protests against the new carbolic acid ordinance 
were made by representatives of retail druggists at a hearing 
given by Health Commissioner Darlington on Thursday, Sep- 
tember 22. The ordinance passed by the City Health Board at 
the instance of Dr. Darlington prohibits the sale at retail of 
carbolic acid in a solution stronger than 5 per cent. Some nine 
or ten representatives of organized pharmacists attended the 
hearing, among them being W. F. Morgan and William Muir 
of the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society, George Kleinau 
and Henry Imhoff of the German Apothecaries’ Society, George 
Schweinfurth and Herman H. Blomeier of the Manhattan Phar- 
maceutical Association, and H. Beinfield and Peter Diamond 
of the New York Retail Druggists’ Association. Secretary 
Swann of the Manhattan attended the hearing upon the invita- 
tion of the Commissioner. 

The hearing was called for 11.30 a.m., but the druggists’ 
delegation did not arrive until about 11.45, when they were met 
by Dr. Darlington and ushered into his office. The Commis- 
sioner’s stenographer was on hand and took a full account of 
the proceedings, including, of course, the remarks made by va- 
rious speakers. The Commissioner said at the outset that he 
was glad to have a chance to meet with the druggists and talk 
the matter over, and that he would give careful consideration, as 
would also the board, to what the druggists had to say on the 
subject. The latter advanced many reasons why the new order 
would necessarily discriminate against some druggists in favor 
of others, and would not really accomplish the end desired. 
One of the strongest points made and one that seemed to im- 
press the Commissioner forcibly, was the fact that the new 
regulation left a loophole open to wholesalers. Dr. Darlington, 
on the other hand, impressed upon those present not only that 
the Health Department was well within the law in seeking to 
regulate the sale of carbolic, but that it was also the duty of 
the board to protect human life. Action had not been taken 
hastily, he said. Personally, he felt it his sworn duty as Health 
Commissioner to take the step he did. The Commissioner also 
spoke of his moral obligation in the matter. He thought it 
would be far better if the Board of Pharmacy looked after such 
matters, but as there seemed to be no remedy for the abuse 
(the great number of suicides by the use of carbolic acid), the 
Health Department had gone ahead to stop if possible the in- 
discriminate sale of carbolic at retail. df druggists could sug- 
gest a better and fairer way of accomplishing the end desired 
he would gladly bring their suggestion before the Board of 
Health. 

DR. MUIR PLEADS FOR A RECONSIDERATION. 

William Muir of the Kings County Society acted as chair- 
man of the delegation and was the first speaker. He said he 
represented between five and six hundred organized druggists 
of Brooklyn. There were others there, he said, who represented 
the organized pharmacists of the Borough of Manhattan. The 
new ordinance had been carefully considered by druggists, and 
the delegates were there to ask that it be modified. Dr. Muir 
then took up and discussed at length various objections to the 
Health Department’s new regulation. The intent, he said, was 
very good and commendable and pharmacists of Greater New 
York would be glad to co-operate in any move to reduce the 
number of suicides from the use of carbolic acid; but it was a 
question whether the remedy provided by the department in 
this ordinance would accomplish the result expected. He spoke 
of a court decision wherein it was held that original packages 
are to be considered as wholesale quantities. He followed 
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this remark by calling attention to the custom among drug job- 
bers of selling in original packages, and the likelihood of such 
jobbers being able to violate the new law with impunity. 

The Commissioner asked the speaker if he would cover in 
such an ordinance wholesale druggists and original packages. 

Dr. Muir replied that he would. 

Continuing, Dr. Muir said that the new regulation would 
tend to operate against the law-abiding pharmacist. Some 
druggists would, no doubt, continue to sell carbolic acid to 
customers who they knew were all right and who would use 
the acid for legitimate purposes. On the other hand, some 
would scrupulously observe the law. In other words, some 
druggists would get the carbolic acid trade almost the same as 
usual, while others would lose their trade. If-a law was to be 
enforced to regulate the sale of carbolic, it should be rigidly 
enforced and should be of such a character as to prevent dis- 
crimination in any form among pharmacists. 


THE POWERS OF THE STATE PHARMACY BOARD. 


An inquiry by the Commissioner brought up the question as 
to the powers of the State Board of Pharmacy and some other 
possible remedy for the abuse which the Health Department 
is seeking to stop. Dr. Darlington explained that the Health 
Board had acted only after it found that there was little, if 
any, likelihood of the Board of Pharmacy taking steps in the 
matter. The suggestion was made that carbolic acid be put in 
Schedule A of the State Pharmacy Law, which would require 
all sales of carbolic acid to be registered. Some thought this 
would accomplish the end desired. But the point was raised 
that there were other poisons just as deadly as carbolic acid 
which ought to be in Schedule A as well as carbolic acid and it 
would be hard to tell where to draw the line. To this Commis- 
sioner Darling replied that arguments along such lines were 
more or less theoretical, whereas it was the actual conditions 
brought about by the indiscriminate sale of carbolic that he 
was concerned with and which he was now trying to prevent. 

Dr. Muir expressed the opinion that retail pharmacists, in 
view of the careful and thorough preparation for their profes- 
sion and their wide daily experience with customers, were much 
more competent to judge as to whom to sell carbolic acid than 
were wholesale druggists, and he thought that if any ordinance 
was to be enforced, it should by all means contain some pro- 
vision which would cover sales by jobbers, for it was a well- 
known fact that any one could go to a wholesaler and get al- 
most any drug, chemical or poison that he wanted, without 
question. 

This point seemed to strike the Commissioner forcibly. He 
said he would submit it to the board. 


ARGUMENT BY PETER DIAMOND. 


Mr. Diamond said he understood there were two reasons 
why the new ordinance was adopted, namely, to prevent suicides 
und to reduce the number of accidents. He very much doubted 
that the ordinance would prevent suicides. If «a person wishes 
to die by the use of carbolic he would get it; it might cost a 
little more under the new order of things, but he would get it 
just the same. And as for accidents, Mr. Diamond said that 
the amount of good derived from the general use of carbolic 
acid far outweighed the injury suffered in a comparatively few 
cases. However, if this new regulation was to stand he wanted 
to see it rigidly, not half-heartedly, enforced. 

Mr. Kleinau expressed the opinion that it would be impossi- 
ble to enforce the ordinance. He called attention to the sale 
of the acid by paint stores and other places. If druggists are 
prohibited from selling it, would paint stores and similar places 
be allowed to dispense carbolic, in quantities that might be con- 
sidered wholesale? The question of profit did not enter into 
the question so much, because, as a matter of fact, there was 
really more profit to druggists in selling a 5 per cent. solution 
than in the stronger acid. 


Mr. Imhoff, however, declared that the enforcement of the 
new regulation would take considerable profit, in the aggre- 
gate, from druggists. 
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THE STAND OF THE MANHATTAN ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. Schweinfurth of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation then spoke. He said his association at its last meeting 
indorsed the Health Board’s action, but he added that the meet- 
ing was attended by some eighteen members only. He urged the 
Commissioner to take up the matter of catarrh snuffs contain. 
ing cocaine. To this suggestion, the Commissioner replied: 


DR. DARLINGTON’S REPLY. 


“T don’t believe the Health Board should be forced to take 
up the cocaine and similar matters. If the Board of Phar- 
macy is given power to look after such matters I will be more 
than glad. 

“The majority of druggists,” continued Dr. Darlington, “ are 
fair minded citizens, but that is not- the point; we must get 
after those who are looking only for the financial gain. I in- 
tend to have the new ordinance enforced as rapidly as possible, 
and it must stand until a better and more effective way to 
combat the suicide evil is found.” 

“ But,” said Dr. Muir, “ jobbers can sell carbolic acid under 
this law. ‘The retail druggist, on the other hand, has reached 
an educational standard which particularly qualifies him to 
exercise judgment in all such matters as this. The State 
licenses him to practise his profession here, and he fevls it if he 
is denied the right given to him by the State laws. Further- 
more, if people go to the jobber for carbolic acid they will get 
it in larger quantities than they would ordinarily from the re- 
tailer, and in place of an ounce or so in a household you will 
find a pound. And if people get accustomed to running to the 
jobber for carbolic acid they will soon learn to seek other drugs, 
etc., there. It is wonderful how quickly the American people 
become edpcated in such things.” 

W. F. Morgan of the Kings County Society said he believed 
that druggists within the city should enjoy the same rights 
and privileges in the sale of carbolic acid as those outside of 
the city limits. 

The question of crude carbolic came up and the Commis- 
sioner said that that phase of the question would also be con- 
sidered by the board. 


NEW YORK RETAIL DRUGGISTS’ ASSOCIATION. 








Business Transacted at the Regular Monthly Meeting. 


The New York Retail Druggists’ Association met at the 
Vienna, 131 East Fifty-eighth street, on September 16. Peter 
Diamond presided. The minutes were read and adopted and 
the several special and standing committees brought in their 
reports. Two new members were proposed and the question 
of admitting them was referred to the Committee on Member- 
ship. 

The Executive Committee reported that it is actively en- 
gaged in suppressing the practice of giving presents with sales 
and that it is to be hoped that this mischievous method for at- 
tracting trade will not be resorted to by the members. 

The carbolic acid ordinance was taken up and several mem- 
bers spoke on the fallacy of the measure, which will hardly 
diminish the number of suicides, and tends to deprive the pub- 
lic of a necessary disinfectant, a valuable insecticide and a 
first aid to the injured. It was resolved to appoint a commit- 
tee of three, which is to confer with the other local associations 
and to act against the ordinance. The question whether tne 
association should remain affiliated with the N. A. R. D. was 
decided in the affirmative, for the majority of the members felt 
hopeful that the National Association might still do some good 
for the druggists of New York city. J. Weinstein was elected 
a delegate to the convention at St. Louis, October 10-14 next. 

It was moved and carried to hire the Vienna for one year 
as a permanent place for the meetings of the association. Af- 
ter the financial secretary had reported the income at the 
meeting was $13, with expenses of $5.25, the meeting ad- 
journed. 
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A PHARMACIST NOMINATED FOR OFFICE. 

Pharmacy in the State of New York has been signally hon- 
ored by the Democratic party in the nomination for the ele- 
vated and. responsible office of State Treasurer of William 
Muench, of Syracuse, a former president of the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association and a highly respected member 
of the craft. Mr. Muench is known to his fellow members of 
the State Association as the embodiment of all the sterling vir- 
tues, being characterized by a rugged honesty of statement and 
deed that speak for probity of character and an integrity that 
will bear the utmost scrutiny. Mr. Muench was elected presi- 
dent of the New York State Pharmaceutical Association at the 





WM. MUENCH, of Syracuse. 
The New York State Democratic Nominee for State Treasurer. 


twenty-first annual meeting, held at Albany in 1899, and his 
incumbency of the office was a most creditable one. He has al- 
ways been an advocate of organization and unity of action 
among pharmacists, and has himself been aggressive in pre- 
senting the claims of pharmacists before the Legislature when 
amendments to the existing laws were sought or new legisla- 
tion asked for. His nomination has been hailed with intense 
satisfaction in his home city of Syracuse. In his personal 
traits Mr. Muench resembles in many ways the late Dr. Charles 
Rice, being direct and straightforward in his speech, while his 
accent has just the faintest suggestion of the rich tones of the 
Hohenzollerner. Mr. Muench is a native of Germany, having 
been born in Hohenzollern, August 14, 1850. He removed to 
Syracuse when 17 years of age, and became clerk in a drug 
store. After the usual period of apprenticeship he went into 
business for h'mself, and still conducts a successful pharmacy 
in Syracuse. He has always been more or less active in civic 
affairs, having been at one time Civil Service Commissioner, 
and at another Excise Commissioner. Pharmacists of all po- 
litical affiliations are expected to support Mr. Muench without 
regard to party. As we have said, his nomination honors 
pharmacy, and this fact, in connection wtih his own sterling 
qualities, will undoubtedly insure him the united support of all 
members of the craft in this State. 


Massachusetts College of Pharmacy Gets $50,000. 

Boston, Sept. 29.—By the will of Mrs. Sarah E. Potter, of 
284 Commonwealth avenue, who died September 23, $50,000 is 
left to the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy. To the city 
of New Bedford is left $250,000; to the Kindergarten for the 
Blind at Jamaica Plain, $100,000, and to the Gray Herbarium 
of Harvard University, $50,000. The entire estate amounted 
to about $3,500,000. Mrs. Potter was the widow of the late 
Warren D. Potter. She died at Clifton Cottage, Beverly, Mass. 
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THE MANHATTAN ASSOCIATION. 


The Scholarship Controversy Settled —The Manhattan Association 
Approves of the Board of Health Carbolic Acid Ordinance. 


The controversy over the Manhattan scholarship which has 
been on for some time past in the Manhattan Pharmaceutical 
Association was finally. settled at the regular monthly meeting 
of the associat'on at the College of Pharmacy Monday night, 
September 19. Chairman William C. Alpers of the special com- 
mittee in charge of the matter offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the scholarship established by the Manhattan Phar- 
maceutical Association shall consist of a two years’ course (junior and 
senior course), giving the holder of the scholarship the option of also 
taking the post-graduate course, provided he is fully qualified for same. 
{f the hoider fails to pass the examination at the end of either year a 
hew candidate shall be selected. 

The selection of the candidate and the methods of examination of 
applicants for this scholarship are to be left to the Board of Trustees 
of the College of Pharmacy; but no applicant will be accepted unless 
he has qualified before the Board of Regents. 


The resolution was signed by Willian C. Alpers, Thomas 
Latham and Reuben R. Smith. 

Mr. Ebbit moved the adoption of the report, and a lively 
discussion ensued, in which Messrs. Schweinfurth, Simmons, 
Diner, Timmerman, Smith, Hitchcock and others participated. 

The question was then put to a vote, and resulted in a tie, 
the ballot standing 8 to 8. President Collins then cast the 
deciding vote in favor of the adoption of the committee's resolu- 
tion, and the matter was thus finally disposed of. Secretary 
Swann declined to vote. 

The proposition as decided upon is not the plan which was 
strongly urged at a previous meeting by Mr. Bakst and others, 
representing the East Side contingent in the Manhattan Asso- 
ciation. This element, particularly Mr. Bakst, advocated a 
junior course, or, more strictly speaking, a two years’ course, 
starting with the junior year and ending with the senior, with- 
out any post-graduate provision. But Mr. Bakst and his fol- 
lowing were not present at the last meeting. 

President Collins called the meeting to order at 9.15 p.m. 
In his opening remarks he spoke feelingly of the loss to the 
association by the death of James Rogers. After the minutes 
of the June meeting had been approved as read, with one slight 
correction, Treasurer Hitchcock reported as follows: 


Balance on Had Inst MOOtiNe,.... i. ccaccsiessssseneaecescne¢ $190.20 
eon ved IFO LRAT COGMAIIIOG... tcc er scctctscucccesece 12.41 
ee eT EET LTT CPE TEP URE Per eT eer 137.50 
Ct Se i ee ee ee Pew CE Pe eee 
TT OMIRGIED: aca ents iti 18 Ale ea eee we 6% baa ye tere, Oe ONLI 45.50 
pT ee ee Tre eee Le Le eee eee ree ee 


‘The report was approyed. On behalf of the Legal Defense 
Committee Mr. Collins reported that a certain member had 
been charged by the Board of Pharmacy with selling tincture 
of iodine made with wood alcohol. The member refused to ac- 
cept the ruling of the board and, securing an independent chem- 
ist, his analvsis showed that the tincture had been correctly 
made. The Legal Defense Committee informed the member 
that if he would secure the services of the counsel to the asso- 
ciation, and if it were shown on trial by the decision of the 
court that the member was innocent, the association would pay 
all expenses, up te $100. If, on the contrary, the court’s de- 
cison should be against the member he was to pay his own ex- 
penses of the trial 

The committee’s report was formally approved. 

The resignation of Sidney Faber was read and was accepted 
with regrets. 

The carbolic acid matter then cane up. Communications 
were read from the Kings County Society and the New York 
Retail Druggists’ Association asking the Manhattan to join 
with other pharmaceutical organizations in a conference with 
Health Commissioner Darlington. On motion of Secretary 
Swann the matter was referred to the Committee on Trade 
Interests. 

Messrs. Hitchcock, Alpers and Smith spoke warmly in favor 
of the Health Department’s action and believed the department 
should be commended. Mr. Diner made a motion (which was 
adopted) that the Committee on Trade Interests be instructed 
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to indorse the action of the department and that the committee 
so inform the Board of Health, and, furthermore, to ask the 
president of the board to take up the sale of catarrh snuffs 
containing cocaine. 

Mr. Haddad asked that information be secured by the com- 
mittee as to whether the new law includes crude carbolic acid. 
President Collins announced the following appointments : 

Jacob Diner, member of the Legislative Committee. 

R. Timmerman, member of the Entertainment Committee. 

Mr. Hitchcock moved that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to draft resolutions on the death of James Rogers, to 
have the same engrossed and presented to the sorrowing fam- 
ily. President Collins appointed Messrs. Hitchcock, Swann and 
Alpers on such a committee, 

S. Furuta, a pharmacist from Japan, was given the privilege 
of the floor and interested the members with a few remarks 
on carbolic acid. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


KINGS COUNTY PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 





Season Opens with a Well Attended Meeting—Brooklyn College 
Matriculates Largest Class in Its History—Dr. Muir Blows 
the Horn for Brooklyn. 





The first meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety since the summer recess was held at the Brooklyn College 
of Pharmacy Tuesday, September 13. President Adrian Paradis 
occupied the chair and there were between 25 and 30 members 
present. After the minutes had been approved as read by Sec- 
retary Hegeman, routine business was disposed of. Three ap- 
plications for membership were received and one new member 
was elected. Treasurer Ray reported a balance on hand in 
the society’s treasury of $469.20. 

For the Committee on Supervision of the College, William 
Muir reported that the junior class this coming season would 
be the largest in the history of the college. So far, he said, 165 
students had matriculated, which was double any previous 
matriculation up to that date. This spoke well for the college, 
he said; it showed that the institution and its faculty were 
appreciated. He expressed the hope that the coming year 
would be a prosperous and successful one for the college, and 
added that with such a large class the college would be able 
to materially reduce its indebtedness. Besides the junior class, 
the senior class would number about 80 students, making a total 
attendance of close on to 280, taking into account those who 
will probably register later in the junior class. 

Dr. Muir then reported on the State meeting at Brighton 
Beach. “ You were all there,” said he, “and know what a 
success it was.” He thanked Brooklyn druggists for their 
hearty co-operation and substantial support. They were more 
loyal, he said, than were the druggists of Manhattan. “We 
have to do a little blowing in our own home,” he continued. 
“ We collected more money in Brooklyn for the State meeting 
than we did in Manhattan. We are better organized here in 
Brooklyn, and the work we did shows the value of organiza- 
tion.” The meeting, he said, undoubtedly did a great deal 
toward uplifting pharmacy in this State. 

William C. Anderson made a verbal report on the meeting 
of the American Pharmaceutical Association in Kansas City. 
The convention, he said, was in every way a marked success. 
He said much interest was manifested in the step taken by 
New York State in passing the Prerequisite Clause bill, and 
he felt confident that New York’s example would be followed 
sooner or later by other States. 

Dr. Tuthill also reported on the Kansas City meeting, 
dwelling particularly on the movement which was given an 
added impetus at the convention—namely, the plan to establish 
an interchangeable certificate or license system among the 
various States. 

The condition of pharmacists in the State hospitals was 
brought up by Dr. Muir. “ Every pharmaceutical association,” 
said he, “ should do everything it can to advance the status of 
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these pharmacists, Now they rank lower than even the engi- 
neers and electricians in the hospitals. They get $40 a month 
salary and have to eat with the help, whereas electricians are 
paid $100 a month and dine with the professional staff. Some 
action certainly should be taken. All of these pharmacists have 
to pass examinations; they are not misfits. They should be 
well paid.” 

It was decided to appoint a committee of three to co-operate 
with the State Association committee in the movement to better 
the condition of such pharmacists. A full account of the action 
taken by the society in regard to combating the recent amend- 
ment to the Sanitary Code prohibiting the sale of carbolic acid 
except in weak solution is given in a separate article elsewhere 
in this issue. 


DRUG INCORPORATIONS. 
Certificates of incorporation have been filed since our last 
report of the following new concerns: 


The Beverly Chemical & Supply Company, Beverly, Mass. Incor- 
porators: James A. Serres, Josiah H. Brown, William A. Lee, David 
C. Smith and William W. Merrill. Capital, $10,000. 

The James A. Blanchard Company, New York. 
A. Blanchard, M. P. Smith, and E. 8. Grant. 
Capital, $150,000. 

The Broad Street Pharmacy, Southern Pines, N. C. Incorporators: 
R. E. Gayer, D. F. McAdams and J. E. Saintsing. Object: to manufac- 
ture and sell drugs, chemicals, etc. Capital, $2,000. 

The Empire State Ginseng Company, Syracuse, N. Y. 
and directors: H. I. Davey, E. J. Weeks and J. N. 
cultivate medicine plants. Capital, $50,000. 


The Ferronoids Manufacturing Company, New York. Directors: 
Leo Dreyfus, Harry Marquet and J. P. Colonel. Object: to manufac- 
ture patent medicines. Capital, $100,000. 


S. E. Howard’s Son & Co., Port Ewen, N. Y. Incorporators: W. C. 
Howard, G. R. Aitken and Alexander Wilson. Object: to manufacture 
and deal in druggists’ supplies. Capital, $85,000. 


Manhattan Eye Salve Company, Owensboro, Ky. Capital, $50,000. 


The Matthew Remedy Company, New York. Directors: N. M. Mat- 
thews, J. M. Larkin and P. M. Lawrence. Object: to manufacture 
medicines. Capital, $20,000. 


Mutual Medicine Company, South Berwick, Me. 
treasurer, William Thompson. Capital, $1,000,000. 

The New Discovery Medicine Company, Laurens, 8S. C. 
rators: John A. Madden, A. E. Hill and T. J. Duckett. 
manufacture and sell patent medicines. Capital, $5,000. 


The Palmetto a | Company, Georgetown, S. C. 
L. B. Salters and W. N. Jacobs. Capital, $5,000. 


Pfabe-Williams Apothecary Company, Davenport, Ia. Incorporators: 
Richard Pfabe, William F. illiams and Edson C. Cole. Object: to 
manufacture and sell drugs and medicines of all kinds, and to deal in 
druggists’ sundries, etc. Capital, $15,000. 


The Phenix Yee! ee. Detroit, Mich. Trustee: Edward 
A. Fiske. Object: to conduct a perfumery business. Capital, $2,000. 

The Scentispray Compeny, Toledo, Ohio. Incorporators: F. A. 
Brown, W. F. Wuerfel and E. H. Voss. Object: to make slot machines 
for the vending of perfume. Capital, $10,000. 


The Tompkins-Corbin Company, Armonk, N. Y. Incorporators: 
Mrs. J. W. Corbin, Mrs, A. L. Wiley and J. W. Corbin. Object: to 
manufacture and sell patent medicines. Capital, $50,000. 


The R. W. Whitlatch Comouay, Oyster Bay, N. Y. Directors: R. 
W. Whitlatch, E. W. Lyon and T. L. Bailey. Object: to manufacture 
and sell pharmageuticai preparations. Capital, $50,000. 


American Bensonizer comeeny, New York. Incorporators: C. P. 
Benson, C. M. Bradford and EB. H. Fallows. Object: to manufacture 
patent medicines. Capital, $150,000. 


Harrison Importing Comny, Huntington, N. Y. Incorporators: 
Henry M. Brigham, Egbert V. Nelson and Henry Dauer. Object: to 
manufacture, sell, import and deal in all kinds of drugs, chemicals, 
perfumes, toilet articles, etc. Capital, $10,000. 


The Sax-Ease Remedy Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. Incorporators: 
H. H. Merrell, W. E. McCall, R. H. French, H. C. Stephens and C. B. 
Sheel. Object: to manufacture medicines and pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions. Capital, $25,000. 


Directors: James 
Object : to deal in drugs. 


Incorporators 
Scism. Object: to 


President and 


Incorpo- 
Object: to 


Incorporators : 


‘ 


DIED. 

AckERSON.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Tuesday, September 20, 
Wilbur Ackerson, in the thirtieth year of his age. 

Bicony.—In Camden, N. J., on Monday, September 19, Am- 
brose P. Bigony, in the forty-second year of his age. 

Buckx.—In Toulminville, Ala., on Saturday, September 17, 
Capt. E. H. Buck. 

Minez.—In New York, N. Y., on Monday, September 19, 
James A. Miner, vice-president of the Alpers Chemical Com- 
pany, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 

ScHILLING.—In Hattiesburg, Miss., on Monday, September 
12, Dr. Felix E. Schilling, in the thirty-second year of his age. 

SmirH.—In Kankakee, IIl., on Tuesday, September 13, Joe 
E. Smith, in the forty-seventh year of his age. 

Wayt.—In Staunton, Va., on Sunday, September 18, Dr. 
Newton Wayt, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. 
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BOSTON DRUCGISTS ORGANIZE. 


Enthusiasm at Organization Meeting—N. A. R. D. Speakers in 
Evidence— he Keynote of Business Sentiment 


Boston, September 21.—An enthusiastic meeting of the 
druggists of this city was held last evening at the College of 
Pharmacy building. Much business was transacted, everything 
moved smoothly, and those who planned the meeting have rea- 
son to be pleased with the results. The wants of the inner man 
also received liberal attention from the committee, and this 
feature received enthusiastic appreciation. 

Henry Canning occupied the chair, and F. W. Archer, Ph.G., 
was elected temporary secretary. Mr. Canning stated that the 
object of the meeting was to adopt a constitution and by-laws 
and effect a better organization, which was to take pattern af- 
ter other cities where conditions were formerly as bad or worse 
than in Boston. To accomplish this there must be a union of 
forces. Manufacturers have it in their power to regulate prices, 
but they will not do it unless retailers make the demand. At 
St. Louis some manufacturers, we hope many, may adopt the 
serial number on some such scheme, but may expect nothing if 
the trade fails to support our organization. 

Frank F. Ernst, Ph.G., chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee, said that it was deemed best to hold a meeting to strike 
the keynote of business sentiment. Retailers should stand to- 
gether for their legal rights and the necessary profit. Dele- 
gates should be elected to attend the St. Louis meeting, each 
of whom should support the N. A. R. D. and home affairs. 
Wholesalers and others have given the Executive Committee 
positive assurances of support, and we are gratified at the 
large attendance. We are going to start on a platform which 
cannot be beaten, stick together and abjure petty schemes to 
circumvent any method which may be adopted. 

The constitution and by-laws were next read by Mr. Can- 
ning. ‘The name adopted was the Boston Association of Retail 
Druggists, and the object is to unite the retail druggists of 
Greater Boston more closely, to co-operate for the common ben- 
efit of all, to abate trade abuses, to disseminate useful informa- 
tion and to expose fraud and adulteration. After minor changes 
the constitution and by-laws were adopted. 

The next business was the election of officers, Henry Can- 
ning being chosen for president by a rising vote. Mr. Canning 
stated that he would be remiss not to acknowledge the spon- 
taneous outburst, and he would consent to serve until some 
hustling young man could be discovered. He promised his best 
efforts, as had been given in the past. “ 

George W. Cobb said that the first meeting of Hub retail- 
ers he ever attended was in 1882, at the old College of Phar- 
macy building. At that time Mr. Canning presided, and was 
more capable now than 22 years ago. The remaining officers 
follow: Vice-Presidents, F. F. Ernst, Ph.G., and C. A. Stover, 
Ph.G.; secretary, John J. Tobin; treasurer, John G. Godding, 
Ph.G., Executive Committee, the presidents of the 11 auxiliaries 
and the president of the parent body. Messrs. Ernst, Stoves and 
Godding promised their best efforts, and were pleased to serve 
under Mr. Canning. Mr. Tobin, through illness, was absent. 

C. P. Flynn, L. G. Heinritz and J.B. Dubie made addresses, 
reviewing the work of the N. A. R. D. 


RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING THE N. A. R. D. 


William D. Wheeler, Ph.G., then offered the following reso- 
lution, which was unanimously adopted: 


Whereas, The action of the N. A. R. D. at its approaching conven- 
tion will be awaited with much concern by our brotherhood throughout 
the land, therefore it seems expedient that we, an integral part of such 
association, do make known our stand. 

Resolwed, That we heartily indorse the direct contract serial num- 
bering plan for the marketing of proprietaries. This plan, even in its 
infancy, betokens so much, calling into concerted action the three 
parties by the union of which alone can benefit be derived. 

Resolved, That our delegates be instructed for its adoption or some 
Sip ee plan that wil! bring about the friendly feeling necessary to 

e displayed in furtherance of such plan, and if a minimum price must 
oe granted that nothing below 89 cents be accepted and that this shall 
be the advertised price, and not as now $1, or 6 for $5. 
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POPULAR SUBSCRIPTIONS TO DEFRAY DELEGATES’ EXPENSES. 


President Canning then presented the question of funds to 
defray the expenses of the St. Louis delegation. W. D. Wheel- 
er, Ph.G., suggested that the money be raised by popular sub- 
scription, and headed the list with an offer of $5. Other con- 
tributors of a like sum were: Prof. E. H. La Pierre, Ph.G.; J. 
G. Godding, Ph.G.; P. C. Klein, Ph.G.; Mr. Rintels, Henry 
Canning, Frank Tucker, J. J. Naughton, E. G. Bosson, J. E. 
Lynch, Ph. G.; P. J. McCormick, F. F. Ernst, Ph. G.; Mr. 
Gilecrease, G. W. Cobb, J. J. McIntyre, Wm. Corner, Ph.G.; C. 
P. Flynn, L. A. Lebowich, Ph.C.; T. T. Reid, Ph.G.; C. H. 
Packard, Ph. G.; S. Webster & Co., A. G. Wrightman, Con- 
nolly & Davis, F. W. Archer, Billings & Stover, L. H. Smith, 
Ph. G.; W. L. Sweet, A. L. Kimball, J. M. O’Brien, J. P. Gam- 
mon, Ph.G.; W. F. Sawyer and L. D. Drury, Ph.G. 

Cc. P. Flynn offered a resolution instructing the delegates to 
the N, A. R. D. convention to do all in their power for the ap- 
pointment of an executive for New England, and in behalf of 
W. D. Wheeler, Ph.G., of this State, this was adopted: 

Resolves of thanks were then in order. Messrs. Kaizer and 
Lincoln, the N. A. R. D. organizers, were remembered for their 
work in this district; the N. A. R. D. for sending Mr. Duble to 
address the gathering; the wholesalers and all of those who 
contributed to the success of the gathering; and, lastly, L. G. 
Heinritz, Ph.G., who attended the meeting despite indisposition, 
and at much inconvenience and discomfort. 


DELEGATES TO THE ST. LOUIS MEETING. 


The latter portion of the business was transacted while the 
ballots were being counted for N. A. R. D. delegates, the nom- 
inations for which had been previously made. These delegates 
were declared elected: Henry Canning, J. J. Naughton, W. 
D. Wheeler, Ph.G.; I. P. Gammon, Ph.G.; J. J. Tobin, C. P. 
Flynn, C. H. Davis, Ph.G.; F. F. Ernst, Ph.G.; Frank Tucker, 
C. A. Stover, Ph.G., and G. W. Cobb. Alternates: C. W. Free- 
man, C. H. Packard, Ph.G.; G. L. Pierce, P. J. McCormick and 
Mr. Brown. The chair was empowered to name the balance of 
the delegates, and then the meeting adjourned. 


Still Another New Drug Journal. 


The Trade Advertising Company, of Chicago, announce the 
publication of a new pharmaceutical periodical to be called 
The Independent Druggist and Advertising Economist, edited 
by Louis Kaminsky and Wilhelm Bodemann. The inscription 
on the letter heads of the new venture tells the reader that 
the periodical is “ dedicated to men who think.” Mr. Bode- 
mann is described as a man favorably known to all the drug 
trade of America and Europe as an expounder of correct drug 
doctrines. ‘The publishers offer insertions of page advertise- 
ments free to advertisers in the September issue. The chief 
editor of the new’ periodical has never distinguished himself 
as a contributor to pharmaceutical literature, and his message 
to pharmacy will be awaited with considerable expectancy in 
view of his unknown qualities as an editor. His name, how- 
ever, is not wholly unknown in drug circles, as he was, we 
believe, associated at one time with the Sawyer Medicine Com- 
pany, which became widely known some years ago. Mr. 
Kaminsky is, or was, also president of the Make-Man Tablet 
Company and prepared a paper on the Relationship of the 
Jobber to Retail Druggists for presentation to the Wisconsin 
Pharmaceutical Association, which, according to the author, he 
was prevented from reading by the jobbers of Wisconsin. 


MR. BODEMANN DENIES HAVING ANY CONNECTION WITH THE 
PAPER. 

The following dispatch has been received from our Chicago 
correspondent : 

Chicago, September 28.—The first number of a new drug 
paper, the Independent Druggist, has just appeared. It is 
edited by Louis Kaminsky and advocates the direct contract 
plan. W. Bodemann was one of the contributors to the first 
number, but denies having any connection with the publication. 
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Business Outlook Only Fair—The N. A. R. D. Meeting—Discon- 
tent with Prerequisite Clause. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, Septeniber 27.—There is a slight improvement re- 
ported in some of the Buffalo drug stores of late, but it is not 
of great account, so that it is predicted that it will all be 
needed to make good the natural decline in trade that usually 
takes place in October. As a rule, the Buffalo retailer is not 
very hopeful. unless it is on account of the possibility he finds 
of making a living pretty generally in spite of the worst pos- 
sible competition. It seems to be accepted that the trade gen- 
erally is engaged in waiting till the price cutters have done 
their worst, with the assurance that they will after a certain 
time be willing to maintain prices. The collection of dues of 
the Erie County Pharmaceutical Association, just completed, 
has never been made so easily and the finances of the associa- 
tion are in the best possible condition. All of which seems to 
indicate that this is a period of waiting and conservation of 
force for the proper time to arrive for action. 


DELEGATES TO ST LOUIS NOT YET APPOINTED. 


President Darrin of the association has not yet made the 
appointments to the St. Louis Convention of the N. A. R. D. 
and may go himself as one of the delegates. He is very 
anxious to send an able, working delegation, especially on ac- 
count of the cut-price legislation that is expected to come up 
at the meeting. There seems to be more and more demand for 
the direct contract plan, so that it will have to be tried sooner 
or later. With it in operation it is felt that the proprietary 
manufacturers can hold up the prices if they will. 

Thomas Voegeli, an influential member of the Executive 
Committee of the N. A. R. D., passed through Buffalo the 
other day on his way from Minneapolis to Boston and stopped 
off to confer with J. A. Lockie, the Buffalo member of the 
committee. There will be much to do when the committee is 
ready for a session and many preliminaries that are possible 
will be valuable. Mr. Voegeli is in Boston to attend a meet- 
ing of the Drug Merchants of America. 


BUFFALO NOTES 


Quite a number of Buffalo druggists and others are inter- 
ested in the development of tropical industries. Horace P. 
Hayes, who owns two or three large retail stores in the city 
and is active in one of the leading buying companies made up 
of retail drug members, also finds time to be the president of 
the Tropical Improvement Company, which is engaged in rais- 
ing fruits on the Isle of Pines, near Cuba. He has just gone 
on a trip to the island to look over the progress of the improve- 
ments the company has made since buying the property. 

There is promise of a large opening class in the Buffalo Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, which opens October 6. Students are flock- 
ing in, and they are more than ever welcome, as there is a de- 
cided scarcity of clerks in the city drug stores and there is 
prospect of a continuation of the lack of available junior help. 
It is said that there is some disposition to take advantage of 
the new requirement of college instruction to lead up to a full 
pharmacist iicense. The young men are dividing sharply on 
the lines laid down. Those who can take a college course are 
presuming on the fact and are asking as high as $12 a week in 
some instances for their services in a drug store. On the other 
hand, those who feel that they cannot take a college course 
say there is no use of their entering a drug store, as they will 
never be able to take charge of a store. 

The non-college druggist, even in a pharmacy-college town, 
is often very bitter against the prerequisite law and there is 
said to be a very determined movement already on foot to re- 
peal the law at Albany the coming winter. Even some of the 


legislators are reported as saying that they are not in favor of 
it and allowed it to go past recall because they had no idea 
that it would be able to pass. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


The State Pharmacy Board Has Authorized the Prosecution for 
Adulteration—In Memory of Mr. Weightman. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, September 28.—The Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy has opened up for another season. The classes this 
year are the largest in the history of this institution. The 
college is in full swing, and not only departments in which 
future druggists are to secure their knowledge have been fitted 
up with all the latest devices, but there has also been inven- 
tions made which will give to the students an opportunity to 
test their skill in the physical work as well. The nucleus for a 
football team this year is better than ever before, and it is be- 
lieved that the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy’s team will 
rank high among the minor college teams of this city. The 
college house at 112 North Eighteenth street, which was se- 
cured through the late Mr. Weightman, was opened last week 
and is now ready for all students who care to live at this place. 
During the meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew here 
last week a number of the members of this religious fraternity 
were quartered in this building. However, the students now 
have charge and everything is to be done to make this an ideal 
home, and, if possible, make the boarder’s term while there 
very pleasant. 


PHARMACY BOARD MAY PROSECUTE FOR ADULTERATION. 


The president and officers of the State Pharmaceutical 
Examining Board have been informed by Attorney-Generail 
Carson that it is proper for that body to bring suit against 
manufacturers and vendors in order to prevent adulterations, 
alterations and substitutions in drugs and medicinal prepara- 
tions. Attorney-General Carson says the matter is fully covered 
by the act of May, 1897, which provides that no person shall. 
within the State, manufacture for sale, offer for sale or sell 
any drug which is adulterated. The question arose when the 
board learned that druggists were selling bogus Jamaica ginger, 
composed of capsicum, grains of paradise, or other pungent or 
hot drug, and water, with just sufficient alcohol to keep it 
from souring and a small quantity of ginger to impart certain 
characteristics of the genuine article, and the Attorney-General 
was asked regarding prosecution of the sellers of bogus drugs. 


REMEMBRANCES FOR EMPLOYEES OF POWERS & WEIGHTMAN.: 


A surprise was in store for the employees of the late Wil- 
liam Weightman, of the firm of Powers & Weightman, chemical 
manufacturers, when they drew their weekly salary on Septem- 
ber 10. Mr. Weightman had been an unusually kind employer 
and during his many years of active business life he had per- 
formed many charitable acts, pensioning some of his employees 
who had served him faithfully. With this in mind, the em- 
ployees thought they would be remembered in some manner. 
Before preparing the wages of the 600 employees a call was 
made on a local bank for 600 new $20 gold certificates. When 
the pay was made up one of the certificates was placed in each 
envelope, and with it this simple announcement: 


REMEMBRANCE 
FROM 
ESTATE OF WILLIAM WEIGHTMAN, DECEASED. 


The first person to get an envelope was a girl who had not 
heard the rumor. She tore open the envelope and pulled out 
her wages with the new $20 note additional. “Oh, there’s 
been a mistake somewhere!” she said, and had started back 
to the office. when the printed slip fell from the envelope, in- 
forming her of the gift. 

M. N. Kline, of the firm of Smith, Kline & French Company, 
has returned from a pleasant trip to the St. Louis Exposition. 
During his stay in that city he visited the drug houses and 
thoroughly inspected the various drug exhibits of his competi- 
tors. ‘This firm has an interesting display of its Eskay’s Food 
and other articles which it manufactures. 
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THE WEST. 


Enthusiastic C. R. D. A. Meeting—Druggists Favor New Charter— 
The New Telephone Slug Plan—Delegates to the St. Louis 
Meeting—More Cocaine Prosecutions. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, September 28.—The special meeting of the Chicago 
Retail Druggists’ Association was large and enthusiastic, and 
several matters of importance to the trade were considered. 
President Avery explained that the meeting was called for a 
threefold object—to discuss the new Chicago charter proposi- 
tion, which deserves the support of all local druggists; to in- 
vestigate the plan of using the new Yale lock s/ug; to select 
delegates to the N. A. R. D. convention in St. Louis for Octo- 
ber 10 to 14. William P. Sidley, of the Union League Club’s 
Political Action Committee, delivered an address in regard to 
the new charter, after which a resolution indorsing the move- 
ment and pledging support was passed. Mr. McDonald, of the 
Chicago Telephone Company, explained the telephone slug plan, 
and the matter was referred to the Executive Board. The 
action of the Executive Board in appropriating $15 for the 
expenses of each of the delegates to the St. Louis convention 
was approved. The following delegates were then elected: 
Walter H. Gale, John I. Straw, W. W. Klore, Henry F. Schaper, 
I. M. Light, I. L. Quales, Jos. E. Grubb, Geo. Bollinger, Wm. 
hrizen, Andrew Schere, Jas. P. Crowley, B. A. Tyler. Presi- 
dent Avery also appointed Wm. Bodemann, F. H. Kellett, S. 
C. Yeomans and Wm. Forsythe. President Avery will also go. 
The selection of alternates was left to the president. Resoiu- 
tions indorsing the direct contract plan, meant for the guidance 
of delegates at the convention, were adopted after an address 
by President Avery. 

FINED FOR SELLING COCAINE. 


The end of the cocaine agitation is not yet in sight. More 
cases of the ruin wrought by the drug have come to light, and 
more druggists who have been bringing the local trade into 
unpleasant notoriety have been fined. Adolph Brendecke, pro- 
prietor of the Central Pharmacy, 260 West Randolph street, 
has been fined $100 and costs by Justice Dooley at the Desplaines 
street police station. A cocaine “ fiend,” who was fined by Jus- 
tice Caverly, said it was an easy matter to buy cocaine in a 
large number of South Side stores, and the police are trying 
to get evidence against the offenders. 

NEW QUARTERS FOR THE DALE & SEMPILL DRUG COMPANY. 

The Dale & Sempill Drug Company, for so many years at 
Clark and Madison streets, has secured a new store, where the 
business is to be conducted as in the past. This store is in 
the Heyworth Building, at the southwest corner of Wabash 
avenue and Madison street. W. M. Sempill has obtained a 
ten-year lease of this stand. The building is not yet finished. 
The main entrance will be on Madison street, and the drug 
store will be just west of the big doorway. The store will be 
about the same size as that now occupied by Dale & Sempill, 
20 x 60. As the basement has been rented to Carson, Pirie, 
Scott & Co., dry goods dealers, there will be no storage room 
and it will be necessary to use what space there is as econom- 
ically as possible. The building will be 18 stories high, and 
four or five floors will be fitted up specially for doctors’ offices. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 

Paul Mindmueller and Herman Elich, proprietors of the 
Northwestern Pharmacy, at 1218 Milwaukee avenue, were re- 
cently held up by two masked men, who secured $25 from the 
cash drawer. Albert J. Kettering, 525 West Van Buren street, 
was attacked and brutally beaten by three masked men, who 
secured $50. George Thornhill, 3858 Grand boulevard, also re- 
ceived a visit from thieves, who took $15 from the cash till. 

A woman dressed as professional nurse swindled a Thirty- 
seventh street druggist out of some goods recently. She 
wanted $8 worth of stuff, and would probably have been given 
all she asked for only for the fact that the goods were not in 
stock. 

C. Tonneson has started a store at 2109 West Lake street. 


He was formerly with the Christenson Pharmacy on North 
avenue. 

James Ruzicka has opened store at 161 North Forty- 
eighth street. 

R. J. Sawyer, a druggist, of Menominee, Mich., nearly lost 
his life on Green Bay recently. He was a member of a party 
that drifted 30 hours in an open boat in a storm. 

The Wabash will run a special train to the N. A. R. D. 
Convention at St. Louis October 10-14. It is likely that it 
will be necessary to run this train in several sections, owing 
to the fact that druggists from Wisconsin, Michigan, Northern 
Indiana, Northern Ohio and Western Pennsylvania are plan- 
ning to route their tickets via Chicago and intend to use this 
train. 

O. G. Bell, president and general manager of the Norwich 
Pharmacal Company, has been in town recently in confer- 
ence with his local manager, Mr. Kenyon. He was accom- 
panied by Harry Noonan, the manager of the New York 
office. They report that their building is progressing nicely 
and will be ready for occupancy January 1. ‘The fire which 
destroyed five of their buildings in June delayed shipments, 
but they are now filling orders without delay. 

Gilbert Christy, F. L. S., of Thomas Christy & Co., London, 
was a guest at the Chicago Drug Trade Club recently, accom- 
panied by Dr. W. C. Abbott and S. H. Gunder. Mr. Christy 
had been some time at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition and 
was on his way to Yellowstone Park. 

At the last meeting of the Board of Directors of the Chi- 
cago Board of Trade Club the following were made members 
of that body: Charles H. Fletcher, president of the Centaur 
Company, New York; George A. McGriff, manager of the 
Berry Chemical Company, Chicago; George Merck, manager 
of Merck & Co., New York. 

John Wilkinson, 65 years old, secretary of the Hope Chem- 
ical Company, was fatally burned in a fire which damaged the 
barn at the rear of his residence, 482 La Salle avenue, last 
Wednesday evening. He died of his injuries at the Alexin 
Brothers’ Hospital. 

Baseball is still receiving much of the attention from drug- 
gists. The weather has been so fine for several months that 
there has been little necessity for issuing “ rain tickets.” 

A shabby youth told Dr. Nicholas Re, 438 Dearborne street. 
that he had been commissioned to kill him, but that he was 
willing to be bribed if Re happened to have $5 handy. It is 
supposed that the man is demented. One of the yellow jour- 
nals found material for a “black hand” story in the affair. 
The police, however, can see nothing of the sort in it. 


SOUTHERN NEWS NOTES. 


New Orleans, La., September 25.—The drug trade in 
New Orleans is quiet at present. Little out of the ordinary 
is going on and there is little probability of anything startling 
turning up. 

Preparations and arrangements for the reception of dele- 
gates to the convention of the National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association are continuing and an interesting programme is 
being mapped out. It will be ready for publication within 
the next three weeks. 

F. C. Godboid, the well-known uptown druggist, has re- 
turned from Kansas City, where he attended the convention of 
the American Pharmaceutical Association. Mr. Godbold was 
enthusiastic over the organization of the National Association 
of Boards of Pharmacy. He regards it as a great scheme and 
says he had been trying for 15 years to have just such an idea 
adopted. Speaking of the first attempts made to form such an 
association, Mr. Godbold said that 12 years ago New York was 
bitterly opposed to the idea. Now that State is in favor of it 
and its State Board of Pharmacy is represented. 

M. Bernstein, the Shreveport druggist, who was signally 
honored in being selected as secretary-treasurer of the National 
Association of Boards of Pharmacy, is receiving many con- 
gratulations from his friends. Mr. Bernstein is popular in this 
city and all his friends here are rejoicing at the honor that 
has been bestowed upon him. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The orices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots, 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, October 1, 1904. 


Trade in drugs and chemicals has been of a more active 
character since our last, and the tendency of values, as shown 
by price changes, is distinctly upward. The firmness which 
has characterized the quinine market for several weeks past 
continues to be a feature of the situation, there being little 
obtainable at less than manufacturers’ prices. Dealers gen- 
erally are encouraged by the healthy state of business to take 
advantage of every opportunity that presents itself for securing 
better returns for their goods, and though competition has 
forced down prices in some instances, this applies principally 
to manufactured goods, and the general line of crude drugs 
and staple products are held with increased strength, prices on 
several items showing substantial advances. Ergot is frac- 
tionally higher and cantharides are firmly held at an advance. 
Menthol has taken a turn for the better and carbolic acid is 
higher, in sympathy with the position of the article abroad. 
Chloroform is lower under the influence of competition. The 
outlook for olive oil points to a rising market, and higher prices 
will undoubtedly prevail this season. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Aloin, Peppermint oil, 
Menthol, Carnauba wax, 
Spermaceti, Clove oil, 
Acetic acid, Chloroform. 
Cantharides, 

Manna, 


Lycopodium, 
Carbolie acid, 
Angostura bark, 
Black haw bark, 
Cacao butter, 
Acetate of lime, gray, 
Carbonate of potash, 
Prussiate of soda, 
Olive oil, 
Cassia buds. 

Drugs. 

Aloin shows a further advance since our last, and holders 
now name 40c to 45c as the range, according to quantity and 
seller. 

Arnica flowers continue inquired for, and previous prices are 
well sustained, recent sales being at 914c to 10%4c, as to quality 
and quantity. 

Balsams.—Copaiba continues inquired for, with Central 
American given the preference, and the market remains steady 
on the previous basis of 3014c to 35c, as to quality and quantity, 
recent sales of Para were at 35c to 37c. Fir is well sustained 
at the range of $3.40 to $3.60 for Canada, and 90c to $1.10 for 
Oregon, as to quantity and style of package. Peru is held with 
more firmness in consequence of scarcity of supplies, and $1.15 
to $1.20 has been paid for small lots. Tolu is jobbing quite ac- 
tively, and values are steadily maintained at 22c to 24c. 

Barks.—Angostura continues in light supply, and prices 
are firmly maintained at the previous range of 45c to 50c. Bay- 
berry is in improved position, and prices have advanced to 
Tie to 8c. Cascara sagrada is without new feature of conse- 
quence either as regards price or demand, sales being made as 
to age at 7%4c to 16c. Buckthorn is quiet but steady under 
light supplies at 51%4c to 7c, as to quality and quantity. Black 
haw is in reduced supply, and prices are firmly maintained at 
the range of 20c to 22c. Sassafras is held with marked firmness, 
in view of the scarcity of spot supplies and lack of important 
offerings from the country ; quotations are 12c to 14¢c. 

Canabis indica is held and selling fairly at 92%4c to 95c for 
tops, as to quality and quantity. 

Cantharides are held with considerable strength and higher 


prices are now named for both Russian and Chinese. The 


-spot stock of the former variety is small and under good con- 


trol and holders generally name $1.60 to $1.80; Chinese flies 
are quoted anywhere from 55c to 65c., as to quantity and 
seller. 

Cassia buds are in light supply and firm, with holders now 
asking 17¢c to 20c, as to quantity. 

Chamomile flowers continue in demand and values are well 
sustained at the range of 11%4c to 15c for new and 9c to 9%ec 
for old German; Roman are fairly well sustained at previous 
quotations of 10c to 14c for last year’s and up to 16c for this 
year’s crop. 

Chloroform has been reduced by the makers to the range of 
40c to 45c, the inside figure being for 50-lb. lots. Competition 
among manufacturers is believed to have prompted the decline. 

Coca leaves are in moderate request, with values steadily 
maintained at the range of 1644c to 18\4c for Truxillo and 28c 
to 30c for Huanuco. 

Codliver oil is in better jobbing demand and the outlook is 
favorable to further improvement as the active consuming sea- 
son approaches. Prices ranging from $44 to $48 are being ob- 
tained for Norwegian, as to brand, while Newfoundland is 
held and selling at $42 to $44. 

Cuttlefish bone remains quiet and some pressure to sell is 
being evinced, though prices are not quotably changed, Trieste 
being quoted at 15¢ to 16c, jewelers’ large at 44c to 50c and 
jewelers’ small at 45e to 54c. 

Ergot is maintained in firm position, owing to the strong 
tenor of advices from primary sources; while the general 
range of quotations for Russian is 40c to 41c, small lots can 
be picked up for 39c; Spanish is held and selling at the pre- 
vious range of 41c to 42c. 

Lycopodium shows an advancing tendency, and the market 
is firmer and higher with nothing offering below 80c and 85c 
named in instances. 

Manna, small flake, is firmer, and the general range of prices 
is 33c to 34c, as to quality and quantity; large flake held at 50c 
and sorts at 30c. 

Menthol is cabled higher in Japan, and with an improvement 
in the local demand holders have advanced their views to the 
limit of $3.50, though sales are making in a small way at $3.15. 

Opium continues in moderately active demand and steady in 
price. We hear of sales at $2.65 to $2.67% for cases, and 
$2.67% to $2.70 for broken lots; powdered is held and selling 
fairly at $3.25 to $3.35. 

Quinine is in good demand, and the market retains a firm un- 
dertone, with manufacturers’ prices well sustained on the basis 
of 21c for bulk in 100-oz. tins. Makers incline to the view that 
higher prices will yet prevail and adhere to the policy of cut- 
ting down large orders to what they deem actual consuming re- 
quirements. Second hands are not quoting below the range es- 
tablished by manufacturers. 

Santonine has moved into firm position, prices being main- 
tained with considerable steadiness at the recent advance to 
$8.05 to $8.10 in crystals in bulk, and $8.45 to $8.50 for powdered. 

Vanilla beans are finding a moderate consuming outlet, and 
values are well sustained at the range of $3.75 to $8.50 for 
whole, and $2.50 to $3.50 for cuts; Tahitis are more or less 
nominal at 55c to 80c. 


Chemicals. 


Acetate of lime, gray, is higher, owing to scarcity and cur- 
rent quotations are $1.8714 to $1.90; brown is firmer, but quot- 
ably unchanged, at $1.25 to $1.30. 

Acetic acid is higher, in sympathy with the advance in price 
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of raw materials and manufacturers now quote 2c firm for 
quantity lots. 

' Arsenic is finding a moderate jobbing demand, with the 
sales at 3c to 3%c; red is held and selling at 65<¢ to 7c. 

Bleaching powder is meeting with an improved inquiry and 
sales in a jobbing way are fairly numerous at 1%c and up, as 
to quality and quantity. 

Carbolic acid was advanced on the 28th ult. to the range 
of 14c to 21c for drums and bottles, respectively. The higher 
range was prompted by the improved position of the article 
abroad and a revival of important demand here. 

Cream of tartar is in improved seasonable demand, with re- 
cent sales at 24%¢ to 25c for powdered, and 24'%c to 24%c for 
crystals. 

Nitrate of soda is held with increased firmness, in the ab- 
sence of any large amount of wharf stock; spot quoted at $2.25 
and futures at $2.27. 

Oxalic acid is meeting with about the usual jobbing demand 
and prices are if anything a shade jess firm, though 5c to 54c 
is still uniformly quoted. 

Tartaric acid is in better demand and values are sustained 
at 31144c to 31%c for crystals and 31%4c to 32¢c for powdered. 


Essential Oils. 

Anise continues quiet, though values appear well sustained 
on the basis of $1.17% to $1.20. 

Cassia is fairly steady in the face of disturbing reports 
from primary sources; we quote the range at 7214c to 75c. 

Citronella is firmer under the influence of stronger foreign 
advices, and holders quote 95c inside for drums. 

Clove is a trifle unsettled at the moment, and quotations are 
generally lower, 95c to $1.00 being now named. 

Messina essences continue in demand at previous prices, or, 
say, $2.15 to $2.25 for bergamot, 60c to 65c for lemon, and 
$1.95 to $2.05 and $1.75 to $1.90 for sweet and bitter orange, re- 
spectively. 

Peppermint has developed no new feature of interest since 
our last, though an easier feeling is apparent, and sales of bulk 
have been made at a lower figure, or, say, $3.60. HGH is 
quoted at $3.75 to $4.00, as to quantity and holder, the lower 
price being for small quantities. 

Sassafras is held with more firmness, and we hear of nu- 
merous sales of both artificial and natural, the former com- 
manding 29c to 31c, and the latter 60c to 70c. 

Wintergreen is without improvement; consumers’ wants are 
being supplied within the range of $1.90 to $2.25 for natural, and 
88c to 40c for artificial. 

Gums. 

Aloes, Curacao, are in demand and values are well sus- 
tained in the face of diminishing spot supplies; boxes quoted 
3%c to 4c and gourds 6c to Te. Cape does not vary from 10c 
to 18¢, as to quality and quantity. 

Asafcetida is reported in good jobbing demand and the mar- 
ket is steady at 19c¢ to 22c., 

Camphor has been in fair demand during the interval, with 
the sales at 62c to 62'%4c for barrels and cases, respectively. 

Kino does not vary from 18¢ to 20c, at which range only 
a moderate jobbing inquiry is experienced. 

Tragacanth has been jobbing quite actively during the in- 
terval and the sales of Aleppo were at 63c to 67c for firsts, and 
45¢e to 55c for seconds; Turkey held at 75¢c to 85c and 40c to 
50c for first and second, respectively. 

Roots. 

Alkanet is well sustained at 5%c to 6c, but the demand at 
the moment is inconsequential. 

Belladonna, German, is held with increased firmness in the 
face of light supplies and an anticipated crop failure; quoted 
llc to 12c. 

Gentian shows no important variation; in the absence of 
any special demand, 4c to 44c is yet named. 
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Ginseng is held with more firmness in the face of light sup- 
plies, and quotations show a range of $6.25 to $7.75 for North- 
ern, $5.75 to $6.25 for Southern, and $7.25 to $7.75 for Eastern. 

Golden seal is obtainable in a small way at $1.35, though 
$1.40 to $1.50 is generally quoted. 

Ipecac is in good request and values are well maintained at 
the range of $1.25 to $1.35 for Rio and $1.20 to $1.25 for Cartha- 
gena. 

Jalap shows no action of consequence, sales in a jobbing way 
only are reported, at the range of lic to 12%ec. 

Lady’s slipper continues extremely scarce and values are 
firmly maintained at the range of 26c to 28c. 

Pink root has advanced in the interval, owing to scarcity, 
and the revised quotations are 21c to 22c. 

Serpentaria is quiet, but quotations are nominally un- 
changed, at 40c to 42c. 

Senega is dull and neglected, but quotations are steady, on 
the basis of 70c to 7244c for Western. 

Seeds. 

With the exception of coriander, celery and a few other 
spice seeds, there is little new to report in this market. In 
sympathy with the position of the seed in foreign markets, 
celery is firmer and shows an advance to 714c to 7%4c. Caraway 
is maintained firmly, at 4%c to 5c. Coriander is held steadily, 
at 644c to 6%e for natural and 6%c to 7¢e for bleached. Smyrna 
canary is quoted at 64c to 6%c, and Sicily at 6%c to Tie. 
Fenugreek is in moderate demand and selling at 2%4c to 25¢c. 
Russian hemp is in light supply and maintained firmly at 24c 
to 25¢e. 


World’s Production of Quinine. 

According to a report by the director of plantations of 
quinia for British India, the Madras Government manufac- 
tured in 1902 15,711 pounds of quinine and Bengal 11,297 
pounds, a total production for India of 27,008 pounds. The 
Island of Java produced and exported 43,750 pounds. 

The different countries producing the bark exported in 1902 
the following quantities: Java, 14,726,000 pounds; India, 
1,020,000 pounds ; Ceylon, 407,000 pounds; South America, 775,- 
000 pounds; Africa, 178,872 pounds—a total of 17,106,872 
pounds. 

There are 20 establishments in the world manufacturing 
quinine, distributed as follows: Five in France, 3 in England, 2 
in Germany, 2 in Italy, 1 in Holland, 4 in America, 1 in Java, 1 
in Bengal and 1 in the Madras Presidency. 





Pharmaceytical Machinery. 

The characteristic Yankee ingenuity, which has made Amer- 
ican machinery popular ali over the world, has been applied in 
the direction of pharmacy, and American pharmaceutical ma- 
chinery is the most ingenious and the most effective in the 
world. Arthur Colton, 192 Brush street, Detroit, Mich., manu- 
factures a full line of pharmaceutical machinery of the latest 
design, embracing many novelties. Write him for catalogue 
and prices, so as to be informed regarding the latest develop- 
ments in this class of machinery. 


Aluminum Topped Corks. 

The handsomest thing in the line of pre 
scription corks which has been offered to phar- 
macists is the Red Seal Cork with satin fin- 
ished aluminum top recently placed on the 
market by the Whitall Tatum Company. These 
corks when used in prescriptions give a finish 
which is obtainable in no other way, and which 
is highly appreciated by the best class of 
customers. Moreover, the additional cost in- 
volved by the use of the aluminum tops is so 
small as to constitute but a very light tax upon 
the pharmacist. They are furnished in six 
sizes from Nos. 8 to 8, and are put up in boxes containing 5 
gross. Send the Whitall Tatum Company a sample order for 
an assorted gross, for when you have once seen them you will 
want to use them regularly. 
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PHYSICIANS AND PHARMACISTS IN CHINA.’ 
By R. PFISTER. 
Shanghai. 

My leisure hours here in the Far East are well occupied by 
the study of the pharmaceutical journals, which keep me posted 
on the progress of pharmacy and the new remedies that appear 
constantly. 

I was pleased, therefore, to read an essay on Chinese Phar- 
macies in Pharmaceutische Zeitung, 1903, No. 88. Inasmuch as 
I am specially interested in the pharmacy of the Chinese, on 
occasion I have visited various drug stores in the company of 
an interpreter and have come into contact with many native 
physicians. I may be permitted, therefore, to give the reader 
some details on this subject from my own observation. 

As the author of the article referred to admits, it is not 
by any means an easy matter for a European to be initiated 
into the secrets of the medical men of China and to find out in 
what way their pharmacies are conducted. The chief causes of 
this difficulty are not only the trouble in understanding each 
other, as well as the natural mistrust of the foreigner, but also 
the so well beloved mantle of mysticism with which our pig- 
tailed colleagues like to cloak their methods. 

To begin with, I must explain that in China, in addition to 
the four great classes: (1) literary men or savants, (2) 
farmers, (3) artisans, and (4) merchants, there are a number 
of professions which are outside these “castes” and which 
may be said to constitute a fifth group. This class comprises 
barbers, musicians, magicians, soldiers, horse grooms, litter 
bearers, rickshaw coolies and physicians. The physician, there- 
fore, occupies a much lower social status than the pharmacist, 
for the latter classes himself with the great caste of mer- 
chants. I am, of course, speaking now only of Chinese phar- 
macists and physicians who have not had a university educa- 
tion—the latter not being required in the Celestial Empire. 

In order to be licensed to practice pharmacy there is re- 
quired a certain period of apprenticeship, the length and char- 
acter of which vary according to the individual rules of the 
various drug stores and according to the will of the proprietor. 
In most cases the apprenticeship ends at the twentieth year of 
the pharmacist’s age. During this time the young apprentices 
are busy studying the “ Pharmacopeia ”—if such a name can 
be applied to the Chinese book on the 425 principal drugs used 
in that country. 

Among the most popular medicines used most extensively 
by physicians in China are dried lizards’ and snakes’ skins, pul- 
verized horns of the deer and the rhinoceros. Very popular and 
high priced are the “ in-gen” roots—i. e., ‘“ man-roots ”’—which 
are shaped something like a human figure, and are found on 
rocky cliffs that are difficult to climb. They cost as much as 
600 taels ($300) for one root, and are said to be good tonics 
and useful to opium smokers and morphine fiends. However, 
infusion of rhubarb, calamus, galangal, etc., are also otten 
prescribed. 

Another very popular form of prescribing is the pill. In 
preparing these the “ pharmacist” does not try to make them 
as small as possible, so that they may be easily swallowed, but 
makes them of such large size that the patient gets something 
to chew on, of the size of a walnut in most cases. 

The pharmacist is well thought of by the public, as he be- 
longs to the wealthy class of merchants. If a young clerk 
cannot afford to establish himself by buying a pharmacy or 
opening a new one he simply turns to the allied profession, be- 
comes a practicing physician, or, more correctly, a quack—a 
synonymous term in China—and tries to make money out of 
the credulity of the Chinese populace. Of course, such medical 
men must not be expected to know very much. The Chinese 
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to this day know nothing of human anatomy, nor of the circula- 
tion of the blood. They determine the condition of the heart 
from the pulse in the left hand, and that of the lungs from the 
pulse on the right side. The chief object of these scientists is 
to strengthen the breath, to make the blood uniform and to 
stimulate the gate of life (the heart). 

In their childish imagination they regard the heart as a 
man, the lungs as a woman. If they do not succeed in uniting 
the two, disease is inevitable. 

In most cases these medicine men are styled “isang” 
(physician for long life), in distinction to the academically 
educated physicians of China, of whom I shall speak later on; 
but the title “isang” is given by a diploma which may be 
bought. 

In addition to these, there is still another class of quacks 
in China, which must be referred to here, namely, the “ long- 





Native Drug Store, Shanghai. 


tsung.” This class of medicine men is regarded with but slight 
respect even by the lowest Chinaman, and the medicines offered 
by these “ long-tsung”’ are not relied upon even by the common 
people. The “ long-tsung ” is a peddler and quack, in the purest 
sense of the word. Equipped with a box, in which he carries 
his costly and wonder-working medicines and secret remedies, 
and with an instrument with which he can produce the awfulest 
music imaginable, this disciple of A®sculapius travels from 
house to house, from village to village, attracts the attention 
of the crowd and holds forth wise speeches as to the wonderful 
effects of his medicines, which usually are supposed to help to 
attain a long life. 

The academically educated Chinese physicians and pharma- 
cists are widely different from those described above. If a 
Chinaman has the means to study he can do so at the univer- 
sities of Pekin or Tientsin, can then pass a state examination, 
and can receive the title “tai fu.” He then becomes a man- 
darin, supported by the state, with an annual income, and is 
greatly respected, as he belongs to the first caste—of savants. 
Among the mandarins a number of ranks exist, which are de- 
noted by the color of the button they wear on their caps. A 
mandarin of the first class wears a dark red button; of the 
second class, a bright red button; of the third class, a dark 
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blue; of the fourth class, a light blue; of the fifth class, a 
transparent glass button. 

In addition to these learned mandarins, who have attained 
their rank only by stvdy and examinations passed at univer- 
sities, there is a large number of Chinamen who have simply 
bought their mandarin title. These, however, do not belong to 
the first caste. If the buyer of the title happens to be a mer- 
chant, he still remains in the fourth caste, in spite of his high 
titie. In most cases these men wear the white porcelain button, 
as this may be obtained for 1000 taels. 

Just in the same way as a pharmacist, a phys‘cian can pass 
his state examinations in China, if he wishes and has the 
requisite funds. Thus, for example, the present body physi- 
cian of the Emperor of China is a mandarin of the first class. 
There are, however, but few physicians who have the title 
“tai fu.” Most of them are satisfied with the title ‘“ isang.” 
which requires no study and is cheaper to get. 

The author of the article mentioned in the introduction 
probably never had the opportunity of visiting the pharmacy 
of a “ai fu’ such as are found in Pekin and in Mukden (also 
possibly in Tientsin), and he would be astonished to find how 


Interior of a German Pharmacy in Snoanghai. 


clean everything is in such an establishwent. Naturally, we 
must not expect much modern scientific knowledge on the part 
of these pig-tailed pharmacists, for in pharmacy the Chinese 
lave remained stationary for 2000 years. Yet, I am couvincea 
that these gentlemen know their “ Pen tsao” in 50 volumes as 
well, if not better, than many a pharmacist among us knows 
his own Pharmacopeia. In fact, we in Germany seem to think 
too often that the Chinese are half-wild men, disinclined tu 
civilization. If one learns to know them, one is soon convinced 
of the contrary. 

It would lead beyond the scope of this essay to dilate upon 
this point, but I may be aiuwed to relate how in a recent 
emergency I had the occasion to convince myself of what the 
Chinese pharmacist can do. 

A friend of mine sustained a small wound of the leg in fall- 
ing from a horse, and as his house was some distance removed 
from a European drug store, I sent the “ boy ” to a Chinaman 
who kept a small drug shop in the neighborhood with a note in 
which I had asked for iodoform, cottun and bandages. I was 
agreeably surprised when I found that ie sent these things in 
very good quality. In large cit‘es, sucn as Hongkong, Shang- 
hai, &c., there are now a number of Chinese families who con- 
sult European physicians aud bring their prescriptions to Eu- 
ropean drug stores. The Chinaman knows the worth of the 
German pharmacist and knows how carefully and scientifically 
the German druggist works. 

It is really a pity, therefore, that we Germans have not as 
yet, like the English and the French, an institution in China 
where Chinese pharmacists can be educated properly, for the 
Chinaman is particularly in awe of German scientific methods, 
as many educated Chinese have assured me. 
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I am convinced that by the establishment of such pharma- 
ceutical schools in China we would accomplish more toward 
the education of the conservative Chinese people than can be 
done by missions, the real object of which is never understood 
or properly esteemed in China. 


LWritten for the American Druggist.] 
THE PRACTICE OF PHARMACY IN COSTA RICA. 
By A MEMBER OF THE COLEGIO DE FARMACEUTICOS. 


here is probably no place under the sun in which the 
practice of pharmacy is more cosmopolitan in character than 
it is in Costa Rica, save probably in some of the winter resorts 
along the Riviéra or in Cairo, where the wealthy of all nations 
gather to escape the rigors of winter. 

THE U. 8. P. OFFICIAL. 

The Pharmacopeia of the United States is the officially 
designated pharmacopeia of the Republic of Costa Rica, but in 
dispensing one must dispense, not in accordance with the official 
pharmacopeeia, but in accordance with the pharmacopeia with 
which the prescriber is familiar. On receiving a prescription 
the dispenser must first determine the nationality of the pre- 
scriber, as this furnishes a clue as te the pharmacopeia 
which he would likely follow in dispensing, and since we have 
in Costa Rica American, British, French, German, Italian and 
Spanish doctors, besides the native physicians, it can readily be 
seen that a great variety of preparations must be carried in 
stock in order to meet all demands made upon pharmacists. 
Furthermore, it is incumbent upon the dispenser to be personal- 
ly informed as to the school at which each of the native physi- 
cians was educated, for while the United States Phar- 
macopeia is the official codex of the country, each 
native physician prescribes in the pharmacopcia of the 
country in which he may chance to have been edu- 
cated. While the medical schools of the United States attract 
the majority of students from Costa Rica, there are still many 
who study at Paris, Berlin, Vienna or London, and each of 
these comes back thoroughly conversant with the French, 
Austrian, German or British Pharmacope@ia and proceeds to 
prescribe in accordance with the particular work with which he 
became familiarized while a student. The result of all this is 
chat the pharmacists of Costa Rica must be familiar with the 
preparations of practically all the modern pharmacopeeias, both 
European and American, and that each pharmacist must carry 
in stock at least the more important preparations of every phar- 
macopeia. 

A SPANISH EDITION OF THE U. S. P. DESIRED. 

Under these conditions tRe work of the International Phar- 
macopeeial Convention was watched with great interest by the 
pharmacists of Costa Rica, and the adoption by the forthcoming 
Pharmacopeia of the United States of the standards provided 
by the International Convention was a source of gratification to 
all of us. We have the highest regard for the standards of the 
United States Pharmacopeeia, and the publication of a Spanish 
edition would not only be welcomed in Costa Rica, but through- 
out the whole of Spanish America. The work of the Commit- 
tee of Revision of the United States Pharmacopeeia compares 
favorably with that of any other similar body in the world, and 
I feel confident that if an edition were printed in Spanish it 
would be accepted as the official pharmacopeia in many, if not 
in all, of the Spanish republics. As it will of necessity be the 
official pharmacopeeia in Puerto Rico and the Philippines, I 
have no doubt that the present edition will be published in 
Spanish. 

One of the effects of the highly cosmopolitan character of 
medicine and pharmacy has been the centralization of the im- 
portation of drugs in comparatively few hands, owing to the 
tax under which the pharmacists labor in having to carry large 
stocks in order to meet the varied demands to which they are 
subjected. Another thing that contributes largely to the cen- 
tralization of the drug business is the long credits that are given 
to and demanded by the retailers, viz., six months, dating from 
the end of the month in which the goods are taken. As nearly 
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all send their orders in at the beginning of the month, they 
really have seven months’ credit. 
GOVERNMENTAL REGULATION OF PHARMACY. 

The practice of pharmacy is under the control of a Board of 
Directors elected yearly from among the members of the Colegio 
de Farmaceuticos, as the national association is styled. This 
college has duties similar to those of the Ontario College of 
Pharmacy, being both a teaching and a governing body. Every 
person desiring to enter into the practice of pharmacy in Costa 
Rica is obliged to present a diploma of a college of pharmacy 
and to pass an examination before this committee, and upon 
passing the examination becomes registered as a member of the 
college. The subjects comprised in this examination are prac- 
tical and analytical chemistry, practical pharmacy, prescrip- 
tions, botany, materia medica, organic and inorganic chemistry 
and the identification and testing of drugs and preparations. My 
American confréres will see that this is a great deal more ex- 
tensive than the State Board examinations. 

THE SCHOOL OF PHARMACY. 

The college conducts a school, the courses extending over 
four years. The classes are given instruction early in the 
morning and at night, so as not to interfere with store duties. 
The subjects taught are the same as in the colleges in the 
United States. The fees are 20, 22, 25 and 30 colones, for the 
first, second, third and fourth years, respectively. The faculty 
is composed of six professors, most of these having been edu- 
cated in Europe. The degree given by the college is that of 
Licentiate of Pharmacy. 

SIZE AND POPULATION OF COSTA RICA. 

While an independent country, Costa Rica is quite small, 
having an area of only 25,000 square miles, about that of West 
Virgina, and a population of 300,000, or as many as the City of 
Detroit. Along the coasts, both Atlantic and Pacific, there is 
a strip of comparatively low land. In this coast land the usual 
tropical conditions prevail, and here it is that the banana crop, 
which constitutes a very considerable portion of our exports, 
amounting to about $2,500,000 per annum, is produced. This 
section is subject to all sorts of tropical diseases, and dengue 
and malarial fevers—though seldom yellow fever—abound to 
such an extent as to practically render it uninhabitable to Costa 
Ricans, who are natives of the elevated table-lands of the in- 
terior. In Port Limon, a town of about 3000, through which all 
the exports are made on the Atlantic coast, there are probably 
not more than 200 native Costa Ricans, the population being 
made up of Jamaica negroes and Americans from the Gulf 
States, accustomed to living in malarial countries in low alti- 
tudes, and who find no difficulty in making themselves at home 
in Port Limon. The native population of Spanish descent is 
found almost entirely on the elevated table-lands of the interior, 
of which San José, a city of 25,000 inhabitants, is the metropo- 
lis. These table-lands have an elevation of from 3000 to 5000 
feet above the level of the sea and are surrounded for the most 
part by mountains reaching an elevation of 10,000 to 13,000 
feet. This lofty elevation, together with the comparatively 
low latitude, give to the table-lands a remarkably equable and 
delightful climate, one in which the annual variation of the 
thermometer rarely reaches more than 15 degrees. 

AN IDEAL CLIMATE. 

Occasionally, during the coldest nights in December, the 
thermometer will sink to 55 degrees F., and rarely rises higher 
than 76 degrees, even in the heat of summer (this means in the 
shade, of course). There being no frost, we are enabled to 
grow a number of subtropical fruits, such as oranges, bananas, 
lemons, pineapples, &c., on the table-lands, though some of these, 
such as bananas, do better on the low coast lands. Although 
the cultivation and exportation of bananas are a source of con- 
siderable income, the really important industry of the country 
is the growth of coffee, and we are so entirely dependent upon 
this one industry that the present low price of coffee means 
practically stagnation in business circles throughout Costa 
Rica. Notwithstanding the effort that has been made to intro- 
duce a diversity of crops, the planters have become so accus- 
tomed to depending solely upon coffee that it seems difficult, if 
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not impossible, to interest them in other lines, though there is 
no reason why other industries, such as silk growing, cocoa- 
nuts, &c., should not be carried on advantageously. It may in- 
terest your readers to know that most of the so-called Honduras 
sarsaparilla is collected here by the Talamanca Indians and 
sold to merchants in Port Limon. 


THE GOVERNMENT A STABLE ONE. 


The Government is purely republican in character, though 
somewhat more centralized than is the case in the United 
States, the degree of centralization depending, to some extent 
at least, upon the strength of character of the incumbent of 
the Presidential chair. We have no direct taxation whatever, 
save that on drug stores, which are obliged to pay a quarterly 
tax, varying from $15 to $75, to the Colegio de Farmaceuticos, 
this sum being divided between the Facultad de Medicina and 
the College of Pharmacy, the word faculty here not being used 
in the sense of a teaching body, though they do conduct a 
school of obstetrics, which is starting to fill a long-felt want. 


THE COLEGIO DE FARMACEUTICOS 


is now in its third year of existence, though the school was 
started some years ago, under the supervision or management 
of the Facultad de Medicina. The college was created by a 
special act of Congress, though against strong opposition on the 
part of the doctors. Considerable hard feeling between the 
druggists and doctors was created at the time, but harmony 
has since been restored, and we now occupy the same building 
and live in peace. 


AMERICAN PROPRIETARY REMEDIES. 


The importation of proprietary medicines is, to a large ex- 
tent, impossible on account of the prohibitive duties, which are 
4 colones per kilo gross weight. Still there are a number that 
have special rates, and the sale of such is quite large. Prob- 
ably the best sellers are Ozomulsion and Scott’s Emulsion. The 
patent pills, such as Jayne’s, Ross’, Morse’s Indian Root, 
Wright’s, Brandreth’s, Williams’ Pink Pills and Bolet’s, all 
have a good sale. Liquid preparations that sell for $1 in the 
United States cost about 10 colones a bottle here, so it can 
easily be imagined that the sale of this class is not large. A 
few of this class are put up in the country and sell at lower 
prices than when they paid the old duty of $1.50 per kilo. One 
of these that has a large sale is Wintersmith’s Tonic Wine. 

ON A GOLD BASIS. 

Costa Rica is the only Central American country having its 
currency on a gold basis. Our standard coin is a colon, equal 
to 46 cents American currency. In ordinary commerce the 
colon is always referred to as a dollar (peso). The effect of 
the gold basis is to give a degree of stability to our institutions 
and our commerce which is in distinct contrast to the conditions 
existing in the other Central and South American republics, ex- 
cepting Venezuela and Uruguay, which are also on a gold basis. 

One thing I would like to call the attention of the wholesale 
houses and manufacturers to is that Costa Rica is not Puerto 
Rico, nor was it included in the Panama Canal purchase. One 
would almost believe that this is the general impression in the 
United States, judging by the number of letters that arrive here 
with short postage. In the last mail there were one hundred 
letters with domestic postage on. We are in the Postal Union 
and foreign letters require a five-cent stamp. 


Druggists Beware. 


A certain individual has been imposing upon druggists who 
possess Torsion Balances by claiming that he can properly repair 
or replate them and that he was formerly in the employ of the 
company. 

The Torsion Balance Company does not know the person, nor 
have they any connection with him whatever, and they caution 
the druggists against allowing him to tamper with their scales, 
as he has invariably charged considerable and left the scales in 
an unsatisfactory state. 

All repairs are promptly done at their factory, 147 and 149 
Eighth street, Jersey City, N. J. 
























































